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The Right Honourable 
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MADAM, 
| Lthough Ambition may not only be 
S/A\#a allowed, but applauded, when in 
FN purſuit of ſuch defigns as arere- - 
DS ally Worthy ; and attempted by 
:  aftions altogether Generous ; 
I let will as certainly be condemned, when by 
Y different Ways it runs too far unreined, with- 
#1 out ſo much as an endeavour to check it. How 
y criminal then muſt that preſumption appear, 
which is altogether unexcuſable * And under 10 
8 leſs aguikt be muſt certamly lye, dares make 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 
an approach to ſo Sacred a Shrine, with an no - 
fering ſo mean an unworthy. . 

But when 1 am moſt certain all that can be 
termed vertue is centred-m your Ladyſhips 
Breaſt, I cannot deſpair of having that par- | 
ticular one of Mercy extended to 4 conſcious | 
Offender ; Aſſured of which, Imuſt not doubt | 
a charitable conſtruftion from the World, con- | 
fident none will Wholly condemn what appears | 
init, ſheltred under your Ladyſhips prote&i- | 
0n. | 
However I muſt expect a juſt imputation | 
on my tonorance, in deſcribing no better the | 
charafter of One endowed with all accompliſh* 
ments, in the perſon of Frederick, and that | 
of a Lady poſſeſt with equal perfeftions, in | 
Diana ; When I had ſo extraordinary Origi- 
nals to Coppy by, in your moſt Noble Lord, 
and Excellent Self. But were my Capacity | 
much beyond what I could\preſume to wiſh, it | 
would be a vain attempt to pretend a deſcris 
ption of what is ſo much beyond expreſſion. 
For ſhould I make the leaſt offer at a Pane- 
gerick , how large afield unſt I wander in? 


ſince it would compoſe an entire Hiſtory , t 
Writs 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


But unawares, (delighted with the Subjeft) 1 

T AF: running into MS my want of Ability for |} 
the performance, muſt make me avoid ; Yer | / 
the Le, defign of this _ Addreſs , is to * 
implore your Ladyſhips favourable acceptance 7 
of this ſmall Trifle ; Which obtained, will make © 
it as fortunate, as rh Writer happy happy, if allowed 1 
the permiſſion of owning himſelf. 3 


MADAM, 


Your Ladyſkg moſt inabla; 
| moſt obedient, - 
1 and moſt dutiful Servant, 


ROWLAND CARLETON, 


| | 
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7 _ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
1 write the Greathels -and) Nobility of 'your 
: own Deſcent, 2 and the Family J0u are allied ro 
| by 8 bappy Marriage; ' and how much. more 
then would there be to add, in making the ſhort- 
eſt Repetition of thoſe for ever to be Recorded 
* ASionsbothef Your Own,and Your Lords 
; truly Noble Anceſtors S.: That it ſeems as if 
3 Heaven deſigued an Union of whatever may be 
5 called Worthy, in that joyful Affinity. For as 
on the one ſide your Ladyſhip is not only 
3 Heireſs to the Fortunes, bar Vertues of thoſe 
* from whom you are deſcended ; ſo Tdare pres 


35 


« 


1. ſume youthink your ſelf really happy, in that 
J moſt indulgent Poſſeſſor of your Aﬀeion , 


”-# Þ F - 


| who gives already ſufficient Proof of inheriting 

= that Great ard T rue worth is Inherent to his 

$ Blood. On. 

Nor could leſs be expefted where be had ſuch 
an Example in his Nableſt Father te imitate, 
whoſe ſignal Loyalty to his Prince, Zeal 
to the true Proteſtant Religion, and intire 

| Love to his Country , have ever been the 
Guides and Direfors of all bis Thoughts and 

 Afions. [2 


Bat 


Dutcheſs of MANTUA: 


OR THE: 


HERS = 
< "48 
a 
Fe ge mM « 
bond 
I 
2 
>. ,L- 
En |" . 
by 5 , 
ER” 7 | 
4; 25656 ” 
wu LLIETY 
oe” OR , 
a: 4 
"WS # : 
v7 OBE ; —_— 
< 4%. B08 «a - . 
ky FH D « Q þ- 
$2 
= 88 a - A 
"2 + < : . 
o T8 Fi - 
+" XZ MN 
S708 
—_—.” 
[253 _ ' p 
"CS 
'%” 50 F , 
pgs 
We "4 
5 7%. os j 
> 4 
4s | 
*: i s . 
A. _—— 4 
LE 
; 


_ 


- 
——— —*. —_—J___w__— 


-—- nah —_— —— CO I IO Li. 4 
. * o By * = , : X - bd 
ab. FR Ne 


= OW F N' 3. <>, 1. £m. 


N p20 SH E crimſon bluſhes of Aurora had ſcarce gi- 
"F.:5) ©þ ven the world an intimation of that glori- 
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= PS » l E373 ous Luminaty's approach which was to en- 
= y2 WA lighten it, when there appear'd :coming 
* IVBSErrs from a ſtately and magniticeht Palace, fo 
& lovely a troop of Ladies, that had there yet wanted any - 
*# thing of day,the Stars might in modeſty have tetired from 
2 ancw ſphear of brighter Conſtellations 3 among whom the 
# Princeſs Diane's beauty had luſtre enough to intimate the 
+ little want there was of a riſing Sun, She advanced at the 
? head of this charming company, toward the verdant 
& banks of the celebrated Po, where a cloſe walk of ſpread- 
tog limes ſeem'd by overſhadowing the River where its 
g motion was ſloweſt, to convert the Cryſtal ſtreams into 
$ 2 Looking-glaſs of Emrald. The agreeablenefs of the 
$ - placeſo ſuitable to the Princeflſes melancholy, might have 
; B ctained 
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detained her longer in it, had not the Barges waited to 
convey them to a little Iſland in the middle of the River, 
which compoſed a Garden wherein Art and Nature had 
equally contributed to captivate the Senſes. But the fair 
Princeſs giving too much way to a ſerious Reſervedneſs, 
participated leaſt of thoſe delights that curious Para- 
diſe of Flora was liberal in affording making the earn- 
eſt Endeavours of all the Ladies fruitleſs, in ſeeking to re- 
move from her breaſt that oppreſſive Penſiveneſs ſhe was 
ready to fink under. But that her contemplation might 
be the more undiſiurbed ; withdrawing to a ſhady Grot- 
to watered with many artificial Springs, and in the moſi 
retired part of the Garden 3 keeping no' body with her 
but one young Lady, who was happy in having merited 
her privacy 3 ſhe commanded the ret to purſue thoſe Di- 
verſions her {elf defircd to be a ſtranger to» They had 
ſcarce walked the length of the firſt Ally when they were , 
met by ſeveral Lords and Gentlemen of the Court, who 
had followed in other Boats to the Iſland, attended by - 
an excellent Conſort of Muſick, which they had brought 
to divert the Princeſs in her retirement. They were begin- _ 
ning at a convenient diſtance to make an eſlay. of their 
Skill, when they were interrupted by a confuſed noiſe 
from the farther ſide of the River, of people crying out, 
fo ſeize, or kill the murderer. This unexpcaed diſtur- 
bance not only haſicd the Ladies and Gentlemen toward 
that part from whence the noiſe came but alſo drew 
the Princeſs trom her ſolitude, to learn the occation of ſo _ 
much inlolencc as they appeared guilty of who raifed * 
the diſorder. And coming to the end of a ſpatious walk 
which bounded on the Riversfide, they beheld with ſur- * 
prize, a young man endeavouring with his atmolt 
ſtrength to force a ſwitt Paſſage through the water, | - 
from thoſe who haſtily purſued his Swimming, in two. 
little Barks ; while a crowd of Peaſants aflaulted him : 
trom the land with ſhowrs of ſtones, A Boat was im- 3 
mediaicly 


. 
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mediately commanded from the Garden to his aſſiſtatice 3 
* and the diligent Rowers ſo ſpeedily obeyed the Princeſſe 
command. that he was ſoon reſcued from the threatnins 
: danger, and brought to throw himfelt at Diana's feet 
- who wasno leſs ſurprized than the reſt of the company, 
' when he was known to be Alexander, a noble Gentle- 
man of Manta, and one that had not long before reti- 
red from her Court. Cefareo a principal Officer of her 
 Houſholdzand (long before) the unhappy fugitives friend, 
| begging Leave that he might retire to put off his wet 
 cloaths , beſought the Princeſs for his ſatisfaCtion, that 
* ſome of the Country men might appear before her to 
diſcover the cauſe of their purſuit, and receive the Pu- 


niſhment due to the unworthy enemies of fo conſiderable 


a perſon. While Alexander was gone to the Gardners 


with ſome of his friends to dry himſelf, a plain fellow 

, . was comeover from the other fide, who being brought 

before the Princeſs,and commanded to give anaccount of 
the Uproar, made this following relation : 

If it ſhall pleaſe your Grace, I am an honeſt husband- 

.. man,and one of your Tenants in that Town upon the top 

_ of the Hill beyond the River, where in ſober truth we 

work hard, and take pains for an indifferent livelyhood, 

and to pay our rent in good time. Now,and it like you, 

that Town does not all belong to our Lady Dutcheſs; 

for behind that Grove of Trees on the fide of the Hill 

| there isas neat a Houſe as one would wiſh to ſet foot in, 

_. with thedaintieſt contrivances of Walkss and Arbours, 

- and Gardens, that I had a hand in the ordering ſome 

: years ago: Now as to what I am to tell you concerning 

* Alexander, well he's a parleſs naughty man, *tis now 

+ about a month ago that he came with his new Wite, to 

-} take his pleaſure during the ſpring at tharhoufe, which,as 

2 Ifaid, ftands beyond the Grove, and hebelike borrowed 

2 it of Lord Ceſareo, who lives here at the Court, for it is 

3 Ceſareo's own houſe, only he being much his friend was 

> | "Bu | willing 


o 
> 
ry 
. 
a 
: 
I 
bd 


— 


[4 ] 


willing to lend it him for a while 3 and in verity the Lady 
Cynthia his Wite, was one of the tineft, handſomeſt, belt 
natured young Gentlewomen that c're was bred in Traly, :* 
Oh ſhe was ſo courtcous, as they ſay, toall us poor Coun 


try folks, would ſo ſmile upon us, when we did any 


thing to make hcr merry, and would talk fo kindly to ,* 
our Wivcs and Daughters, as it ſhe had been one of us F 
her ſelf. Now this good diſpolition among other things 
made Alexander fo dote upon her, that the like was ne- 
ver {een and who would think it, the was fo well plea- *: 
ſed with the recreations we made her, and with our way _ 
of living, that ſomctimes the has laid aide her rich filks |; 
and jewels, to appear among us in ſuch plain rufſlet as 
we make our apparcl on : Well it I had not almoſt forgot 2 
to tell you, there was another young Gentlewoman of her 5 
acquaintance that kept her company c'ne as good natu- 
red as the her (elf; her name, as I remember, was Mi- +» 
firels Porcia: But to tell you all and make few words, 
Alexander ſeemed to love his Wife, as if ſhe had ® 
been till to give her conſent, and has been heard to * 
{ay he could rake no pleaſure any where out of her 
fight. But laſt night put a ſad end to all this joy ; # 
ay, laſt night. no longer ago. a little after it was dark, * 
when all the people in the Village were going to Bed, i 
we were called out into the ftreet to hear the lamentableſi 
Cries that ever pierced any Chriſtians ears this ſad noiſe 2 
coming as we guefſcd from Alexanders Grange, every | 
body made haſte thither, to know what was the matter; | 
and I my felt being pretty nimble, got thither one of the } 
frit, where all the doors were wide open, and the ſer- | 
Vants runiing about half ſcared out of their wits; | 
whcreupon asking one of them what ailed all that pud- 
acr ; he told me with blubbercd eyes, that his Lady was 
dead, how tha: Alexander coming home when no body 
expected him, had killed his Wite and conveyed away 
nc body thet none of them could tind it 3 I being wil- 


Ig, 
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4 | ling to learn the whole truth, followed the mar} toanc- 
7 ther room, where I ſaw, well it was a grievous ſpectacle, 
4 there lay Miſtreſs Porcia as dead as a Red-herring upon 
Z the floor, all over grimed with her own natural blood. 
7 and hard by her a fine young Gentleman called Alfredo, 
7 ſhot into the head, with no more lite in him than the 
V! other; and it ſeems Alexander himfclt had cruelly butche- 
; ! red themall ; in ſober earneſt it was one of oo pitiful- 
7 leſt nights that my eyes were ever open in : and to think 
' that Alexander ſhould do ſuch a deed, to kill thoſe he 
? ! ſeemed the very day before to love fo well. Preſently 
: ſomc made haſte to the City to acquaint the kindred of 
\ l hc poor dead creatures with the il news. While I, as 
! your Highneſs Bayliff this year of the Village, and as in 
4 duty bound by my place, raiſed the Towns folks. who 
were all got by that time to Alexanders Grange, and di- 
viding them into ſeveral companies, ſent out to ſearch for 
2 theman had done ſo much wickedneſs 3 bur the night 
* was ſpent to no purpoſe, and every body was about to 
-; go home again, when a 'workman going out at day- 
| break about his buſineſs, had ſpied 2 gentleman-like-man 
going into a little Cottage hard by the River 3 who tel- 
| ling me of it, I began to {ſuſpect Carib of the truth, 
| hearing of a Gentleman up at that hour 3 fo away [ 
3 haſted with my men to the place, and making no noile, 
'Z bcſet the houſe. Alexander ſeeing himſelf betrayed, hog 
# it was he, and no hopes left of eſcaping ( well it was a 
by defperate thing ) leapt out of a window, and without 
W receiving any hurt, got clear away from us all, and ran 
T 25 hard as he could drive towards the River z truly | 
8 think it was his belt way to truſt to his heels, tor his 
# hands would have done little good againk all us : we tol- 
lowed him kill focloſe that, would you think it, he threw 
| bimſ{elf into: the River, and ſo etcaped by your help. 
There appeared too much horror in the Country mans 


| fiory, not to produce a tender {en(e of griet in the breaits 
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[6] 
of all that heard it 3 every one beſtowing a ſeveral con- ' 
jccture on what might induce the barbarous Alexander | 
to commit ſo ſtrange a piece of cruelty z that which * 
might ( to thoſe of his country ) ſeem the moſt proba- - 
ble incitemcnt, was jealouſie, yet they found no cir- 
cumltance to perſwade them his Anger proceeded |: 
from that fatal Paſſion. Although the incomparable 
Princeſs her ſelf expreſt a trouble not any thing inferiour | 
to the reſt tor the unfortunate young womens ſevere 
deſtiny 3 however, before ſhe would make too great ex- 
preiſions of her reſentment, defirous they might be juſt ; 
ſhe ſent an ancient Gentleman to the place where this fad 
Tragedy had been acted, to inquire into all the particu« 
Jars of it, and bring her a true account of what had paſt _ 
ſince the preceeding Evening 3 in the mean time com- *. 
mitting Alexander into ſtreight cuſtody, till he ſhould be - 
brought forth to ſtand or fall by a legal trial. 

Although the morning was by this time ſo far advan- 
ced, that the approaching heat began to call Diana and 
her Retinue back again from the divertive garden to her | 
Palace : Yet whether apprehenſive of a renewed diſtur- | 
bance from that company ſhe believ'd attended her re- ': 


turn, of ſeveral Princes who had ſome time refided at © 


her Court in hopes of adyancing that Paſſion, either | 
her Beauty or the greatneſs of her condition had made 7 
them diſcover the higheſt profefſions of, or that ſhe was ® 
deiirous a little to alleviate her Thoughts,and gratihe her 
fair tavourite, as ſhe had promiſed, by imparting to her | 
the cauſe of that grict ſhe thought impoſſible eyer to be © 
delivered from. She refolv'd a while longer to defer 
her removal from a place ſo ſuitable to her diſpotition ; ? 
and Jeaving the reſt of her train in the Walks, ſhe re- © 
turned with Niſe to the Grotto, from whence Alexanders © 
adventure had lately called her, where making the young | 
Conndent fit down by her, ſhe re{olv'd to endeavour the | 
unloading her beaſt of thoſe afflictions (he labourcd 

- witli, | 


LF) 


| with, by letting Niſe pertake the knowledge of her moſt 
* ſecret Concerns, in relating thoſe circumſtances of her 


life, which till then ſhe had been 1gnorant of. 
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The Hiſtory of D:ana, Dutchels 
of Mantua. 


Do believe,dear Niſe, (ſaid the melancholick Princeſs) 
*tis not only thy admiration, but that of all people 3 
To fee me yield to a Grief muſt appear very unaccoynta. 
ble, ſince the occafion of it is altogether unknown, even 
fo thoſe who think themſelves beſt acquainted with all 
paſſages of miy lifez eſpecially at a time when in all ap- 
pearance, fortune has nothing to add whereby my condi- 
tion might be more happy. But the aſſurance of thy af- | 
tection and hidelity, removes thoſe ſcruples I might ap- 
prehend againſt the revealing what I muſt needs allow 


2 weakneſs; and incourages me withthe leſs reluctance 


to make thee acquainted with the affliction I ſiruggle 
with, occafion'd by an unfortunate, paſhon. The very 
mention of that word oblig'd the Dutcheſs to turn he: 
head afide to conceal the Bluſhes, and dry thoſe Tears 
that Remembrance and the Confeffion of ir had forced 
from her; but quickly recolleing her ſelf, ſhe gratiti- 
ed her beloved Niſe with a ſhort Narration of the mott 
remarkable paſſages of her life, Although my Fathers 


Indulgence ( proceeded the incomparable Lady ) was 


much inferioux to his Severity, I am confident the whole 
world will grant my Sorrow for the loſs of him, was ne- 
ver exceeded by thoſe who bewailed the death of a mot 
tender Paxent, Yet two compleat years being expired 
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fince Heaven was pleaſed I ſhould be deprived of: him, 
: the whole Province may have reaſon to believe *tis ſome 
ſ other cauſe prevents my receiving a' full Satisfaction in 
|) i the ſtate Heaven has been pleaſed to allow me, ſo much 
| i; fl above others. And I-muſt confeſs, did Ambition or In- 
BY! tereſt rule my mind, it were unreaſonable to wiſh tor 
| || more than I am already Miſtreſs of. My Father left 
BY! me not only to the poſſeſſion of this flouriſhing Duke- 
| 11.4 dom of Mantua, but as great a Treaſure to maintain my 
Royalty as any Prince in Italy can boaſt him ſeclt Maſter 
of. Were the enjoyment of liberty delighttul tome, (o 
generally ſought after, and wiſhed by thoſe of our ſex, 
above all other Bleftings, how happy migtit Ieſteem ny 
(elf in the difference there is betwcen a recluſe life, 4 
as an awful Father confined me to, 'and that uncbn- 
troul'd diſpoſal of my ſelf Inow enjoy. But alas ! how 
little is the benefit I reap from theſe advantages, while 1 
lament the loſs of what was juſtly much dearer to me 
than all the Glorics of eſtabliſht Sovereignty. I ſuppoſe 
you are not ignorant of that diſafter made ſuch a noife 
in the Court about half a year before the death of my 
Father 3 and much about the time yours placed yon 
here with me 3 I mean the murder of that moſt accom- 
pliſht young Lord; Frederick, of Bolonnd, who was moſt 
i barbaronſly afſaſſinated'and thrown into the River as he 
returned one Evening late from the Palace'to-his Houſe.” 
That unhappy Gentlemans dettiny ( fajd the agreea- 
By: ble Niſe, tinding the Princeſs with no ſmall diſturbance 
Ti pauſe of the mention of ſo bloody a deed ) filled all the 
BB Court, not only with Pity but Aſtoniſhment, that a per- 
By! {on admired and beloved by all who knew him, ſhould 

T1 fall under fo cruel a fate, in a place where his obliging 
T3] carriage and unequal vertues had procured him many 
Li, friends, but thought to have no enemy. © = ps 

Volt certain, ( continued the afflicted Lady, having re- 

_ <overcd her felt a little ) none more deſerved an univerſal 
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admization,or lived freer from being hated by the moſt en- 
vious but alas,had his Merits bon leſs,his Life had never 
been ſacrificed to the cruel reſentment of an unjuſtly of- 
ſended Prince. *Tis now,Dear Nife,l muſt diſcover to you 
4 Secret the whole world is to this moment ignorant of. 
This unfortunate man, (by birth inferiour tonone, as def- 
cended from a Branch of that Family was once adorn'd 
'with the Crown of Naples, and now enjoys the Throne of 
Sicily) Poſſeſſor of no inconfiderable Eſtate and Title, and 
one "whoſe worth tranſcended all the advantages could be 
deduced from either 3 fmding he was the free maſter of 
himſelf and fortune, rololbed for ſome years by travel 
from his native Countrey, to improve thoſe accompliſh- 
ments, he thought he had only learnt the Theory of from 
his care ful Tutors. After ſome months ſpent in ſeeing the 
moſt celebrated parts of Exrope,he came into Htaly, and vi- 
ſiting, (after a ſhort abode at Rome.) the principal Cities 
of this Country, he came hither, with intent to reſide a 
while at my Fathers Court. His excellent ſociety, and 
generous behaviour, ſoon made him to be taken notice 
of, as the moſt contiderable ſtranger had been ſcen at 
Mantua for many years 3 and if his great endowments of 
mind, with > unaffeted gracefulnels of carriage in all 
his aQions, attended with a moſt complaiſant humility, 
Procured him the Efteem and Reſpect of allvertuous mer; : 
His youth adomed with a beauty more thannatural to}.is 
ſex, and his winning Converſation purchaſed him, if not 
the Aﬀedtion, at leaſt the favourable Opinionof all our 
Mantuan Ladies and there were,(asI have been inform- 
£d,) very few, if any, whole affeQtions were not preinga- 
d, but would willingly have been content to make him 
the diſpoſer of their liberty. He was very afliduous in 
attending at the Court, from the firſt wk # of his ap- 
pearance there, which'chanc'd to be when my Father by 
a publick celebration of. his birth-day, owed a more 
than uſual freedom in his Palace, | He was any = to 
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daunce with mes being lookt upon as a ſtranger of quali- 
tyzand then(as he ſince told me,)he embraced thole chains 
were relinquiſht with his lite : after ſome weeks ſtay with 
us, the high Character every one gave of him, and thoſe 
Remarkes my Father himſelf had taken of his extraordi- 
nary parts, made him defirous to retain ſo eminent a per- 
ſon alwaycs near him, by heaping continual honours daj- 
ly on him inſomuch that he was quickly beheld , not 
only one of the greateſt Officers of the Court, but the 
Dukes peculiar Favourite : and to oblige him from any 
thoughts of returning to Sicily, the place of his Birth and 
Fortunes, my Father deſigned a match for him with Ro- 
ſelinda, the only Daughter of Count Theophilus, the moſt 
eminent man within his territories. But his humility, 
(as was then belicved,) made him,though with great ac- 
knowledgements excuſe the acceptance of what he de- 
clared himſelf too unworthy of deſcrving. But his mo+ 
deſty ſerved only to incite my Father with greater car- 
neſincs to bring him to the acceptance of what he judy- 
ed fo advantagious for him 3 and having acquainted the 
Old Count with his Deſires, it was not only accepted of 
by him, but he ſeem'd overjoyed with the thoughts of 
having ſo accomplifht a Son-in-law, and one ſo highly in 
his Princes favour 3 ſo that all wasin a manner conclu- 
ded before Frederick knew the Dukes reſolutions of con- 
ſummating what he himſelf had very little inclination 


to. Roſelinda had been bred up with me as a compani- 


en from our Childhood, but the reſerv'dneſs of her 
diſpoſition had kept me ignorant of thoſe Concerns ſhe 
was at laſt in gratitude obliged to give me the know- 
ledge of 3 which made me at firſt ſtrangely wonder ſhe 
could harhour an averſion agatnſt a perſon like Frederick, 
believing there was not a Lady about the Court did not 
envy hcr fortune. *Tis true, when I hr(t heard the Dukes 


reſolutions, I was riot unwilling to reſign Roſelinda to a 3 
Husband fo well deſerved her 3 though 1 mult confeſs at | 
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that very time, whether (as I was willing to believe) 
the particular kindneſs I had tor her, made me loth 
fpeedily to looſe her 3 or whether it was the ſecret im- 
pulſe of a growing Inclination for him, I could not 
conſent to be pleaſed with an overhaſty concluſion of 
their Marriage. But why ſhould I endeavour to pro- 
long the declaration of what has occafion'd all my mi- 
ſery 3 *tis enough Dear Niſe, that I have told how much 
Frederick, deſerved, for you to gueſs I was not the only 
unſenſible perſon ( of thoſe had been ſtrangers to Love 
untill his appearance) at Court 3 AlasI faw him, con- 
verſed ſometimes with him in publick, heard from eve- 
ry one the praiſes of him, and was pt enough to be- 
lieve what the moſt affected could ſay in his behalf, 
ſhort of flattery 3 when I conſidered my Father a wile 
Prince gave that preference to him, a firapger and a 
youth, before his own Subjes, and whom years had 
made fitter by experience for a Princes Councel. 
This at firſt produced no other effe@ in me but a par- 
ticular Eſteem, which ( with bluſhes let me own it ) 
inſenſibly increaſt to a violent paſſion 3 with what di- 
ſturbance was my ſoul agitated when the day of his in- 
tended Wedding drew near 3 I ſigh'd, lamented to my 
ſelf, and by my own diſorder, made a general one 
through the Court, although it was only attributed to 
a melancholy I was always inclinable to-3 «What 
* (hall I do miſerable creature, ( would I fay to my ſelf) 
** (hall I wrong my own thoughts with letting them be 
* entertained with imaginations ſo unworthy of me; 
* ſhall the Heireſs to the Dukedom of Manta con- 
* ceive an opinion prejudicial to her own quiet, for one 
{ſo much inferiour to her ? ſhall Diana wrong her (c]f 
* by an injurious Kindneſs for a ſtranger z of whom 
* (he knows nothing more than what a partial report 
** ofthis worth has aquainted her with ? No, no, fond * 
* Maid, les him Marry hes he is deſigned ta, and ba- 
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< piſh him for ever from thy mind and fight —But a- 
© lis how canl do it, how can I tear from my breaſt an 
© Inclination has taken ſo violent, and deep pofſcfſion 
< of it ? Or if I could obtain though with never ſo much 
« difhculty, a conquelt over my {elt,why {hould I xive to 
«© Joit? will Iever love,or can I think to be always free, 
< no, *tis impoſſible 3 I have already ſurrendred my heart 
© to the: moli deſerving man on earth, I do, I muſt 
< love him, and he is altogether worthy of it, were I 
« Mittrc(s of the greatett Empire the Sun gives Light to, 
* But Oh doting woman ( would my tormenting 
< thoughts reply ) he is deſtined to another, nor does 
* he know, nay dares not imagine himſelt elteem'd by 
© thee, or if he did, perhaps his freedom is not now 
*to be diſpoſed of or were it reſign'd to thee, he 
* dares not declare, nor canſt thou derogate ſo much 
* either from the greatneſs of thy Birth, or modeſty of 
*thy Sex, to let him know it, With this perplexity 
was- my mind tortured, during.the preparation for his 
Nuptials. There was not a young Lord about Man- 
72 who did not more envy Fredericks fortune in being 
deſtined to fo fair a Bride, than for the advantage he 
had over them in my Fathers Love; while he him- 
{clf feem'd leaſt tranſported with the expectation of 
thoſe joys he was ready to be poſſeſt of, I have con- 
tefled Dear Niſe, the Paſſion I had-for him, and with 
a gricf cqual to it, muſi let you know how it proved that 
gallant mans deſiruction. Finding it at laſt in vain 
to ſtruggle with Fate, I wiſht only an opportunity of 
l-tting him know he was more than indifferent to 
mc, pleaſed with the imagination that Roſenliaz had 
more of his Reſpect than Love, But my Fathers ſc- 
vere Caution kept me eliravged from the converſation 
of any but thoſe of my own Sex, who were kept 
ncar me either as Companions or Attendants, except 


at ſonic peculiar times, ( while he himifelf was by, ) he 
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adtnitted to my preſence ſome of the moſt conſidera- 
* ble perſons about his Court, where I had permiffion 
*/ to hear their diſcourſe without liberty of anſwering 
to any of them, but himſelf 3 as what he thought be- 
'* came the modeſty of a young Virgin, and his Daughter ; 
; only his new Favourite had the allowance of ſpeaking 
2 in publick to me, and commanded to entertain his Mi- 
” ſtreſs before my facez a freedom, I was not much de- 
* lighted with, and what had never before-been allow- 
ed to any one who received a Wife from his Court. 
' However I had thereby an opportunity of obſerving 
" his behaviour towards her, in which I was not-griev- 
ed to tind there was more of a profound Reſpe&, 
than any appearance of a real Pathon. I then began 
to:uſe Roſelinda with a ſceming endearment more than 
I had formerly done, and attempting when we were 
alone to learn from her what progreſs Fredrick had 
made towards the gaining her affeCtions 3 I was not dif- 
= ſatisfied to underſtand neirher the one nor the other 
wiſht a Conſummation of their Marriage, though nei- 
ther durſt oppoſe the reſolution of thoſe that had 
an abſolute Command over them : this diicovery ſerved 
- butto kindle that into a flame,which before burnt fecretly 
> with a glowing fervour in my breaſt 3 I allowed Fre- 
-* derick altogether worthy of me, and was willing to 
2: gueſs from her diſcourſe that he had uſed more than a 
2 common Reſpe& in thoſe occaſions where my name 
23 had been mentioned between them, nor could E avoid 
* being ſo partial -to:my (elf, asto believe I had many 
2X advantages beſides that of my Birth over Roſelinda, 
3 which might not have been lookt on with indifference 
2 by her intended Bridegroom, While I continued un- 
.# der this hidden- oppretſion, without the leatt appear- 
x ance of- hope to tind a remedy, and ftrove in vain 
2 £0 expel the thoughts of that bewitching man from 
= myheart, the Day appeared which was to be the ;- 
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of his Wedding, when I perceived Roſelinds grown 
more penſive than ever, as it ſhe fear'd the approach 
of that hour I imagined would have been fatal only 
to me; and being earneſt (if poſſible) to diſcover the 
cauſe of it, I took her apart with me into my Cloſet, 
and conjured her by the Love and Reſpe ſhe had al- 
ways expreſt tome, that the Secret of her gricf might 
be entruſted to one vowed her all the friendſhip and 
kindneſs her condition was capable of receiving. My 
entreaties were fo prevalent that at Jaſt ſhe confeſt, 
(with a ſhower of tears, _) the love of Aſtolfo ( whom 
you knew ) made her rather wiſh for death than an 
eternal loſs of one ſo dear to her, and of whoſe affe- 
Qion ſhe wanted no aſſurance 3 ſhe let me know the 
circumſtances of her Paſhon with ſo much grief and 
tenderneſs, that had I been leſs concerned then TI was 
to prevent what ſhe ſo much feared, I ſhould not have 
been able to deny her all the aſſiſtance poſſible in pro- 
longing her Marriage with Frederick, but when in vain 
we had ccnſulted all ways that had the leaſt appear- 
ance of proving ſucceſsful in doing it, ſhe declared her 
reſolution of flying from her Father, and Countrey with 
Aſtolfo, rather than infringe the Vows ſhe had made 
him, and be facrificed to one ſhe could never love 3 
we both concluded no remedy could be expected any 


other way, although the dangers and difficulties of 


that were too great to be haſtily reſolved onz and 
though I cannot deny but I wiſht it, yet I could never 
bring my ſelf to encourage their being expoſed either 
to the 11] conſequences of ſucha voluntary Baniſhment, 
or the rage of a Prince and Father who would be e- 
qually cruel in the puniſhment of them, ſhould they 
ever again fall into his hands; and at laſt my Compaſl- 
lion wrought fo far upon me, that I perſwaded her 
to a refoJution, ( with anxiety enough, ) that was to 
make us both miſcrablc; to ſubmit to that of our Fathers, 
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Ictting her know withal that if ſhe was given from one 


'/ ſhe (o intirely loved, ſhe at the ſame time rob'd me of 


a man, that were I at my own diſpoſe, I ſhould not 
think unworthy of my favour. She expreſt great ac- 
knowledgements for the confidence I had repoſed in 
her, and left me with a ſeeming reſolution of ſub- 
mitting, to the councel I had given her of Obcdience, 
and I remained all that day overwhelmed with the diſ- 
quiet ſo unhappy a Reſolve had thrown me into, with- 
out ſuffering my ſelf to be ſeen by any body. That 
evening a while after it was dark, I was acquainted 
that Roſelinda with a Kinswoman of hers, and ſtranger 
to the Court, beg'd admittance to me 3 with a delire 
of acquainting me in private with ſomething that ve- 
ry nearly concern'd me as much as her felf, I won- 
dred a little what ſhould occation fo unexpected a Vi- 
ſit from her, but more at the mention of that ſtranger 
was in her company, and ordering them to be brought 
into my Cloſet, you | will believe I was firangely fur- 
prized to diſcover, notwithſtanding the diſguiſe, that 
Frederick, was the pretended relation ſhe brought with her. 


 Socxtraordinarya preſumption raiſed a diſturbance in me, 


which ſhe eaſily diſcovered by the frowns I welcomed her 
and her audacious gueſs with, who immediately threw 
himſelf at my feet, with allthe languiſhing geſtures of a 
violent Paſſion, but durſt not ſpeaka word in his own 
Excuſe, of a good while, his ConduQtor as much filen- 
ced through the fear of having highlv offended me. 
During his continuance in that poſture, a violenc 
Combat between Love and Reſpet, had diſordered 
all the faculties of my ſoul; and had I given way to 
the firſt dictates of my Reſentment, I had called for 
guards to ſeize him, and delivered him up a prey to 
the utmoſt rigour of my Father, who was but toonice in 
ſuch circumitances of honour, which his rudeneſs had 
violated. But when I began toyield to more tender 

thoughts, 
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thoughts, I found it impoflible for me to think ofin- 
dangering the lite of one Heaven had decrecd Imuſt 
ever Loves and withal, induced by a Curiofity not un- 
natural to our Sex, 1 was willing to underſtand the 
deſign of his appearing before me in ſuch a Dreſs, eſpe- 
cially being brought m by one I believed was the next 
morning to be his Wife. While my heart was agita- 
ted with theſe confiderations, ſtill ſuſpenſive whether 
I ſhould declare in favour of one I loved, or condemn 
his prefumption with an immediate baniſhment for e- 
ver from my fight, he remained kneeling at my feet, 
not daring to ſpeak a word, untill upon my making 
a fipn tohim to quit the poſture he was in, not with- 
out a violent compulſion of himſelt he ſaid trembling ; 
*IE acknowledge -Divineft Princeſs, my offence has ju- 
* ly merited death, and Iam ready at your Command 
* toreſign that life muſt not be worth preſerving if you 
* ſentence it toa diffolution. Whatever difhculty he 
found in uttering theſe words, mine would have pro< 
ved much greater in returning an anſwer, had not 
Rofelinda prevented my doing of it, who undertaking 
to ay ſomething for both their vindications, after ha- 
ving a thouſand times begg'd my forgiveneſs of a 
crime necefſfity had compelFd her to the commiſſion 
of, finding I ſeemed attentive to what ſhe was about 
to ſpeak, acquainted me that after her leaving the.Pa- 
lace in the morning, not being able to refolve on what 
ſhe had ſeemingly promifed, and Afolfo firding means 
to give her a private Viſit, overcome by her Lovers tears 
and perſwaſjons, ſhe had determined rather to give her 
lite an Oblation to her Fathers difpleaſurc, than her 
hand to any one but him that -had the engagement 
both of that and her heart. In the mean time Frede- 
rick having reſolutions not much- different from hers, 
{ought to obtain a private,coxference with her, whoſe 
2dmittance met with little oblixzuction is the tarmily, as 
KNOWINg 
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knowing him to be very ſuddenly her Husband 3 and her 
own Maid ignorant of Aſtolpho's being there, waited on 
him to her Chamber 3 where they were all ſufficiently 
amazed at ſo unexpeQacd an Encounter of each other : 
| And that finding it would be too dangerous for her to 
conceal her thoughts any longer, ſhe confeſſed to Frede- 
rick, the perſon he beheld there, was one to whom ſhe af- 
forded too great proofs of her affeQion, ever to let it be 
beſtowed upon any otherz and that he appeared fo far 
from being diſpleaſed with her frank declaration in fa- 
vour of his Rival, that after a long obliging diſcourſe, 
he offer d to contribute what lay in his power, towards 
the prevention of two Lovers being ruined, who were 
determined rather to dye than admit of a ſeparation. 
That at laſt not being able to imagine any poſſibility of 
avoiding a forced marriage, if they continued in Mantua, 
Aftolfa had prevailed ſo far with her, as ſhe conſented to 
fly with him both from her Friends and Country 3 but 
would not ſtir without my allowance of it, and till 
ſhe had takena long farewel of me 3 that her Lover be- 
ing gone to provide Horſes, and what elſe was neceſſa- 
ry for their flight 3 Frederick, remaining alone with her 
had owned, that the Adoration he had tor me occalioned 
the indifference towards her, which appeared in his car- 
riage from the firſt mention of the Dukes intention to 
make her his Wife. And whether ſhe imagined in her 
{elf after that diſcovery I had made her of my Love, thac 
It might not be very diſpleaſing to me, if I could dit- 
courſe with him unobſerved by any Witnefles3 or over- 
come, (as ſhe endeavoured to pretend ) by the earneſt 
perſwafions of that paſſionate man, fhe dreſſed him im 
ſome of her own Clothes, ( his youth and the comlineſs 
_ of his perſon contributing to help the diſguile, ) and 
| brought him,untaken notice of by any, to accompany her 
to my Appartment. It were needleſs tor me to repeat 


the particulars of our Diſcourle, which perhaps wy 
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but too tender on my fide; therefore Ict it ſuffice that 
you know Frederick, having lcarncd trom her, as ſhe 


own'd . that he was not idificrent to me 3 made fo 
good Ute of his diſcovery, and exprett his own Paſ- }: 
tion with fo cndcaring a tenderneſs, that I was induced | 
to forgive Roſelinda the betraying of my thoughts, and | 
eranted permiſhon to that Infinuating Lover,once more in 
the like diſptuſe to (ce mezattcr the difturbance was over, 
which we very well knew Rofelindaes departure would 
make in the Court. . So taking my latt tarewel of her, 
not without Tears at fo tatal a departure, and my 
mcarty Praycrs for her tucce(s 3 while I retired to conf1- 
FI what had- paſt, and rccollc& my {elf after fo tirange 
and bold an Advcnturc.they went back to her Fathers,that 
he might change his dreſs tor one more ſuitable for him, 
Where. as hcintormcd me afterwards, having put on his 
own Clothes, and hearing the Count was returned 
from the Court, he made him a Vitit, as if newly come 
into the Houlc tor that purpoſc only, and to'wait on his | 
intcndcd Bride, T he good Old man receiving him with | 
the welcome of a tond Father, ſent for Roſelinda to en- 


tertain him, and was ſufticiently rejoyced to hind ſuch an 8 


altcration in his Daughters Countcnance, as appearing # 
INOrc pleaſant than he had obſerved her ſince the firli 
propoſal of their Morriage. Atter a convenient ſtay 
F BA mY took his leave, and the fond Old-man icing T 
to Bed, Roſelinda withdrew, to prepare for her intend- i 
cd Journcy. The next morning was attended with a | 
Diforder not at al] Icis than we had imagincd, when thoſe {| 
who ontrcd the Brides Chaniber to arcſs her for her 
Nuptials, found her niitling, without any account to be Þ 
learnt what was bccon:c of hcr.norc, than that Afolfo, long 
{uſpcited as her Lover, was {uppolcd to have conveyed : 
hcr away, having, ben fecn on Horiceback the night be- I 


Ore about Therphilns's Houlc : Polis were diſpatched 
forthiyith to a!) parts, and an Embargo laid on the 
Ships 


[19] 


cories: with large promiſes of Reward to whoever 
ſhould diſcover them, and Death threatned to the con + 
cealers of the Fugitives. But their utmoſt Endeavours 
proved wholly unſucceſsful, and thoſe poor perſecuted 
Lovers were never heard of to this day 3 which gives 
me too much cauſe of fear that they came to ſome un- 
happy end, ſince both her Father and mine (their only 
Enemies, ) have becn long dead. I mult confefs I could 
not but be pleaſed to underſtand how every conſidera 
ble perſon about the Court came, as much to condole 
with Frederick for the loſs of his Mifireſs, as with 
Count Theophilus for that of an only Daughter. The 
diſappointed Bridegroom difſembling with fo much cun- 
ning his ſatisfaction, that there was none but concluded 
Z the Raviſher, ( for fo Aftolfo was termed, ) would meet 
! a rigorous deſtiny from his hands, if he ever fortuned to 
be diſcovered. If this accident tranſported my Fa- 
ther to the height of rage againſt Roſe/iuda and her 
Lover, it contributed to ſettle Frederick more in his fa- 
vour than ever, ufing all the endearmcnts imaginable tg 
make him forget his Loſs, with aſſurance he would Joſe 
no occaſion of gaining a Wite for him, more rich and 
beautiful than her had been ftole trom him little 
ſuſpcdting he had not been deficient in doing that for 


2 Fredericks diſturbance commenced in {ecking wayes how 


obſerved 3 His former diſguiſe was thelter enough from 
being known to any body 3 but who to pretend himſelf, 
was a difhculty long a rcfolving, and two months patlt 
without his attaininent of what he fo much longed tor 5 
till in the end, grown impatient ot delay, he tound out 
Roſeliada's Maid, who had becn privy to her c{cape, and 
with large Gitts and Promilcs believed he had {ecured 
her to be taithtu] both in atlitting hum, and concealing his 

> act!gns. 


Ships and Veſſels in every Port within the Dukes Terri- 


himſelf, When all things began to be a little quieted, 


he might privately fee me, without being too much' 


a 
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deGgn. She, by his direction viſiting one of my Wo- 
men who had not been long at Court, and ſcarce knew 
any body, told her a young Lady newly arrived at May- 
za itt her way to Rome, was: very ambitious of kiſſing 
my hand, but defired it might be when I was moſt pri- 
vate, urging it for her Modeſty, and that being on a 
journey ſhe was unprovided of thoſe Ornaments a pub- 
lick Appearance required. The Innocent Woman having 
promiſed to comply with the Strangers requelt, came to 
beg my permiſſion to introduce her, when I ſhould be 
alone. The ſudden apprehenſion I had that Frederick was 
the Viſitant, put me into ſome diſorder, confidering the 
danger ſo raſh a Venture expoſed us both to 3 but part- 
Iy of my ſelf inclinable to hear the renewed Vows of that 
ſincere Lover. and not willing to deny him a Favour he 
had my Promiſe of permitting, aſſured by thoſe filent 
expreſhons he made me underſtand in publick, that the 
delay his Viſit had met with was no ſmall Torment to 
him 3 I gave permiſhon, that in the Evening ſhe ſhould 
bring the Stranger Lady to me which ſhe did without 
the leaſt ſuſpition of his being other than what was 
pretended 3 while one or two of my Women waited 
at ſome diſtance in the Room, I only diſcourſed my paſ- 
ſionate Counterfeit about her Country, and the delign of 
her Travel ; who readily pretended a lite not without 
ſome extraordinary adventures, but ſuch as though ſhe 
would not deny me the knowledge of, yet were of that 
con{cquence as not to be imparted to any one elle. 
Whereupon willing to remove the reſtraint he was in, 
I retired to my Cloſet with a ſeeming defign to learn 
her Story. Ah Niſe! when he found himſelf at liberty 
to ſpeak 3 had you beheld his joytully tranſported carri- 
agc, and hcard thoſe endcaring ſupplications he made 
kneeling at my Feet, you would have allowed his Love 


too linccre and tender, to be rejected by one leſs partial 
an 1:inc had made mie, in what concerned that Gal- 
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lant man. I muſt confeſs the declaration of his Love 
this ſecond time was with that cautious reſpect and 
winning endearment, as made it impoſſible for me to 
keep him longer ignorant of the Place he had in my Af- 
fetion. I am ſcenlible the World would have condem- 
ned me for ſo haſty an owning my Inclination, though it 
had approved him worthy of me: but alas, my reſtraint 
was ſuch, that I could never promiſe him nor my felt a 


- poſſibility of ſecing him ( where I might ſpeak ) again, 


without the hazard of both our ſafeties. It would be 
needleſs to repeat all he ſaid to me in this Vitit ; and 
as to my {elf let it ſuffice I tell you, his Conqueſt over 


: me was ſuch, that he took his Leave with an Aſſurance 


from me that I would never yield my felt a Wife to any 


but Frederick, though that could not poffibly be hoped 


while my Father lived. He was very dcfirous of ſecing 
me once more, in the ſame diſguiſe, but there appeared 
{o many dangerous inconveniencies in it, that we could 
not reſolve when or how he might hope the Fortune 
of another ſuch Meeting. After this a Month palt in 
which he only could behold me in publick while my Fa- 
ther was preſent, none preſuming to come near my 
Apartment but thoſe my Father was pleaſed to bring 
with him when he came to me, where Frederick was ve- 
ry Athduous to let his Eyes and Looks acquaint me with 
what his Tongue durſt not mention. But both growing 
Impatient of brooking ſuch a conſirained reſervedneſs, 
without the opportunity. of ſometimes a more free Con- 
verſe, I took an occaſion to let him know I would be 
the following Evening in this Ifland, whither it he 
could privately convey himſelt, he ſhould meet me unat- 
tended in one of the Cloſe Walks: you may be fure he 
was punctual to the Aſſignment, and in this very Ar- 
bour it was we took an Eternal Farewel ot each other. 
While we were hcre he told me of Roſelinds”s Maids 
dcath, not without ſuſpicion of Poyſon, { the only per- 

G2 J {on 


| : 
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Barge at the Garden-itairs. His coming was a thing ſo Þ 


rellers, who all made their eſcape, they found a Sword 
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{on that knew he pretended to be favour'd by me ) but 2 
then we were apt to imagine it the effect of Theophilus's Y 
Revenge, who might ſuſpect her privy to the Eſcape of 
his Daughter 3 but that miſerable Wretch received her Þ 
death as a reward of her Treachery to us. We had not Þ 
been herc half an hour, when interrupted by more than 
an uſual Noiſe, I went out to one of the Walks from | 
whence I could ſec the River, where I was ſufhciently Þ 
affrighted to perceive my Father landing from his 


unuſual, that fezring ſomething dangerous to us, I haſt- 3 
ed to warn Frederick, of conccaling himſelt, while, in 7 
no little Piforder, I paſt through the Walks to meet 7 
my Father as far as I could from that part of the Gar- 
den 3 affoon as I came near him, methought there ap= * 
pearcd a ſeriouſneſs in his Looks more than at other 
times, but concluding my own fear raiicd that Imagi- # 
nation, I walkt with him, endeavouring to behave my | 
felt with as much unconcern'dneſs as my Fears would | 
Ict me, which increaſed to perceive his Curiolity carry | 
him through every Walk in the Iſland, holding me {till 
by the Hand ,, without ſo much as ſpeaking one Word ; 
when he had taken a full Survey of the Garden, he re- | 
turned carrying me with him to the Palace , where he | 
aſſumed again his wonted Temper, and I thought all | 
things had been as ſecure as could be wiſhed. But Oh * 
Heavens ! what was my Condition! what was my Grict 
and Deſpair the next Morning ! when being about to | 
riſe, one of my Women told me, as a misfortune all were | 
troubled at, that Frederick, was the Night before murde- | 
red, going from the Palace to. his Lodgings 3 and that Þ 
the Guard had fcen his body thrown into the River, | 
not knowing, who it was, *till going to ſeize the Quar- 


which was known to be his, but himfſ{clt could no 
wictc be heard of, I was immediatcly like one Thun- 
der-{iruck. 
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der-ſtruck,and remained in my Bed with more appcarance 
of having followed him to Eternity, than of any Lite 
remaining in me. All my Women being ſenſibly afflict- 
cd at my Concern, began to blame her had fo impru- 
dently told me what had occationed it, concluding my 
Surprize and the Tenderneſs of my Nature the fole cauſe 
of that grief I had exprett for the lamentable death of 
one my Father fo much valued; and coming a little to 
my ſelf, I ftrove fo far with my Sorrows to confirm them 
in their belief, that not one of them furmized any thing 
of the truth 3 and telling them I would not riſe ill 
my diſturbance was a little remov'd , they Ictt me 
alone, to renew that Griet I could not have {upprefi 
much longer. It would be too tedious for me to relate 
all that my Deſpair and Torment for his Loſs made me 
utter. A thouſand times I wiſht my felt his Compani- 
on'in Death 3 But what gave me the moſt ſenſible diftra- 
tion was, through whoſe hatred he ſhould have been ſo 
barbarouſly deſtroy'd. He was generally bcloved by all 
that knew him, neither could I imagine, had my Father 
been acquainted with his Love, he would have been fo . 
rigorous to a man he himſelf cſteem'd above all others. 
But I will only let thee know, my forrow grew fo vio- 
lent by ſtriving to ſuppreſs it,that it was attended with a 
. Fever which confined me ſome weeks to my Bed; during 
which, my Fathers Griet was in appearance little inferiour 
to that I languiſhed under, ſeeming to uſe his utmoſt en- 
deavours to diſcover the Murderers. Nor was his Concern 
les for my Indiſpolition, not owning that he was at all ' 
acquainted with the Cauſe of it. About five months 
were palt before I began to appear abroad, when | was 
afreſh aſſaulted by a fit of ſickneſs which had feized on my 
Father, and which proved in the end fatal to him. Du- 
ring near a month that he lay 11], I continually attends 
ed at his Bedſide, and diſcovered by his frequent expretit- 
ons, though darkly uttered, that an inward Diſquiet of 
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und hindred any good effteqs which Medicines 
might work toward the removing his diftemper 3 and at 
latt when he tound his death near approaching, com- 
manding all to quit the Room but my {\clt, taking and 
pretling my hand, while a flood of Tears iflued from his 
weak eyes : Ahmy Diana! (faidhe ) with what com- 
fort might I now have dicd, had not the miſery I am 
loaded with been procured by my own prccipitatcd rage. 
Thou knowelt how much I prized the untortunate Fre- 
acrick and perhaps in time might not have thought him 
unht to be thy Husband, But oh dire aiſcovery 3 Thes- 
philus examining his Daughters Maid about her flight, 
ulting both Promiſes and Threats, extorted a contctlion 
frem her, that you and Frederick were both privy to it 
and bringing her privately tome, I learnt, with ſortow, 
the Conferences that unhappy man had with you in diſ- 
guiſe, which was aggravaicd with ſuch undoubted cir- 


cumitances, that I] had no reaſon to doubt the truth of 


what ſhe related 3 but reſolving to be throughly ſatished 


before 1 executed that rigor I thought to a fin of ſo high 


a Naturc, was due; I in;ployed Theophilus to obſerve 
both your actions 3 who. I mult tell you, though I had 
torgiven the Maids Offence in affiſting Frederick to get 


to you, Hz would not that of aiding his Daughter in her 


running away, but by a lingring Poyſon ſent her to ano- 
ther world 3 and to be revenged of the injury he was ſen- 
f1bJe Frederick had done him, continually incited me to 
puniſh his infolence of pretending to your Love by ſuch 
clandeſtine wayes as he had made uſe of 3 fo that at laſt 
yiclding to his per{waſions, being overcome by too nice 


a {cncc of Honour, I reſolved} if I ever diſcovered him to | 
be apain with you, that his Litc ſhould anſwer the pre- | 
ſurption z and that diligent man hearing of his going 
alone to the Hand, incitcd me to follow and take him 
there with you 3 which though I miſt of effecting, upon 
certain edyice that hc had nxt with you there, I was to 

exaſperated, 


* 
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exaſperated, that (though I diſſembled my anger ) reſo- 
lutions of ruining him began to poſſeſs my mind, and 
ſending, for Theophilus he ſo confirmed me in the diſplea- 
ſurc I had conceived againſt him, that IT gave him leave 
to uſe him as an enemy to his Prince, and affaulter of his 
honour. What followed ( ſaid he weeping ) thou too 
well knowelſt, and from the hour of his death I never re- 
ccived one of conſolation, wiſhing the Sword that pierc*d 
his Breaſt had been levell'd at my own nor could I ever 
brook the ſight of Theophilus after that fatal night 3 which 
joyncd to the loſs of his Daughter,and a ſenſe of Guilt for 
the innocent blood he had ſhed, ttruck him into fo deep a 
Melancholy, that he outlived my Dear Frederick but a few 
Weeks. Here he ended his Diſcourſe, accompanying 
that renewed Grief I was poſſeſt with, at the know- 
ledge of my Fathers being the Murderer ( asI lookt on 
him) of the beſt man had ever lived. But if his remem- 
brance made me behold my Father with a growing dif- 
pleaſure, the weakneſs of his Condition, and the real 
penitence he ſhewed for what had been allowed by him 
to be committed, made me turn all my Anger to a La- 
mentation, becoming a dutiful Child to a dying Parent : 


he continued two days after he had given me this ac- 


count of Fredericks death, and then refigned his Soul to 
Heaven, and his Dukedom to her who has enjoyed ſmall 


ſatisfaction from that Dignity lince deprived of what 


would have beena happineſs much more conhiderable. 
The afflicted Dutcheſs making this ſad end of her 
Naryation, perceived by the Tears of her beloved Niſe 
that ſhe had as equal a ſhare in her Mistortunes as it they 
had been the circumtianccs of her own Lite. Burt it the 
compatlionate Niſe accompanicd the Conclution of her 
Ladys Hittory with the greatelt exprethons of a real 
Grict tor her Mistortunc>: the fair atflicted Dutcheſs 
could not rehit an unbounded Sorrow, at the remem- 
brance of thole dif:{ters teemed to deny any tuture com- 
tore 


L, 26 | 
fort to her Life. They continued a great while withe | 
out difturbing one another in their pitiful Lamentati- 
ons 3 and doubtleſs the whole day had been ſpent by 
the ſorrowful Diana in that ſad Contemplation, if her 
Favourite, recollecting her: felt, had not conftidered how 
late it was, and how much Company attended the © 
Dutcheſſes return to her Palace 3 and withal to divert | 
her thoughts from what ſhe believed the remembrance of | 
was ſo prejudicial to her : She at laſt with much intrea- | 
ty perſwaded herto go back from ths Garden, endea- 
vouring, to conceal, as much as pothble , the diſorder 
ſhe was in, from all Bcholders. At her arrival there, 
thoſe Princes, who, attracted by her Beauty and the 
greatneſs of her Fortune, reſided at her Court, in hopes 
that a happy Poſſeſſor of both ,. would be chole from 
among them 3 came to welcom her Return from a place 
they wiſhed ſhe would take leſs pleaſure in, fince the had 
required their defifting from tollowing her thither at any 
time. Her obliging goodneſs was not wanting in ex- 
prefling a complaiſance to them equal to their quality 3 
though none could promiſe himſelt any advancement in 
his Love from one who delired to appear very averſe 
from an intention of altering her condition : and while 
they ſtudied to outvy one another in Grandeur and State, 
each {triving to make himſelf more remarkable than the 
reſt of his Rivals 3 the ſorrowtul Dutcheſs beſtowed all 
the Leaſure, buſineſs of her Government would allow, 
on the cruel remembrance of her unhappy Lover, who 
though ſhe knew long lince dead, had a ſhare in her 
Breaſt much beyond what any Living One could ob- 
tain. 

The Meſſenger that was ſent by the Dutcheſs, to learn 
a more particular account ot Alzxanders Maſſacre than 
what the Countryman had related, being returned jutt 
as the Dutcheſs was retiring from thoſe Crowds had fil- 
ied her Palace upon hcr dining with the Princes 4 
pub- 


—_— _ _ — 
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publick, which ſometimes ſhe knew not how to excuſe, 
when requeſted by them 3 gave her an account of Alex- 
anders Cruelty, little different from what ſhe had heard 
before 3 whole barbarous ſeverity ſo much incenſed her, 
that ſhe was about to give immediate Order to have him 
committed to a publick Execution, as his wickedneſs 
had in all appearance juſtly deſerved, But Ceſario, his 
faithfu) Friend, being newly come from the Priſon 
where he was contined, and at the ſame time She was 
going to pronounce Sentence 3 throwing himſelf at her 
Feet, he humbly beſought her to reſpite his Doem till 
ſhe heard what his Inducements were to commit that 
Fad he was to ſuffer for, But although he made Uſe 
of. all the Arguments a generous Friendſhip could ſtore 
him with, they were not prevalent enough to obtain the 
deferring that juſtice the Princeſs thought was not fit to 
be delaid, where the guilt appeared fo notorious until 
the Stranger Princes joyned their interceſſion, withal 
urging, that his Puniſhment a while ſuſpended would 
| fatisfie her better than to wiſh it undone, if he ſhould 
7 prove an objed fitter for Her Mercy than the Laws Ri- 
Z gour; which Ceſario afhrmed ta be molt certain. So that 
2 at laſt her Compaſhon prevailing above her Severe Ju- 
3 ARiice, ſhe returned with the Princes, and being ſeated 
with them on her ſides, Ceſario by her command related 
the particulars of Alexanders Life, to that fatal Accident 
had expoſed it to ſo eminent danger. 


The 


WE 
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The Hiſtory of Alexander and 
Cynthia. 


Adam», what I ſhall acquaint your Highneſs with 
M of that Unfortunate man 1s now a Delinquent to 
your Laws, will, I queſtion not, make him appear to you 
inore Unhappy than Wicked ; z eſpecially it you will 

pleaſe to allow that one Nobly Born ought not to be 


Arrads 2 ſenſe of Honour, and endeavour the Vindica- 


tion of it, when aſſaulted in the higheſt nature 3 but that 
you may be more fully informed of it , and the real 
Worth of him I plead for, your Highneſs muſt give me 
permithon to tevin with the firſt paſſages of his Life, 
and I believe you will tind ſomething diverting and cx- 
. traordinary in the Relation I ſhall make. 

There are few can boaſt more advantages from a good 
Education than he is Maſter of, in which his Father 
took all imaginable care to have his Endowments equal 
to the conſiderable Rank his Birth had placed him in. 
After a convenient time employed at a in thoſe Stu- 
dies were fit for him, he was ſent abroad to learn thoſe 
Accompliſhments the Theory alone is to be had from 
Books ; but after a few years employed in Travel, the 
Death of his Father called him Home, to the poſſeſſion of 
a large Inheritance z where his obliging carriage ſoon 
procured the commendation of all the City, every one 
{triving to be reckoned in the number of his Friends 
but an unexpected accident quickly after his: return, 
removed that tranquillity he had till then been attended 


with. AFormal young Gallant of the City, very well 
attended, 
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7 attended, by chance paſſing through a Principal Street, 
? met Alexander at that time alone, who diverted by the 
7 fight of a Lady looking from a Window, took not fo 
7 much notice of the Complement that Gentleman made 
7 him of his Hat in going by, as to return the like Ci- 
| vility 3 which being lookt on as a lighting rudeneſs, 
7 made the Gentleman turn back and give him ſome up- 
” braiding Language, which Alexander confident he had 
| not deſerved, returned him ſuch fharp Replies, that 
” from words they came to make Ulſe of their Swords, 
+ whereby Alexander, being fallen upon by all that ac- 


companied his Opponent, received ſeveral wounds be- 
fore theCompany in the Street could get in to part them; 


4  butat laſt a Croud getting together, his Enemies ſhift- 


ted for themſelves, while he not able to go far, ſlipt 
into the Porch of an adjacent Houſe, and ſo to the 
Yard, before thoſe that were come in to ſeparate them, 
had laid hold of him. As he ſtood there looking about 
whither to go for ſome help, finding his ſirength be- 
gin to fail by the loſs of his blood, he perceived the 
door of a Hall open, and leaning on his Sword went 
toward it, to get ſome of the Houſe to call a Chi- 
rurgeon to him 3 but he was ſcarce entred, when 
through weakneſs and pain, he fell down in a Swoon. 
There happened to fit in the Halla young Lady, who 
{hricking at the ſight of a man entring with a naked 
Sword, and all cver bloody, brought in the Servants, 
whoſe coming was very opportune for the wounded 
ſtranger 3 ſoon after the Maſter of the Houſe, and Fa- 
ther of the young Lady, being advertifed of what had 
happened, came down, and ſecing the condition he was 
in, Ordered him to be laid in a Bed, and ſending for 
Chirurgeons, with much pains they brought him to 
himſelf, when ſearching his wounds, they judged his 
greateſt danger was the loſs of ſo much blood 3 how- 
ever he would haye been carried home, but _ 

J- 


% 
__ 


Chirurgeons ſaid it might indanger his life, and Oclavio | 
generouſly declared, he ſhould not leave his Houle, till 
he ſaw him in a better condition, fince Providence had * 
becn pleaſed to dircct him thither. And his Care and | 
Kindneſs, with his Chirurgeons diligence, within tew |? 

T 


days raiſed him from his Bed, ſo that he reſolved with 
great acknowledgements to Ofavio, to return again to 
his own Houſe, for the perteCting his Cure. But Ofa- | 
io on the other fide, periiſted in his Noble humour of |: 
not letting him ftir till he was pertc&ly well, ſo that 
he was compcl'd to ſtay longer than he detired at that 
time,being withalnot a little ſolicitous to hear what was 
become of his Adverſary, whom he reſolved to call to 
a ſevere account for his baſeneſs, as ſoon as his ſtrength 
would permit. One morning as he was buſying himſelt 
with ſuch Thoughts, his Meditations were interrupted 
by a Charming Voice he heard at ſome diſtance, accom- 
panied by the ſound of a Lute, play'd on by no mean Ar- 
tiſt. His Curiolty preſently made him deſire to learn 
who it was had given him fo pleaſing a diverſion. 
And leaving his own Chamber, he paſt through a large 
Gallery, at the cnd of which he heard the dclighttul 
Muſick, as he gueſſed, trom a Room .that opened to 
the place where he was the Voice he knew to be a 
Womans 3 and imagined, as it really was, That Porcza, 
OFavio's Daughter , had ignorantly given him that 
delighttul cntertainment 5 and being earneſt, it poſſible, 
to have a light of the Perſon had drawn him thither, 
he wcnt ſoftly to the door, which he ſaw was ſhut 3 and 
'o0king, through the Key-hole, bcheld a young Lady, 
wivle beauty he thought much tranſcended all that e- 
ver hc had {een of Lovely before, which was increaſed 
by the negligent polture he bchcld her in, drying fome 
{2a1s fecni'd to force a paſſage from her Languiſhing 
cycs, He had not long contemplated on this lovely 
Obj- ct win fecing a Maid come in to her, whom he 

| . » knew 
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2 knew to be the ſame athſied often near him during 
27 his ſickneſs, and fearing cither to be heard, or that the 
Z door where he ſtood ſhould be opencd 3 the caution of 
avoiding any thing might look Jike rudeneſs in a Houſe 


where he was ſo much Reſpected, made him retire back 
to his own Chamber, though not without ulinga little 
compulſion to himſclt, in leaving a place he could have 
wiſhed a longer continuance in. After he had ſome- 
time contemplated on the Charms of that fair Lady he 
had ſo unexpectedly ſeen, and who he was confident 
mult be Porcza, his Friends Daughter. Odavio came in 
to Vifit and Accompany him at his Dinner, it being a- 
bout that time of the day 3 at the end of which, Phils, 
( the ſame who uſed to come to him, and her he had not 
long before ſeen in the Ladys Chamber ) came in, and 
preſented him a Basket of curious Flowers, deliring he 
would accept and value them as the firſt Fruits of the 
Spring in her Maſtcrs Garden. He received the gift at 
hr(t as a Complement of the Maids, for which he thought 
the Return of a more conſiderable preſent would be ex- 
pected, which he could not then pertorm, Odavio being 
with him but ſetting the Basket on a Table, ang thank- 
ing-the Maids kindneſs, he continued ro entertain Ofa- 
vio, being then leſs ſolicitous to leave him than before, 
which was not diſplealing to the good old Gentleman, 
who atter a convenient time from Dinner, leaving Alex- 
ander to repoſe himſelf he went to do the like in his own 
Chamber 3 as ſoon as he was gone Alexander looking by 
chance on the Flowers, found them placed in the Basket 
with ſo much Curioſity, as required him to look more 
attentively on them, when he was {urpriſed to tind in a 
mixture of Gillifowers and Jeflamine a Compotition of 
theſe Words, Ir is enough to the Diſcreet. Although he 
concluded it came trom Porctz, both by the perſon that 
brought it, and having fcen in her Chamber, Flowers 
{cattered on the Floor 3 yet he could not refolve wo 

eve 
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lieve himſelf ſo fortunate, to look on it as a Favour de- 
fign'd him, oran incouragement to that Love he found |} 
began to take poſſeſſion of his Breaſt 3 However, willing | 
to diſcover what the meaning might be, he reſolved to | 
return an anſwer the ſame way 3 ſo that taking out all 
the Flowers, he put in the bottom of the Basket a Let- | 
ter filled with all the paſſhonate Expreſſions a growing | 
Love could dicate to him, and laying the Flowers on | 
the top in the ſame order he received them, only alter- 
ing the words 3 and that Evening Phills coming into his 
Chamber, after engaging her his by a conſiderable Pre- 
ſent, he prevailed with her to carry the Basket to her 
young Lady , who ſhe confeſs'd had ſent it to him : | 
which ſhe immediately did, and delivering it to Porcis ſhe } 
read her own words varied to theſe ; The Flowers conceal 
itz and meeting under them with his Letter, ſhe found 
his declaration of Love diſcovered with the greateſt re- 
ſpet and moſt aggravated endearment imaginable 3 
which was not difpleaſing to her, when Phillis aſſured 
her it might be believed real, giving her an account of 
what ſhe learnt from Alexander; of his having both ſeen 
and heard her at the Gallery door. Whether it was 
Porcia's reſtraint made her more ready to receive an im- 
preſſion of Love, or whether her own diſpoſition was 
cafily ſuſceptible of that paſſion 3 but as Alexander learnt 
afterwards from her Maid, the Declaration of his Love 
madean entire Conqueſt over that too-eaſie woman, who 
after having ſeveral times read his Letter, ſaid to her 
Confident, Phils, Ah Heavens! what Gueſs'did my mis- 
fortunes bring into my Fathers Houſe ! Ah what Charms 
haſt thou returned me under thoſe guilty Flowers ! Ah 
Philis, Alexander has conquered my Soul 3 I would fain 
be angry with my ſelf for thinking on him, and with 
Him tor owning that he loves mezbut he has done it with 
ſo winning, and ſo reſpectful a grace, that I muſt for- 


give him 3 Ay, to my perpetual Torment I muſt do more, 
I muſk 
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I muſt love that bewitching man : and I cannof avoid 
conjuring thee by all the kindneſs thou haſt for me,to find 
out ſome means for him to ſpeak with me before he 
leaves our Houſe. Her Maid premiſcd her obedience . 
to that difficult Command,though ignorant how to bring 
it to paſs by reaſon of Ofavio's cautious jealoulie, who 
was a continual Centinel over his Daughters actions 53 
but at laſt it was reſolved, to bring him one Night to Por-= 
eas Chamber when the old Gentleman was a-bed, but 
the very day before, whether he had taken notice of the 
Maids too often being with Alexander, or whether he 
thought him now well enough to remove,he came to him, 
Z and told him a Chair was ready to carry him home, and 
= that he muſt conſent to that reconcilement he was newly 
s come from concluding with his Enemy 3 the ſurprized Lo= 
* ver knowing not how pothibly to refuſe cither, was forced 
E to go that afternoon from the Houſe he then heartily 
Y wiſhed a longer reſidence in, but not able to find out 
any tolerable Excuſe, he obeyed OGavio's pleaſure with 
all the acknowledgements could be expreſſed for the 
great Favours and Kindneſs he had received from him, 
and took his leave, diſappointing both Porcia and him- 
{elf of a meeting would have been agreeable enough to 
them. Alexander remained ſome days after his remo- 
val from Of@avio's with the ſatisfaction of knowing 
now and then by a Letter, his Aﬀection was fo far from 
being diſpleaſing to her he had placed it on, that ſhe 
delighted in nothing more than the Conqueti ſhe belie- 
ved ſhe had made over him , and he has conteſs*t to me 
that he wiſht then for nothing more than the full po- 
{cſſion of her, which he had almoſt fixt his refolution 
of demanding from her Father, not doubting of being 
approved by him for a Son-in-Law. But fortune had 
otherwiſe decreed to diſpoſe of him, though not with- 
out the blemiſh of inconſtancy. About that time Carles 


returned from a long Travel, to ſettle with a Family in 
D Mantua, 
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Mantua, called thither by the ſame occaltion had brought 
Alexander ſome time before, upon the death of a Father. 
They having, when abroad, travelled ſeveral journeys 
of pleaſure together, where ſo firm a friendſhip was con- 
tracted between them. that it was now an equal joy to 
both, that in a more ſ{ctlcd condition they ſhould injoy 
one anothers agreeable Converſation. At no time could 
one be ſeen without the other, and Carlos was alwayecs 
to be found in Alexanders Houſe, or Alexander at that 
of Carlos, at leaſt that part of it he reſerved for his 
own Apartment, there bcing ſome Rooms he gave ad- 
mittance tc none into, where his fair Silter Cynthia was, 
by his ſevere nicety, kept almoſt from the converſation: 
of hutnane kind, not allowing her to frequent ſo much 
as any place of Devotion, further than a little Oratory 
within the Houſe, where from behind a Guilded Let- 
tice ſhe heard a Prieſt, by her Brothers order, afhiſting as 
a Chaplain to her 3 yct, whether ſuch a Reſtraint was na- 
tural to her, or that ſhe would not oppoſe in any-thing 
the pleaſure of Carlos, whom ſhe cltcemed a Parent as 
well as a Brother, her hours met with Diverſions among 
her Maids, which hindred them from being tedious to 
her, while Carlos and Alexander employ'd theirs in thoſe 
Gallanttics were ſuitable to their age, cſpecially Alex- 
anders confilted in the favourable opportunity he had 
rocured, by Phill;s's contrivance, of Diſcourling every 
vening, with his Beloved Porcia, Carlos ſeldom leaving 
him alone in the night expoſed to thoſe Dangers often 
attend Intrigues of that Nature 3 and he was at laſt ar- 
rived to ſo full a fatisfattion through the winning car- 
riage of his Miſtreſs, that he determined out of hand to 
compleat both their happincfſcs by demanding Oftawiv's 
permiſſion for the Conſummation of their Marriage 3 
But having impartcd the defign to Carlos, whether up- 
on any other ground, or only not to bc rob'd of a Friend 
by ſeeing him xctircd to the Converſation of a ts he | 
cnNACa- 
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endeavour'd to make him ſuſpend the too haſty purſuit 


| of what he was then ſo carncli for, Oneday as the two 


Friends were walking in a Gallery of Carlss, Houſe, dif- 
courling about Alexanders Concern,he caſt his Eyes about 
the Walls to take a Survey of ſeveral curious pieces of 
Limning Carlos had brought with him from Reme,among 
which 3 he obſerved one Vous fo beautiful, that 


| at the firſt glance he rather attributed ſuch perfections 


as appcarcd Painted to the goodnels of the Work- 
mans fancy, than a poſſhbilicy that Nature had, or could 
ever form an Original equal to it 3 but asking Carlos if 
there had ever lived any thing like it, he told him it was 
a lively Copy of a Lady called Lanura, who was the ob- 
jet of his firſt Love in Rome. Such Beauty ( replicd 
Alexander ) might rather become the Adoration of a Di- 
vinify, than any one that were Mortal. and I could almoſt 
accuſe my Friend of Blaſphemy it I thought he had 
ever preſumed to acquaint her with his Love, at lealt in 


{ anyother tearms than ſuch as your Prayers are offercd 


up to Heaven. Carlos ſmiled at his {udden Tranſporr, 
telling him ſhe was Mortal, and a Woman, and by conſc- 
quence liable to take the Impretlion of Love, and to be 
overcome 3 but finding him to periilt in an Extravagant 
admiration only of a Picture, he perſwaded him into anc- 
ther Room to forget what he had feen 3 but from that 
time Alexanders thoughts were ſo wholly employed in 
contemplation of the Lovely Picture, that he was ſcarce 


_ ever out of Carlos's Houle, or the Gallery, where the two 


Friends being together one Afternoon, Alfredo, a near 
Relation of Porcia's came to vitit them, his chiet Deſign 
being to engage Alexanders Mediation with Carlos, that 
he would beliow his Siſter Cynthiz on him tor a Wite, 
he having taken a dcep Impreiſion of Love, from a fight 
of her in her return with her Brother, not long betore, 
to Mantua. Alexander would willingly have obliged Al- 


8 fredo for his Courzens ſake, but knowing well the reſer- 
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ved temper of Carlos, he could not promiſe him any 
hopes of Succeſs 3 for although the Friendſhip between 
them was very great, Carlos had never given him a fight 
of his Siſter, or ſo much as mention'd her being in the 
Houle 3 however, he {atishcd the Lover of Cynthia at pre- 
ſent, by aſſuring him to employ all his Intereſt with her 
Brother to make him happy. But Alexander himfelt in 
the mean time had refign'd all his Tranquillity to the 
imagined Beauty of Laxra, not only owning it to his 
Friend, but with Proteſtations, that if their Friendſhip 
did not with-hold him, he would immediately viſit 
Rome in ſearch of this Lovely Creature, begging Carlos 
with the greateſt carneſineſs poſſible, to give him an hi- 
ſorical account of his Love, and the progrefſhon he had 
m2de with her. Carlos found himſclt at a loſs what to 
fay ; but ar laſts a little to gratifie his perſeverance to 
know ſomething, he told him in general, that he had 
not bzen hated by her, that he had often found opportu- 
nitics of ſceing and Diſcourſing with her, but before he 
could perſwade her to a Reſolution of making him hap- 
py. the death of his Father had called him from Rome 
and the Perſon he loved 3 withal perſwading Alexander 
to mention her no more to him, leſt it ſhould incite thoſe 
Thoughts he would unwillingly harbour againſt a Friend 3 
Alexander promiſed he would not, ſtriving to put it off 
with a jcaſt, that what he had ſaid was only to try the 
Conſtancy of his Fricnds Love; and Carlos (miling, 
{cemed to believe he had no other delign in it. So fall- 
ing from that to other Diſcourſe, Alexander ſpoke to 
him in bchalf of Alfredo for his Siſter 3 but Carlos an- 
{wcred to that Demand, that although he was well fa- 
tishcd both of the ny and Fortune of Alfredo, yet 
hc would Impoſc no Husband upon his Siſter, but one 
ſhe ſhould her (elf approve firſt, and that hearing Alfredo 
was then going a journcy to Loretto, by the time of his 
Ictun he would know his Siſtcrs ſcnſc, and accordingly 

anſwer 
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anſwer his Demand. This Journey of Alfreds*'s was 
to accompany his Unkle Ofavio, and Porcia, who went 
thither in performance of a Vow Ofavio had made, 
while Languiſhing under a Violent Diſtemper he had 
ſome time been recovered of. The Night before their 
Departure Alexander took his leave of Porcia at the Win- 


dow they uſed to meet at,with a real ſorrow on her part 


to be abſented from him, and a well expreſſed one on 
his, if the remembrance of Lawra's Picture would allow 
it to be ſincere, But when ſhe had been a few days ab- 
ſent, neither the conſideration of diſpleafing Carlos, nor 
the unaccountableneſs of this new Paſſion, could deter 
him from reſigning all his Fredom to the well-drawn 
Charms of Laura's Picture, watching all Opportunities 
of being in the Gallery to meditate on the Pertcctions 
appeared in that excellent Piece. One day, as he was re- 
tired to his Contemplation , a Servant brought him 
word that a Woman cloſe Veiled defired to ſpeak with 
him, who by his Command being brought up,delivered 
a note into his hand, and told him ſhe mult wait his An- 
{wer toit 3 breaking off the Seal he found it contain'd a 
ſummons from an unknown Lady, to be directed by the 
Servant brought it to him, to a Window, at eight at 
Night, where ſhe deſired a ſhort Diſcourſe with him. 
He obliged the Maid to ſtay where ſhe was,untill the hour 
appointed, at which time going out, his concealed Guide 
before, after having paſſed ſeveral Streets, ſhe brought 
him to an Ally, whole narrowneſs added to thc ob{cu- 
rity of the Night, and leaving him under a little \Vin- 
dow opened into it from a large Houſe,(he took her Leave 
of him, tcliing him ſhe would lt her Lady know that 
he attended her pleaſure, He had waited a (hort while 
after the Maids departure, when he perceived the VWin- 
dow open, and heard one call fottly to him. Atter' his 
firlt Complements were over, the perſon from the Win- 
dow ſaid : Had I not becn convinced that the Generulity 
D 3 "|| of 
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er Anion would not fufter him to diſobey the allip- || 
nation ot 3 '' dv. I ihould ſcarce have made this Traal | | 
of vgur biting Depoſition bur fince the repctition of | 
many woidvs i5 needlets to one mult beg of you what ſhe | 
hopes vou will not deny 5 the only inducement I can uſe 
tO ailurc wy felt ©. vour compliance, 15 to let you know 
that VOUT CONLDy, DUET IS tO Jay anothcr Obligation on 
T 2:1-2 DCties that of havi waa reſpect more than ordina- 
ry for| ict L Picture, nctther 15 1t] alone am engaged to a 
FavOL F20.e CHeem tor the Gallant Alexander, but my 

ar Frind and Companion Cynthia has fet fog preat a va- 
Tac on your Merits, that I doubt ſhe is not far from an In- 


chnation to the worthy Matter of them : and to acquaint 


you wittfthe detizn of your being ſent for hithcr, it is 
both trom her an n1 y {clt, ( if our Intreaties can prevail ) 
that you would bc lets Afiduous with Carlos in favour 
of your Friend 4!fredo ; for be conhident, Cynthia's 

thoughts are fo far trom approving his pretentions, that 
it it be perfitied in *twill occation that Difference be- 
tween her and her Brother, which ſhe would moſt wil- 
Iingly avoid, and be troubled your Intercethon ſhould oc- 
calion it wherefore it lis upon you to deter Carlos trom 
allowing it any further progreſs, and reduce Alfredo to a 
rclolation of 1 9's > no longer in a dcfign will never 
prove ſucccistul, Alc:cander was fo {urprized to hear the 
name of Laura, 2nd tranſported with the imagination of 
being, fo nc: Id. that the plcafing ditturbance 1t had 
put him in, would rot ſuffer a paſſage to his Words 
whereby he might form an Anſwer. to what the had rc- 
guircd of him, morc than with broken expretiions to at- 
furc ay hic thould reovee to that Obudicnce the required 
of Inim. So that giving hor lJeifurc to recolleet what 
{he iniendod to acguatnt him with, ſhe continued her 
Dikourlc, faying { Now Guncrous Aloxander, that 1 have 
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thers power, I muſt beg your patience to hear the occali- 
on of it. Carlos has already told you my Inclination 
had preferred him above all others, my Quality and the 
place of my Birth you have learnt from him 3 but ſince 
his reſervedneſs has kept you ignorant of the occaftion 
brought mc to Mantna, and into his Houſe, relying on 
your ſecrefie , you ſhall he informed of the cauſe of it 
from Laura her (elf. During the time of Carlor's abode 
in Rome, our Loves were grown reciprocal, when he took 
that Journey with you, ( ſoon after your hrlt acquain- 
tance ) to viſit the moſt remarkable Places in Italy, lea- 
ving his Sifter ina Convent ſhe had been bred in, until he 
ſhould return; I heard afterward by him,.that being 
called home by the death of your Father, youPtook your 
Leave of one another in Florence, he to come back to 
Rome, while you haſted to the City we are now 1n3 Carlos 
was come within a league of Rome without meeting any 
thing remarkable after he lcft you, but then he ſaw com- 
ing towards him a Coach and fix Horſes, driving with 
an unuſual Speed, and before it came near him, turned 
out of the High-Road, and fiopt at a Wood-ude, a con- 
venient diſtance from it 3 believing there was tomething 
extraordinary in what he had ſcen, his Curiolty made 
him ride to the other ſide of the Grove, and itring 
his Horſe, he made a paſſage through the Boughs till he 
catne near the place where the Coach ttood , trom 
whence he faw there had alighted two Gentlemen, who 
entring the Wood made a fiand in an open place ve- 
ry near that where the thickneſs of the Butics had con- 
cealed him, and heard one of them, with a ditiurbed 
tone, accoli the other. My Lord Albert, ( taid he ) I 
have brought you hither to let you know. you have 
milcd in that rc{pect is due to our Friendihip, tince 
you could fo much forget my adoration was placed on 
that Lady, as to dar? purſue the {upplanting of it, tO 
advance vour own. | contels my Lord Duks { replied 
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the other ) vou was before hand with mc ————- 
Laura was come thus far with her Diſcourfe, when one 
coming haſtily ro her trom within, ſhe ſtarted up, and 
only faying. tarcwcll Alexander, till to morrow this time, 
when I ſhall expe you in the ſame place , She retired 
trom the Window 5 and Alexander returned home 
WA —_y {cd within himſelt at io unthought of an 
adventure as he had met with. The joy of having 
found a Sal Lara, quite baniſht from his thoughts the 
remembrance ot his once admirable Porcia, and it (he 
did 2t 2ny time poflcls them, he made himſelf believe 
her Bc __ kad never made any firm Imprettion in his 
Mind. at Icft he allowed that Change cxcuſable,; he had 
Not Withou t ſome tiruggling ſubmitted to, and forced 
br 2 Brauty mvch preterrable to what he forſook 3 con- F 
Moen: ſe was not Miltreſs of leſs Charms than were gi-  Þ 

ven her by the Painter, but rather would have allow'd F| 
them cxcclling the Copy, if they ſhould appear equal to 
her Wit, He wiſht _ a violent impatience the re- 

turn of the next Night, ſpending the remainder of that 
Night 2nd the Day tollowing in a ſerious contemplation 
of his Urtorturate, yet in ſome Conliderations Happy 
Cenditics, What am reduced to ( weuld he ſay to 
himfclf ) thet I muſt cither be miſerable by my own 
obſtinzcy , or offend in the higheſt nature the bett of 
Fricnds ? ſhall I ſhun ſeeing her again, and learn to for- 
ect my captivity, thereby confirming my conſtancy to 
Porci?, and tiidity to Carlos ? No, no, *tis no longer in 
my Power, nor did I ever love till I beheld the reſcm- 
blance of Laura ;, I ncvcr had, nor can have a Pajtion 
but tor hr 3 Yet ſhall | betray my Friend ? yes, I nwit, 
[ hopc I have alrcady ſupplanted him : nor can that be 
termed a Tircafon which Merit occatious 3 alas ! it I 
ſought 3 how can my Tongue be filent againlt the very 
unpulſc of ny foul 3 I mutt rather periſh tondly by feck- 


ing Lara, than kt Carlos owe nic a hlilent fidelity, 


Carlos 
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Carlos is guilty in ſo far doubting my Loyalty to con- 
ceal her being here, but I will take him at his word, let 
him be delighted with the remembrance of that Lawra 
he Icft at Rome, while I Triumph in the Love of Lawra 
that is in Mantua. Fixt in this reſolution, he waited 
the following Evenings Approach with the impatience 
of one that hopes a Bletling, which was no ſooner come, 
but he made haſte. to the appointed Window, and at 
the prefixt time found it opened by his Beloved L arr, 
who told him he might now be ſecure from that Inter- 
ruption had forced her the night before to retire, which 
was the coming in of Carlos, who was now in Bed, and 
Cynthia in her own Chamber aſleep. Alexander begin- 
ning from her diſcourſe of Cynthia, took occafion high- 
ly to complain againſt the ſcrupulous humour of Carlos, 
for being ſo reſerved in concealing his Siſter, that all the 
Friendſhip between them had not made him deſerve a 
ſight of her: which reſtraint of his has now engaged 
me in ſuch adetire of procuring it ( added he, ) that 
though only the gratifying my Curiofity is what I ſeek, 


' yet unleſs you forbid it, it thall be accompliſhed, it to the 


cndangering a breach in our Friend{hip. To affureyou 
( anſwered Lawra ) I do not emulate the Merits of my 
Friend , you have permiffion to endeavour what you 


mention, though on your part, the fight of ſo many 


Charms may endanger the Conftancy of the Firmeft 
Lover 3 ſince there have been in K ome and Mantua. thoſe 
who allowed her worthy the greateſt admiration : Ma- 
dam ( replied the Amorous Alexander ) although there 
were as commanding a power in Cynthia's Beauty, as 
your Friendthip attords it, that *tis enough to (ee her and 
be conquered 3 yet They mult be reckoned tree trom that 
danger, who have been blett in ſeeing Lawra, though but 
ſhadowed.l ſhal! believe you reſolute(faid {he interrupting 
him ) it you cav behold her with indifterence, whole 
Form perhaps has becn the particular care of Heaven in 
moulding 3 
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moulding and bcfore you attempt ſeeing her, imagine 
you may incounter one much tranſcending whatever you 


can imagine in Lazra, who may be flattered too much 
in the Copy you have ſeen: No, Fair Lavrra, ( replycd 


he ) if you had not a ſufficient aſſurance of your own 
Charms, you would fcarce have afforded thoſe praiſes to 
your Friends, which indifferent Beauties are ſhy of men- 
tioning in anothers tavour. Perhaps ( faid ſhe ) it 
would noc be diſplealing to me, if Alexander were as 
much captivated by Cynthia*s Beauty,as he pretends to be 
by Laxra's Picture. Theſe latt words of Hers made him 
ſo doubtful what might be meant by them, that not da- 


1ing to attempt knowing more of her meaning , he 


changed his Diſcourſe into a defire that ſhe would oblige 
him with the Concluſion of what ſhe was the Night 
before interrupted in. Which (he ſeeming willing to do, 
being inminded by him where ſhe left off, continued, 
ſaying : After the Lords had retorted a few more up- 
braiding Expreſſions on one another, they were both 11- 
lent, to let their Swords end the Diſpute 3 the Duke on- 
ly ſaying, fince we both pretend our love to be fo great, 
that neither can relinquiſh his Hopes but with his Life, 
let the ſurvivor continue his, while the other's are buri- 
ed with him. Carlos finding himſelf fo near, believed. 
after he faw them both bleed, that he might without 
wrong to eithers Honour, endeavour the concluſion of 
the Combat and throwing himſelf between them, not 
without much difficulty, he got them at ſuch a diſtance 
from each other, that he might have time to ſpeak to 
them. Why, my Lords ( faid he ) ſhould the Conqueſt 
of a Beauty colt the endangering two Lives ſo Conlide- 
rablc? It the Ladies pleaſure be Rill undecided, is it not 
more conduccable to pretend in'a way of Gallantry , 
whereby one may prove happy in her Efteem, while the 
other will ſuffer little by the loſs of a Lady whoſe af- 


t.ctions wcre not to be gained by him? I am —_— 
rcplic 
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replied Lord Albert ( who knew Carlos very wcll) to 
conform to the Propoſition has been made, and refer my 
Fortune to the Judgement of her I Adore, with promiſe 
to deſiſt all future pretenccs, if rejected by her. The 
Duke at length was prevailed with,by Carlosr's Perſwati- 
ons and Intreatics to do the like 3. ſo that having put a 
period to their Diſpute, they returned back to the Coach 
which waited at the outfide of the Wood, and took 
Carlos with them in it back to Rome. As they were in 
the Coach together, the Duke gave Carlos an account 
of their Love, ſaying it was placed ona Lady who was 
ſo nice and reſerved, that neither of them had at any 
time been happy in receiving a Smile from her, where- 
by their Paſſion might have the incouragement of a bare 
hope, that they only had the equal {ſatisfaction of {ceing 
her in the Church ſhe uſually reſorted to, and both the 
day before attempting to ſpeak to her in her return,were 
prevented by one another, which occaſioned that quarrel 
he had found them engaged in 5 and tclling thcm the 
place of her Abode and Name, he was not a little dittur- 


bed in himſelf to hear that it was I that had made them 


( though unknowingly ) Enemies. That Evening Car- 
los made me avitlit, and after having with ſatistaction 
enough to him, welcomed his Return, he told me of the 
Adventure he had met with of the Duke and Marquiſs 
upon my account 3 and in requital to him, withal to 
remove any growing jealoutie he might conceive, I ac- 
quainted him with the troubleſom athduity they uſed to 
conquer me, each firiving to outvy his Raval in Pro- 
miſes equal to the greatneſs of their Quality, which I 
tound in ſome Letters had been clandeltinely conveyed to 
ne much againſt my will. Carlos not overplealcd that 1 
thould be expoſcd to the Courtthip of two perſons fo 
emincnt.and who had rcfolved to purſue their wiſhes with 
the utmolt diligence, perfwaded we, lince I was with- 
out Parcnts, to be a Check to their Declaration of what 

would 
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would be very prejudicial to my Credit, that I would 
leave the Aunt I lived with, and conſent to be a Com- 
panion of his Siſter Cynthia's, and his Reaſons I thought 
ſo weighty , that without giving any account of the 
place I rctired to, his Counſt! was followed by me 3 
and in very few days after, Carlos reſolving to return 
home with his Siſter, hearing ot his Fathers death, our 
intimacy was grown fo great, that being too earneſtly 
requetted by her, I rather choſe to vitit Mantua than 
lofe her Company, thercby ſecuring my ſelt from two 
dangerous and potent Pretenders againſt my Honour, 
tor I could fcarce belicve cither deligned to make a Wite 
of one whoſe Birth was fo much inferiour to their own) 
nor would I ever venture abroad, during our ſtay in 
Rome, for fcar of being diſcovercd by them only once 
I was obliged to do it with Cynthia, when ſhe went to 
rake her 3A at the Convent ſhe had been bred up in 
from a Child, until her Brothers coming took her from 
their Innocent Society 3 and then I narrowly miſt being 
known by my vigilant Searchers. But to keep you no 
longer in fuſpence, I ſhall only tell you *tis now three 
weeks fince our arrival at Mantua, and hearing the di- 
vertive company uſed to viſit Carlos, Cynthia and I defi- 
ring privately to hear how you men entertain one ano- 
ther, procured, under pretence of being loſt, a Maſter- 
Key belonging to Carlos, which would at any time give 
us entrance where we might overhear your Diſcouſe, 
which we did when you ſo undeſervedly applauded my 
Picture, and urged Carlos his beſtowing, Cynthiz on your 
Friend Alfredo, which ſhe was ſo averſe to, that want- 
ing the confidence her (elf, ſhe prevailed with me in her 
name to entrcat you would prevent her Brothers taking 
any ſuch reſolution, which fince you have promiſed, I 
will endeavour to bring you where Cynthia her felt ſhall 
return you thc thanks 4 are due to Alexanders generolitys 


AnJ1 aftcr (hc had perſwaded hm LO torgct Laura tor 
ONE 
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one more worthy of his affection, ſhe made him retire , 
with permiſſion of viſiting her another Night. As Alex- 
ander was happy in the converſation of his adored Laura 
every Evening 3 though he feared her tov much enga- 
ped with his Friend, and that her permitting him co dif- 
courſe her was on Cynthia s account, he pleaſed himſelf 
enough with being near her, though on any occaſion, 
hoping in time, ſhe might be brought to apprave that 
her (elf, ſhe ſcemed then to purſue for another 3 and 
every day his entertainment was in Carlos Chamber be- 
holding her Picture, As he was one Afternoon alone 
in it, he heard himſelf ſoftly called, and rurning about 
could ſee no body, but at his Feet a Note 3 which at firſt 
he thought fallen from himſelf, but opcning it he. per- 
ceived theſe Words, 
——Leoninda will expedt y ou this Evening at the Gans 
den-gate, and conduct you to a Chamber in our Apart- 
ment, I have no time to add more. 
Alexander not doubting but the afſignation was made 
by Laura, wiſhed with impatience tor the times ap- 
proach, more earneſt to behold his Charming Lawra, 
than Carlos's Siſter > whom he believed ſhe deligned to 
ſhew him 3 and paſſing the day with his Friend Carlos, 
as ſoon as ever it was dark, he went to the Garden, 
where he found Leoninda ready to conduct him into os 
Houſe, whither being brought, ſhe left him in a\dark 
Room, while ſhe went to give notice of his being there : 
the Place was a good while filent, till at laft hearing a 
Door unlock, he advanced to meet his adored the "2% 
But how was he amazed to behold entring, inſtead of 
her, Carlos, his injured Friend, with a. Light in one 
Hand and a drawn Sword in the other. 

Juſt as Ceſario was come to this part of his Relations 
the Princeſs was interrupted from farther Attention, by 
ſeveral Perſons cntring into the Preſence, in a manner 


ſomething unuſual 3 among which there was one, link 
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by the ſtrangencſs of his Dreſs appeared an African, who 
having, been very carneſt to ſpeak with the Dutcheſs, 
was brought in by one of the Officers, upon his pretence 
of having fomcthing extraordinary to communicate to 
her, which (the being acquainted with, commanded him, 
before Ceſario proceeded in the ſtory of Alexander, to 
inform her what had urgcd him to be fo ſolicitous of 
ſpcaking to her : who throwing himſclt at her feer 
told her that what he had to relate muſt be to her (elf 
alone, unleſs abſolutely enjoyned the contrary by her : 
the mcanneſs of his Garb, and diſorder of his Looks 
wade thoſe who were with the Dutcheſs think it unſafe 
to truſt him in what he requeſted, and beſought her to 
let him be examined by ſome Officer who might give 
her an account of his buſineſs 3 and one being called to 
that purpoſe, the poor Stranger, prething ſo near the 
Dutcheſs. that he could not be overheard unleſs by Niſe 
who ttood by her; Madam ( faid he) 1s it with your 
Highneſs permiſſion that I muſt relate to the perſon 
appointed, what concerns my dear Lord Fredericks me- 
mory. He had no ſooner mentioned that Name, but a 
{udden diſorder appearcd in the afflicted Princeſs's Face, 
ſaxprized to think that a Stranger ſhould be acquaint- 
ed with what ſhe thought a Secret to the whole world : 
and tinding her diſturbance increaſe by her endcavours 
to ſuppreſs it, {he roſe haſtily up, and taking Nzſe by the 
Arm to {ſupport her, retired to her Cloſet, leaving all 
the company amazed at her departure. She had not been 
long withdrawn, when a Lady came from her to bring 
in the poor Stranger, who as ſoon as he {aw none with 
her but Niſe,the reſt having withdrawn to the turther end 
of the Room, kneeling down at a little diftance, and 
with tears in his eyes ſaid to her, Madam, it has 
pleaſed Providence at lait to bring me where I can tul- 
fill the injunction of my unhappy Lord 3 who command- 


<d me it he ended his days in the captivity we were in, 
= that 


[47 ] 
| that if cver I ſhould ſee Daly, T ſhould acquaint your 
| Highneſs with thoſe misfortunes happened to him after 


his being believed dead, and thrown into the adjacent 
River. What, faid the Dutchels interrupting him, was 
it not Frederick who was murdered and carried away 
by the Streams! Yes Madam ( faidhe) it was my Dear 
Malſtcr received all thoſe wounds were intended him ; 
but at that time Heaven was pleaſed to ſpare his Life, 
though, as it has proved fince, only to let him go with 
more misfortunes to his Grave, That joy which the 
Dutcheſs began to receive at the mention of his being 
alive, was ſoon turned to her wonted affliction at the 
Strangers laſt. words 3 but alittle recovering her ſelf, 
and earneſt to know the particulars of Frederick's ſecond 
death, as ſhe termed it, {ſhe delired him to give her an 
account of what ſhe was ignorant of concerning that 
unhappy man. 


T be 
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T be Hiſtory of Frederick, Aſtolto 
and Roſelinda. 


N the Relation your Highneſs commands me to make 

of my Maſters adventures, fance you believed him kil- 

led at your Palace-Gates, I muſt neceſſarily acquaint you 

with thoſe of two perſons once not unknown to your 

Highneſs, I mean Afolfo and Roſelinda, who fled trom 

Mantua ſome time before my Matter was forced from 
thence. 

The Dutcheſs hearing their Names, deſired him to 
omit nothing which might concern a perſon ſo much 
etteemed by her, as Roſelinda 3 and Fredericks Loyal Ser- 
vant perceiving ſhe expected to know what he had to 
intorm her of, began his ſad ftory, 

Although it may ſeem preſumptuous to ſay any thing 
to your Highneſs concerning a Perſon ſo inconfiderable 
as my ſelf, yet it may not be unneceſſary to own the par- 
ticular favours my Noble Maſter was pleaſed to bettow 
upon me, in not concealing his moſt ſecret thoughts 
from one he believed wholly devoted to his ſervice 
when he was at Rome he engaged my Father 7ulian , 
whoſe Namel bear, to let me attend him in thoſe I ra- 
vels he defigned to make through moſt parts of Ezrope, 
( which for my Improvement he yielded to ) defiring I 
ſhould learn what experience I could abroad, before he 
ſettled me at home, where his Fortune was confiderable 
enough to bound a moderate Ambition, though much 
inferiour to what his Anceſtors had cnjoycd 3 but being 


torced to ſtay behind for the ſettlement of ſome Rn 
| d; 
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I did not overtake my Maſter till he had been ſome tim. 
here in Mantua, where I was overjoyed to hnd him in 
ſo high Favour with the Dukez and affer a tew days, 
(congratulating his happineſs in being deſigned the 
Husband of Reſelinda) he was pleaſed out of a conti- 
dence he had of my ſecrelie, to tell me how little agree- 


able that match was to him. I need not repeat to your 


Highneſs any thing which paſt in Mantua till the fatal 
Night was deſigned for his deſtruction , when com- 
ing from the Palace, a little diſtance from whence wait- 
ed his return , a ſuddcn noiſe of Swords made me retire 
where I might be leſs taken notice of, without imagt- 
ning him concerncd in that quarrel: till a while after 
believing by thcir ſilence, all was over, I drew near 
enough to hear one of the Guards ſay, although he be 
not wounded, his falling into the River muſt be| his 
| deaths another replying: I have found his Sword, whict 
| by as much as I candiſcern in the dark, is rich enough tc 
{ be owned by a Perſon of Quality 3 growing a little ſuf 
| pitious by their words, and frighted at their naming. 
{ man thrown into the River, I adventurcd to ask ther 
| what the diſturbance was I had heard a little before 
| which one of them telling me, and ſhewing me tl. 
| Sword, I was half dead at the knowledge that it wa. 
my Dear Maſters; and crying out *tis Lord Fredericks, 
Lord Frederick is ſlain, I ran to that part of the River 
where they told me he was thrown 1n, but being able 
| to perceive nothing, 1 followed the Curtent all Night, 
making the Banks eccho to my Grief for the loſs of him, 
and the beſt part of the next day was ſpent in the fame 
manner, when towards Evcning falling in among, ſome 
Huts the Fiſhermen had ſet up upon the Banks, one 
of them hearing what I was in ſearch of, told me. that 
being molt of the Night Fiſhing upon the River, he had 
diſccined fomething carried down by the Stream come 
very near his Boar, ard making towards it, took up a 
E. nar 


wt <> Gs d $A A 
- i) 62, WT,0 * p £2 + *% 
190 he ne IIB 0 AG, "> ts et wi 
: Y - 9 Ge Ae. T2 


ME I 


* < tres a 46 i 
tibetan Ro ue a DSL es oo rwcrotifrgy 4 = - 
Bags yan. _ . - 


[ 50 ] 


man in a very rich Garb almoſt dcad, which he thought 
had been occaſioned by his being tired with Swimming 3 
but bringing him aſhore to his Hut, he found him all 
ovcr bloody, and as he bclicvcd then quite dead : How- 
.ever the charitable man, willing to give him what aſh- 
ſtance he could, thirſt rolling his body on a Tub, which 
brought a great quantity of Water from him, and then 
laying him wrapt in dry Woollen near a Firc, his heat 
began to return, and at length he opened his Eycs, 
though without any ſenſe or knowledge of what was 
cone to him 3 and removing him thence to a Bed, they 
bound up his wounds as well as they could, till a Chi- 
rurgcon could be brought from the next Town, which 
the carctul Hott went for, but at his return, he met ſume 
of his Comrades in a great Fright, ſaying the Corſairs 
of Tunzs had landed and carried off with them ſeveral 
of their Companions Slaves, whom they had ſurprized 
i their Huts; that as ſoon as their fear would give 
them leave, returning to their Huts, he miſt his wounded 
Gueſs, whom he imagined they had taken away in that 
condition, incouraged by the rich Cloaths lay by him, 
belicving if he lived, ſuch a booty would afford a Ran- 
{om to requite the pains of curing him 3 but he was 
confident the condition he had left him in, would not 
bear a remove without the loſs of his life, and he con- 
cluded him certainly dead, This ſecond misfortune 
put me quite beyond my conſideration of reaſon, and 
I ſtayed that Night with my Maſters Hoſt, conſuming 
It in the conſideration of what courſe I ſhould take to 
know what was become of him, whom I could not but 
hope to be ſtill alive, ſince he had eſcaped ſo miracu- 
ouſly from the River. I reſolved to viſit Twnis, al- 
though I expoſed my ſelf to a certain Navery, which in 
a few days I perforn:cd having, met with an Engliſ Ship 
was bound thithcr to Trade, 1 enibarqued my (elf, and 
in Is than a month attcs wy Maltcrs being carricd 

away, 
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| away, I was landed in that conſiderable City of Africk. 
| It had been my Fathers miſchance, when young, to be 
| taken and kept ſix years a ſlave in Trip-li, during which 
# time he had perfectly learnt the Arabick Language, and 
{ for a diverſion had taught me ſo much of it, that I 
! could diſcourſe indiffercntly well in it, and it ſtood me 
| ſo much in ſtead, that cloathing my felf in the Mooriſh 
| Garb, I was credited to be what I pretended my ſelf, a 
Moor of Tetez.an, taken a ſlave by the Chriſtians ſo young, 
| that I had almoſt forgot my own Language, and that ha- 


ving by my hard labour got enough to procure my ran- 
ſom, I was landed there in order to return to my own 


{ Country. So that being lookt on as an abſolute Moor, 
{ I had as much opportunity as I could wiſh to inquire 


\Þ after my dear Maſter, though a great while without any 


| cffet 3 till one day hearing ſome Slaves talk of their 


"© Captivity, and inquiring from what part they had been 


| taken, one of them told me he was a Mantxan, brought 
| over much about the time I knew my Maſter was loſt 3 
| and examining him more particularly of what other 
| Slaves were taken with him, I learnt, not without a 
{ tranſport of joy, that he came thither in the ſame Vel- 
| (el with my Maſter, that by the Moors care of his wounds, 
| both during their Voyage and a-ſhore, he had been per- 
8 fecly recovered, and fince was bought by the King of 

Tunis for a vaſt price : Upon this intelligence I was ſo 


continually about the Seraglio, that at laſt I diſcovered : 
my dear Maſter in a Dreſs'much difierent to what I was : 


wont to behold him 3 he was pleaſed to tell me my 
| preſence was not a little welcome to him, though he 


lookt ſhyly on me, fearing by my wearing a Tzrki/p Ha- 
bir, 1 had been turned Renegado 3 till giving him an ac- 


| count of all I had done, his goodneſs but too much ac- 


knowledged my love to him. For the firſt time we durtt 
not be too long, together, left my Diſguiſe ſhould grow 


| fuſpeRed3 and afterwards when we met, our Contulta- 


E 2. tion 
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tion was how pothbly to procure his enlargement from a 


Mziicr never admitted a ranſom for iis Slaves: fo that 
all our hopes mutt depend an the Kings being procured 
© £140 him to foinc Courticr who would be willing to 
{cc him excl Janged tor a conhidcrable ſtun of moncy. 
During the time we were taken up with theſe Conlhide- 
rations, there happen'd an occaltion which I was willing 
to lav hold of, as what might much conduce to my Lords 
en'zracmcnt. A Noble man of Trnis, called Mahomad 
Ali. having a young, Son whom hc deſired to have in- 
firucted in My ck, "and hearing 1 had lcarnt a profici- 
ENcy in that uſcd in  Traly, during my Captivity, ſcnt for 
Tm. making grcat offers of rcquital if I would take up- 
on me the teaching of his Son, which 1 willingly offer- 
ed.and ina few weeks gained the Fathers heart by the im- 
provement his Son had made in theSetence I was thought 
a Mziicr of. And being of himſclt a man more detirous 
of knowledge than the ' generality of his Country men 
arc. he took a great delight in hearing me relate the 
Mann<crs and Cuſioms of pea Was z ſo that at laſtlI 
was grown {o much in his favour as to be intruſted 
with the management of his Afﬀairs, and ordering his 
Houſe in tne City, when he went to divertiſe himſelt 
at a Seat he had ſome miles out of Town, where he 
vſcd often tobe, as 1 learnt, drawn thither by the love 
of 2a fair Chriſtian Slave had been preſcnted him 3 and 
honing > his gyod OPINION Ot me lo oOrcat, that he exprelt 
a willin pncls to do me any conliderable kindneſs I could 
Doo of ©NÞ One day whcn he was much detightcd to 
hor mc play on the Harp, I tol1 him among the Kings 
[v4 Thad met with a YOUng, 11an whom I knew in 
Ital;. ind whoſe Friends lad been fo particularly kind 
In copducing to ny dclvorance from a Jong, Captivity, 
that the only thing I would butcech of hun was, tt pol- 
{iÞlc, to get thut Slave out of the Kitiys hands, which 
tic aig ht beg for, not without hopes of fuceels, and} PIVC 

mc 
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; me leave as a pratcful requital to him and his Friends « to 
' (ct himat libcrty 3 as ſoon as he heard what I defired of 
| him, he blamed my modeſiy in asking fo ſmall a Boon, 
| and promiſed that very day to procure what I ſought.got 
| doubting, to ſpeed in it. At the time he went to the Se- 
| raplio to procure my Lords liberty, I went to acquaint 
| him the good news of a freedom he might ſoon expect : 
| but all our joy was diflipatcd at Mahomads return, who 
| told me, that although my requelt was ſmall, yet 4 
| that time impoſſible to be granted, for the King "adi 
| news of a Rebellion in the tarthclt part of his Domint= 
| ons3 which being lighted at tirft, had given the Re- 
bels time to carry all before them 5 ſo that the King|re- 
| ſolving to go inperſon with an Army againſt them, | all 
| his Slaves were appointed for the journey, and that he 
| himſelf being commanded to attend the King in the ex- 
| pedition, reſolved to intruft the Government and Order- 
| ing of his Family to my care until his return. It I was 
| gricved at the certain prolongation of my Vatiers capti- 
| vity, that concern was doubly aggravated at the confide- 
| ration of being ſeparated from him fo long 3 time as 
| that was like to be, if he ſhould ever return, I uſed 2! 
| the arguments I could to perſwade Mahomal 1 might 
accompany him, but in conclution it was almott by a for- 
| ced licence that I went , having declared , that it| he 
| thought me unworthy to be near him where he n ite 
| be expoſed to continual dangers, as ſoon as ever he was 
| Fe to the Army, I would return to my Natty 
| Country and Friends in Tetzan. A few davs aitcr |tne 
ing began his journey, tindivg at the Randozvors| ho 
had appointed, a compleat Army ot thirty five thoutknd 
| 11:1» all well appointed, bulides the uival attonuanty on 
| a Camp 3 he procceded with thort journeys nt to far- 
| Tale his mcn betore they came up with the cnenv, ta- 
| ving hcard by thote he had fence out that they ſeemed 
id expect him, and it was believed would an. | ch k 
23 | | fav! of 
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I ſhould paſs over what concerns the Wars of Twnis, 
without troubling your Highneſs to hear any thing of 
chem, but that my dear Maſter made a confiderable cha- 
racter in that War z during our march I had all the op- 
portunity I could dcfire of ſecing and diſcourting with 
him 3 his reſolutions were to attempt the doing ſome 
remarkable action which might incite the King to give 
him his liberty asa reward ot it, and by his orderl pre- 
vailed with my kind Patron M.homad, that he ſhould 
be allowed Arms when he came to the Batte], aſſuring 
him they would not be imployed to the Kings difſad- 
vantage. We began after a months fJow march to ap- 
proach ſo near the cnemy, that our Outguards had of- 
ten Skirmithes 3 and we found their Army very {trongly 
encampt, having a great River on one fide, and a large 
Wood covering the other : the King ſetting down about 
a League from them, after a Nights refreſhment of his 
men, drew up his whole Army in Battalia, and ſo maxcht 
till we faced the Enemy, believing they would lye cloſe 
within their Intrenchments, but Albazin the tamous Re- 
bel who commanded them, was as forward and earneſt 
to decide all by a Battcl as the King could be: and be- 
fore halt the Morning was ſpent, both Armys began to 
draw ſo near in a large Plain before Albazins Camp, 
that the Archers could no longer be hindred from begin- 
ning the fight, but recciving that word of command 
they were impaticnt for, a molt bloody and obſtinate 
hght commenced, which was not decided without the 
lols of many thouſand lives. Albazins Army confiſtcd 
of much an cqual number with the Kings, but he had. 
the advantage of at leatt cight thouſand Horſe, though 
fewcr in Foot. The King behaved himfſelt like a wiſc 
General and bold Souldicr, charging where his men 
Wcre molt prelt upon, but not being ſcconded by them 
with a like courage, his ſucceſs not only grew doubt- 
ful, but the Eneny making a tieth charge with a «ks 
Yody 
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body of Horſe he kept in reſerve from the beginnin; of 
che Battel 3 his Right Wing was forced to give ground, 
having the misfortune to behold his Left in a greater dif- 
ordcr, the Main Body only ſtanding, obſtinately to it, be- 
ing cngaged | in a cloſe hght where all other Arms but 
their Swords were grown uſeleſs. Mah»mad fighting 
near the King, I kept as cloſe to my Maſter, who By my 
Patrons procurement was allowed a Horle, and to enter 
the Battcl, where his great Actions were for ſome time 
obfcurcd in the Croud he tought amongſt 3 but upon Al- 
bazins freſh Charge, when our Horſe began to | give 
ground, he prcſt forward to the Front, and was got 
cloſe up to the King, when he perceived him ſurrqund- 
ed by the Encmies Horſe which Albazin led in Perſon 
the Kings party made ſo weak a reſiſtance, that he al- 
ready feared himſelf a Priſoner to his rebellious Vaſſal 3 
and my Maſter believing then was his time to dye glori- 
ouſly or mcrit his freedom, turning about to me faid Now 
7:11an believe I fight to cut my (elf a paſſage int I:2- 
ly, | tight in hopes of ſeeing Diana again, and am al- 
fired of Victory in her Name. Ending thoſe words 
1 clapt Spurs to his Horſe, having a th Javelin i in 
11s 5 Hand, and preſſing cloſe to the King 3 S; r, {aid} |he, 
a muſt Rill Conquer, Heaven cannot be propitious 
jog to a Rebel, againſt a Jawful Prince. As he uttered 
theſe words, a Horſeman of the Enemy, whoſe Garb 
made him remarkable, had forced a way ſo near |che 
King witha party which followed him, that he was jult 
ſcizing his Bridle,having called to him to yield, when my 
Maſter clapt in between them, and thru!tt his Lannce 
quite through his body, the King having the ſatisfaRi- 
on of {ceing his Enemy tumble rok tes Horſe deau at 
his Fect 3 which action ſtruck tuch a terror to his Foes, 
and gave ſuch new lite to our fainting men, ſeeing 
that blow ſeconded by two or three more which proved 
as fata! to thoſe came in his reach, that as the one be- 
> = 10 
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gan to take up trom thcir eagerneſs of Victory, and the 
Other rallicd again, not only makiag, good their ground, 
but pre(t attcr their Prince, who with my Maltcr by his 
t1dc began to recover treſh hopes of retrieving the Battel 
ON that part. But it the tace of Victory {ccmcd to change 
Where we were, it was much otherwiſc in other placcs 3 
for onc acquainted the King, that his Lete Wing was al- 
10: totally routed, and the main body ſhrinking un- 
ecr thc Encnies torce, was likely ſoon to follow the ex- 
empl- oft their Companions. This fad intclligence 
crove him quite into difpair, making him cry out, what, 
WHiRztcn we do more, but fave our fclves by flight ! 
Cenrgacr, Corgacy , (aid my Malicr 3 hatt where your 
Prefcnce may rcanimate your men, and be affſurcd of 
Victory here. The King took his counſel, only ſaying 
25 2: drew off. Heaven prelcrve the lite of my valiant 
S/2:2, 2nd I ſhall not doubt of Victory. Ihe King had 
ſcarce lctt us when Albazin, angry to find ſuch a ſiop put 
to his proceedings, as my Malicr had given them, ad- 
vanced bctore the relt of his men, and conilng near my 
Maſtcr 3 Slave, ſaid hc, lince thy Courage 1s fo great, be. 
honoured in receiving thy death from Albazins hand 3 
my Maſicr replied not 2 word to him, but rccerving the 
{irong charge of his Launce upon a little Target he had 
on his Icft Arm, returned him ſuch a thrutt with his, 
aS had almoſt thrown hini quite out of his Saddle; and 
turning his Horſe ſhort upon his Enci.ics Crupper, made 
him feel the weight of lis Scimitar betore he had well 
recovered the ſhock of his Spcar. Albazin was a man 
of cxtraordiuary courage, and bcing, quite Iranſportcd 
to nicet ſuch oppolition trom a Slave, tlew at him with 
his Sciitar, dcligning his next blow thould decide the 
controverlic 3 but being intercepted by my Maſters 
Shicld, he only rcccived a flight wound in his Arm, and 
requitcd it with a larger in Albazins Shoulder 3 while 
the Warriors wee engaged in a linglc cvirbale, ail the 
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Souldicrs on both ſides forbore Fighting, 


to be Spedta 


tors of what the Event of it would be 3 each fide conje- 


turing their Fortunc to depend on the Succeſs of 
Champion 3 and after a ſharp Diſpute , 
with Blood, and raiſcd to the highef tranſports of 


by the reſt (tance they met with, weary of further dela 


< cloſed, and a one another 6n Horſ-back, 


their 


both covered 


Fury 


Y, 
each 


ryan to pull his Adverſary from his Saddle, and at 
once ſpurring their Horſes, both came to the Ground to- 
gether, but my Maſtcr happily falling uppermoſt, before 
Albazin could recover hinſclt from the diſorder of a Fall 
with ſuch a weight upon him, my Matter drawing a 
ſhort Puniard from his Side, ſtabb'd him to the Hearr, 


and Leaping upon his Feet, as a Trophy of his Vidory 


he pulled Albazins Green Turbat from his Head 


= 


a ed it on his own; that Colour being worn by the 
Rebel, as a Note of the Sandity he pretended to, having 


at firſt by a Religious Cheat, — all thoſe 
were of bis Party from their Loy alty. Thedeath of 
Leader ſtruck ſuch a damp in the Hearts of our Ence 
that thoſe who a little before thought| themſelves 


who 
their 
mes, 


Con- 


querors, after a weak Oppoſition, betook them to 


their 


Heels 3 being purſued and ſlaughtered at Pleaſure by our 


Men, who followed the renowned Frederick, with 


aflurance of an intire Victory 3 tor the Confirmati 


which, meeting none in that part of the Field, but 


45S offered their Throats to our Swords He call 


thoſe who were nearett him, telling them they had 


nothing, till the day was as much ſecured in other x 
as where they had then toughtz and being anſw 


that lead where he would, they were 'ready to d 


2 tull 
on of 
{uch 
£d to 
done 
laces 
cred, 
c by 


his Side, or Vanguith with ham 3 having by ms tme 


drove the ſcattered W ing ot the Enemy Guite Out © 


the 


Ficld, he wheeled about, and tell in UPON the Reds ot 


the main Bady, tinding them fo n vach worx where 


they 


alt expectcd it, chin they toon oct! lithed from farther 


F) 


it. 
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preſling upon the King to detend themſelves againſt the 
impetuoſity of a trcſh Charge 3 but the Shouts of our 
Men crying out, The Rebel Albazin is dead, and an Ofh- 
cer of ours, having after my Maſter lett the Place where 
he fell, cut off his Head and tixt it on the point of a 
Launce, brought it in tight of thoſe were (till Fighting 3 
which Spectacle was ſoama7zing to them, that now de- 
ſpcrate citherot ſucceſs or ſatety, they were quickly re- 
duced to the fame condition their Leftt-wing was in 3 and 
thoſe of their Right, which had gained advantage 
enough before.cndeavourcd to ſave themlelves by a hatty 
flight, There tell on the Kings Side, above eight thou- 
ſand Men, and molt of the Officers who fought near 
the King, had loſt their Lives to ſecure his, which occaſi- 
oncd my Maſters having the ſolc leading of thoſe with 
whom he rccovered a loſt Battelz the Enemy left dead 
on the place near thirty thouſand Men, the King putting 
all to the Sword after they had thrown down their Arms. 
As ſoon as my Maſter came where the King was 
alighting from his Horſe, as he would have knelt 
down , he took him in his Arms, calling him His 
deliverer and preſerver both of his Crown and 
Life, nor was there a Souldier in the Army , but 
attributed their Victory to my Maſters Courage. 
It will not be to my purpoſe to trouble your Highneſs 
with any other circumttances paſt there, more than that 
21] was reduccd again to the Kings obedience 3 and after 
tour months abſence we arrived ſafe again at Twnis : my 
Maſter bcing recovered of his wounds, and grown in 
ach cſtcem with the King, that he was by all termed 

the fuvourite-Slawve, One thing I had like to have omit- 
cd, that my fricnd Mahomad who held a conhiderable 
Charge in the Army, was at the beginning of the Fight 
d:ngerouſly wounded and carried out of the Field 3 but 
afterwards he recovered, having bsen during his 1llnels, 
{g carctully attended by me, that at our coming back to 
Tuny 
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Tunis, he uſed me with much greater ki 
fore 3 But a few days aftcr, a ſad misfor! 
my Maſter, turned all our tranquility 
King having ſcen the happy effects of 
keeping him continually near him, wa 
lighted with his Converſation, that def 
vours to thoſc he had beſtowed, and for 


ter my Maſter from ever urging him again to reſto: 


1 


ndneſs than be- 
q 


unc which befell 
into gricf': The 
his Valour, and 


s grown fo dc- 
Irous to add Fa- 


thefuture'to de- 


re him 


to his Liberty, ſet very carneſtly upon him, to perſwade 


: 
| 


the alteration of his Religion 3 thereby|putting himſelf 
intoa condition to be the Kings Son-in-Law, he havin 

aſſured him, he deſircd no other Husband for his only 
Daughter, You may judg, Madam, how much he was 
ſurprized at ſo ſirange a Propoſal 3 finding that as his 
own reſolutions were ſufhciently fixt, fo the denial 


would much diſturb the King : Ard his 


abſolute refuſal, 


though with modeſty and acknowledgment enough, was 


ſo far from inducing the King to defitt, | 
preſtit more and more every day, but ſe 
him. toendeavour the bringing him to t 
miling a vaſt reward to him that ſhould 
in it: and when all their Arguments anc 
avail nothing, one of them tound a way 
ruined my Maſter for the King growir 
angry, to be refuſed that by a Slave, w 
deſerved the Prayers of Princes to obtai 
with what one of the Prietis told hin 
when he had flain Albazin, put on h 
which colour being ſacred to their Prop! 
an whois bold to prophane it by the we; 
| their Laws, either to change his Religter 
his Blood the offence, The King by thei 
with ſome reluctance, was pertwadcd 
in that mattcr, aſſured he would rather | 
King, and Husband to a beautitull L 
poſe his Lite tor the (ſake oft Reltyion ; Sc 


that he not only 
the Mzfti upon 
heir Belief, pro- 
prove ſuccesfull 


| promiſes could 


which had near 
g at laſt almoſt 
hich he thought 
n » was fſatisfhed 
1, that Frederick 
1s green Turbar, 
her, the Chriſti= 
aring, ought by 
Or explate with 
r means, though 
to attempt him 
ive the Son of a 
ady, than cx- 
that one MOTn- 
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ing, as he entred the Seraglio, a Guard ſeized him, and 
carried him away Priſoncr to a private part of it, where 
the Mufti made him the Propoſal either of Lite or Death, 
which laſt, he firmly demanding, rather than his Belief 
ſhould be fo much as queſtioned 3 they ſo incenſed the 
King againlt him by thoſe reproaches he gave their Pro- 
phet, that at laſt his Life became 1n a great deal of dan- 
ger 3 andalthough the Exccution was dcierred, in hopes 
he might recant, yethe was made a cloſe Priſoner, with 
the threat of never being relcaſt but on the tearms were 
made him. He continued a Priſoner for {cveral months, 
without my being able to ſce or ſend to him 3 having 
learn'd from Mahemad the condition he was in, who very 
much blamed the King's ingratitude, having nothing to 
alledg tor his excuſe, but that great influence the Muff: 
had over him, whom he knew to be violent in what 
concerns any matter of their Sect. While my dear Ma- 
ſter remained in Priſon, I was grown ſo melancholy,that 
Mahomad, who expreſt much trouble for it, took me 
along, with him to his Country-houlſe to give me ſome 
diverſion 3 telling me he had an Ttalian Slave whoſe con- 
verſation he believed I ſhould be much dclighted with , 
and as the higheſt token of his favour, promiſed me a ' 
fizht of his fair, but coy Miſtriſs; on the way he enter=- 
taincd me with his Jove of her, letting me know, that a 
Ship he ſent out at his own charge, took her among ſe- 
vcral other Captivcs on the Coalt of Florence 3; and with 
her his Ttalian, who was brought to him deſperately 
wounded, having reliſted while he had ſtrength to doit, 
thoſe who aſſaulted him : that he kept his fair Slave thcre 
icaſt the noiſe of . her Beauty might by the Mariners diſ- 


courſe of it, come to the Kings Ear, and he ſhould de- 


mand her + purpoſing by having her concealed where no 
budy knew of her, to tell the King, if he ſhould ever jn- 
quire after her, that the had been ranſomed , reſolving 
rather to part with his Lite than Love, although her obs. 
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ſtinacy was ſuch, that he had never been able to over- 
come it, not having power to uſe force if ſhe were poſſ- 
bly any other way to be won. As ſoon as we were al- 
lighted at his Houſe, where his Servants were ready to 
receive him, I could ſcarce credit my*Eyes, when 1 knew 
the Italian Slave he talked of, to be Aſtolfo 3 Mahomad 
left me with him, and haſted himſelf to viſit his fair Mi- 
1trifs,(tor ſo he always termed her.) Aſtolfo had ſeen me 
before in Italy, but the Turkiſh abi I was in, kept me 
from being known to him, till taking him afide from the 
other Slaves, I told him who I was, and how I came to 
be in that dreſs; he was much rejoyced to ſce me, but 
more afflicted at the knowledg of my Maſters misfortunes. 
He told me how he came to fall into the Moors hands, 
that having embarqued on a Veſſel bound for Tyſcany, 
when he thought himſelf - ſafe , being got out of the 
Duke of Mantua's reach, they were ſet upon by Pirates, 
when after the death of half their Men, and himſelf much 
wounded, they were Boarded and taken 3 that the Moors 
at the Pray ers of Roſelinda, whoſe Beauty they admired, 
dreſſed his wounds, and arriving at Tzzs, delivered 
them to Mahomad 3 who falling in love with his Wite, 
(for he had marricd Koſelinda in the Ship before they 
were taken) had kept them there in the Country ſince 
their firſt arrival, not knowing that he was her Husband, 
pretending he conducted her to Marry his Brother in 
Florence when they met his Ship : and he confirmed to 
{ me what Mahomad had ſaid, that he was both very kind 
| tohim, and uſed Roſelinda with much Reſpedt. My Pa- 
| tronwas as good as his word, in ſhewing me the |difpo- 
; ſer of his Liberty, whoſe Beauty was not at all diminiſh- 
cd ſince I faw her in Mantua, during my ſtay there. 
Ahſtolfo and I had often conſultations how to procure their 
Liberty 3 which was impoſſible to be attained any way; 
but by a private cſcape,and no hopes of doingthat, while 
Mabomad kept them in the Country lo] that one day diſ- 
| | COUC- 
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courſing with him about his Love, I ſaid the only way to 
overcome her, was an ailiduous perſeverance, which he 
could cfte&t with more convenience it (he was always 
near him in the City, than by ſeeing her but ſeldome, 
which he did at that diſtance. My advice had the ſucceſs 
I defired, and within two days he removed her privately 
to Tunis, taking Aſtolfo thither alſo 3 but not long after 
he quittcd his Love with his Lite, being ſeized by a vio-_ 
lent Feavour,which meeting with a corpulent Body as he 
was ot,foon took him away.l mult conteſs his kindneſs to 
me had becn fo particular, that I was ſenſibly concerned 
tor the loſs of him, and my trouble aggravated, by want- 
ing the only Friend I knew how to make any application 
to. His Eſtate and Tuition of his Son was immediately 
taken into the Kings diſpoſe, Hamet his Brother being 
denied that I ruſt by the King  butas a part of recom- 
pence, he granted him all his Brothers Slaves 3 and to 
remove him further from him, where the Juſtice of his 
complaint for the wrong was done him, would make 
the Kirg 11] thought off: He told him he muſt prepare to 
£0 his Embaſſador to the King of Granadain Spain; Hamet 
{ſeemed pretty well ſatished with fo honourable an 1m- 
ployment, and haſined his Voyage all he could. He was 
not leſs taken with the Love of Roſelinda than his Bro- 
ther had been, knowing ſhe had never yielded to him, 
and reſolved to take hcr, with the rclt of his Slaves into 
Spain 3 Aſolfo was overjoyed with the hopes of going 
into Exrope, where he believed his eſcape more 
ealie than from Tunis, but my Sorrow increas'd 
with the Apprchenflion of my Maſters danger, of whom 
E could hear nothing more than that he was ſtill aliveun= 
acr a {irickt Continement, But walking one Evening 
toward the Serazlio, I was ſurpriſed with Joy, at the 
ſight oft my dear Maſter, who met mie a little diftance 


from the Gate of it z we went both to Mahomad's Houle, 


where I was permitted to Yay , having his Goods in 
Charge, 


.. Tan. 
Charge, till the King ſhould remove them. My Maſter 
told me therc.all that had happened to him ſince his being 
Confined 3 and that the King not being able to reſolve the 
Death of one he loved fo well, nor perceiving a poſſibi- 
lity of reducing him to what he wiſhed, being in earneſt 
ſolicited by the Mufti to take away his Life , had him 
ſelf privately viſited him, and bringing | him out of the 
Priſon, took his leave of him, bidding him go where 
he would, and tclling him he muſt mt; his own Obſti- 
nacy that hindered him from being as great as himſelf, 
He oh me he had newly left the King when met him, 
and was reſolved with the firſt opportunity to viſit Man- 
za, and throw himſclf at your Feet 3 withal, very de- 
ſirous of learning if poſlible, from whoſe hands | he re- 
ceived thoſe wounds had occaſioned all his future Miſery. 
I rold him of Hamets Voyage into Spain, and of Aſtolfo 
and Roſelinda being in his power, withall that he had, 
earnetrly defired me to accompany him in that Journey , 
which my Maſter was ſo much pleaſed with, that he| com- 
mandcd me to look him out and accept! of it, and that 
he would pals as my Slave, ti]l our Arrival in Spain ; 
which he might the better do, baving never been ſeen by 
Hamet,who was newly come from a Government he had 
been ſome years in, and my Maſter had becn little ac- 
quainted among, the Mariners. At firft All things ſucceed- 
cd as well as we could with, having ſo proſperous a 
Voyage, that_in twelve days we landed at Malaga ; 
but as ſoon as ever we came a-ſhore Hamet ſeized on my 
Maſter as having run away from the King, threatning me 
with Impriſonmcnt tor atlilting him, but the true Incitc- 
ment he had to it, was only his Covetouſneſs, having 
becn told by me that my Slave was of a| Noble Birth ; in 
his own Country. Hamet as ſoon as he had ſetled thoſe 
Afﬀairs were neceſſary upon his firſt Landing, being to 
abide in Malaga, till the King ſhould ſend for his coming 


up to Granada, began to be as {ollicitous in his Love to 
Roſclinda 
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Roſcliada as ſevere againit Frederick and Afﬀolfo ; for 
my part, I had in a Diſguſi lett him, and owning my 
{clf a Native of Tetuan, which was oppoſite to us, he 
durt!t not offer that Violence, which otherwiſe, I had 
doubtleſs felt at his hands. But we were all drove to 
the higheſt Conſternation of ill, when Roſelinda acquain- 
ted her Husband , by a Note ſhe got conveighed to him, 
that Hamect no longer brooking her Denials, had deter- 
mincd, if within two days, ſhe did not reſolve to comply 
with his Deſires, he would at the end of them, fatisfie 
his Love by Force. Aſtolfo when Hamet was gone to re- 
turn the Governor a Viſit, ſlipt out, and finding me, 
acquainted me with it 3 telling me withal, that it in the 
Night there were any poſſibility of getting out of the 
City, he could froma Window lookt into the Garden 
of the Houſe, let down himſelt, his Wite and Frede- 
rick, and ſo from the Garden, could cafily get out into 
the Street z' having wonan Eunuch of Hamets, who had 
the Charge of his Houſe, to fly with them, upon a defire 
he had of becoming a Chriſtian. Although the difh- 
culty of having a City Gate opened, was not ealily to be 
removed, believing fo fair an opportunity would ſcarce 
offer again, I was reſolved to further it all I could. Al- 
folfo having told me that both my Maſter and himſelf 
were reſolved to expoſe their Lives to the utmoſt Perl], 
and rather kill Hamet in his Houſe, than let Roſelinda be 
R aviſhcd by him. The City of Antiquera was at that 
time in the Power of the Spaniards, being but ſeven 
Leagucs from the Place where - we were 3 ſo that-1t we 
could get forth untaken notice of , having once centred 
the Mountains, the diſcovery of us ( it purſued ) would 
| be difficult, but how to find the way, created us moſt 
trouble, all being Strangers in that Country 3 to which 
Aitolfo anſwered, that Hamet having bought a Spaniſh 
Slave, fince his Arrival, they might cafily take h.m with 
them, who would doubtis {crve as a Guide, Ifent A- 


ftolfs 
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folfo back , deſiring him to provide all things leads 
again(t the next Night; and in the mean time I cnqui- 
| rcd out who had the Charge of that Gate we purpoſed 
to paſs, and fnding him a young Man, in whoſe Com- 
pany I had been , where moſt People uſcd to refort and 
Converfe together; as ſoon as I had found him, falling 
into Diſcourſe of the difference between Spain | and 
| Africk, he ſeemed to like the former, chiefly for the 
| Recreation he had in purſuing ſuch Game as the Neigh- 
bouring Mountains were ſtored withz and hearing me 
declare my - (elf a great lover of Hunting, he preſently 
invited me to go along with him the next Morning 3 and 
{ that in order to it, we might go and lye| the ſame Night 
| ata Houſe he had half a League out of Town. I ac- 
cepted the offer, for the Night tollowing, ſaying I would 
| bring a Friend or two with me, ſo we partcd till the 
, nextday inthe mean time , having given notice to the 
relt to be ready two hours within N ight. I would not. 
| be ſeen by the young Moor till toward the Evening , 
| when I believed he would cxpect me ready to go 3 |and 
| then tinding him at his Gate waiting only my coming, to 
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him to ſet torward, fhrit commanding the |Guard to let 
| me, and who ever came with me, through at any time of 
; the N; ght, After he was gone, I waited at my Lodging 
E till a time drew near, for my Maſter and his Compa- 
| nics coming, forth, and then fhnding the Back-door of 
| the Gatden co Hamets Houle, at the time I had appoint- 
| ed, came forth my Matter, Affolfo, Roſelinda, the Eunuch, 
{ and the Slave, who had with Joy undertaken to be our 
| Guide, As ſoon 2s 1 cams to the Gate, according to the 

| F Orac 


| be gone, I told him an unlookt-for butineſs would|'tor- ; 
} cibly detain me till ſome time within Night, but it he fi 
} would order the Gate to be opencd for me and | my Mt 
Friends, we would certainly be with him long before Mt 
Morning : ; he was very deſirous of ſtaying for me, | but iſ 
I pretending to accept no ſuch Compliment, perſwaded 4 
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Order had been given, they let us all forth without ask- 
ing any Queſtion 3 and taking the Way our Guide dire- 
&ed, a little after Midnight we reached the Mountains 3 
as we were on the way, the Eunuch told us , that Ha- 
met coming early home, and viſiting Roſelinda, ſtayed no 
longer, than to'tell her, that the following Night ſhe muſt 


either by torce, or freely yield, and ſolcaving her went to. 


Bed, whom he lockt in and then brought forth all his 
Companions to me, whoſe Deſign of flying to the Chri- 
ſtians he much wondred at, till acquainted with my diſ- 
guiſe, All that night we travelled without meeting any 
Body, having reached about three Leagues, the ways be- 
ing ſoRocky, that Roſelinda could ſcarce climb the Hills 
with all the Affiſtance we afforded her 3 and though we 
had got the advantage of the Suns Light, yet our Jour- 
ncy all day was as tedious, being perſwaded by our Guide 
to leave the Road for fear of a purſuit 3 fo that what 
with our going about, and making a way thorow the 
Sedpe of the Mountains, it was within an hour of Sun- 
{et when we came to the utmoſt of the Hills, trom whence 
we could diſcerna ſpacious Plain, and a League from the 
Foot of the Monntain, on a rifing Ground, that Chriſti- 
an City, grown tamous by holding out ſo long againſt 
the Moors, that the Grandchildren of thoſe who firlt ſhut 
up the Gates, at that time maintained the Walls againſt 
their Enemies, having been beſieged and blocked up near 
ſeventy years. We made what poſſible haſt we could 
down into the Plain. hoping before Night to enter our 
City of Refage z but the difhculty of deſcending the crag- 
gy Cliffs where there was no Patlhy, took us up fo much 
time that it was quite dark when we recovered the bot- 
come, of thoſe aſperous Mountains,and though we were 
got into a High-way which our Guide told us, Lead to the 
City, yet fearing to encountcr any Party of Moors, who 
uicd to be abroad in the Night, we left the Tract, and 


z 


by the dixetion of our Spaniſh Captive, going almotlt } 


halt 
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| half a mile within the Plain, we came to the Foot of | a 
| large and ſteep Rock, which roſe in the middle of the 
| Valley, being to be got up but on one fide , the other. 
making a very high Precipice. At the bottom of this fa- 
| tal Rock we thought it convenient to Repole our ſelves 
| asina place of ſecurity, till the days approach, when our 
, Spaniard told us there would be no hazard| of meeting 
| any Enemies, the Chriſtians uſing to be abroad every 
| Morning, to fcour the Coaſt of thoſe Parties of Moors, 
| who many times by the Nights ſhelter, have adventured 
| under their vety Walls, either to Alarmi them,or take up 
| any they could tind ftragling without theit Lines. Fre- 
| dericks loyal fervant coming to this part of his Relation, 
| was interrupted by a crowd of Sighs forced a paſlage 
| from his Breaſt; but a little ſuppreſſing them, and dry- 
ing the Tears from his Eyes,I wiſh Madam(continued he) 
I might here conclude my Story , fince what remains 
| toacquaint you with, I am corifident will occaſion no leſs 
| trouble to you, thart pitty for thoſe unfortunate people 
| whoſe Adventures you have heard. —\.. _ 
| The fair Dutcheſs could not ſuppreſs her foreboding 
orrow, to find how unwilling he was to let her know 
1any more 3 but ſtriving with her ſelf, and in a manner 
[expecting the worſt, She deſired he would leave nothing 
untold which concerned any of that miſerable Company 3 
and leaning on Niſe, with a Handkerchiet wet with 
[Tears before her Eyes, ſhe liſtened to the concluſion of 
ms Hiſtory, | 1 : : 
| Since you mult not be diſobeyed (aid the ſorrowful 
Roman) T am to acquaint your Highneſs, that we ſpent 
moſt part of the Night with ſatisfaction enough in re- 
rating our palt Adventures, joyful that in a few hours 
ve hoped to find our ſelves in a place of ſafety, and the 
rſt dawn of the Morning was welcomed by us all 3 at 
vhich time in a Road not far from the Rock, we heard 
Jhe trampling of Horſes, and y_ after, diſcovercd a Par- 
| | " 2 ty 
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ty as we gueſſed, coming from the City 3 Our Guide 
told us there was no doubt to be made, but they were 
Chriſtians come abroad to ſcoure the Valley, this being 
Juſt thcir time of going out 3 and againſt the conſent of 
us all, and before we were aware, he called out to thern, 
who to our Aſtoniſhment anſwered in Arabick,, They 
are Chriſtians! Seize them, ſays a Moor, that at. leaſt I 
may have ſomething to wreck my Revenge on 3 and ſay- 
ing ſo, they advanced towards us. Immediately, finding 
the "Fake we had fallen into, by the unhappy Spaniards 
haſty ſpeaking, he thought to make ſome part of amends 
by telling us, that if we could climb-to the top of the 
Rock, our little Party would be ſufficient to detend it 
againſt an Army for ſome time, and that after it was 
Day, the Moors would not venture to ſtay ſo near the C1- 
ty; we followed his Advice with a Diligence equal to eur 
threatned danger 3 and were aſcended to a good height 
by that time our Enemies were got to that part of it we 
had quitted. But oh Heavens! How great was our aſto- 
niſhment, when not only by the Voice, but Day coming 
ON, WE knew the chicfof our Enemies to be the enraged 
Hamet ; whoas ſoon as he diſcovered who we were, and 
finding us ſtand in a Poſture to defend our ſelves with 
our Swords, and the looſe Stones we had pick'd up on 
the top of the Rock 3 He called out, Treld your iter mi- 
ſerable Slaves, ſaid he, and hope for the ſake of that cru- 
£] Beauty you would have robbed me,of, to have your 
Lives ſpared 3 but if you offer at the leaſt reſiſtance, expect 
Death with the utmoſt aggravation of Torments : But all 
being reſolved to defend our Lives to the laſt;he had no 0- 
ther Anſwer,bur by the Stones we threw at him 3 Where- 
with enraged, he PRESSE all his Men to a light, who 
wereabout forty in number.and climb the Rock rake us 
which they did, leaving only cnow to hold their Horſes 
thoſe who were moſt bold to getat us , were by, the ſtones 
we threw, ſoon tumbled down again'to their Mafter 

my 
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my Valiant Lord, 'with the two firſt Stones went from 


| his hand, depriving two of our Enemies of their Lives. 


This ſtrange and unequal Combat laſted above an hour, 
in which time, Hamets Men were reduced to halt their 


| number but on our fide, the Eunuch and our Spaniſh 


Guide were both ſlain by the Arrows were ſhot at us, 
and not one but had received a wound, or more. When 


| Hamer tranſported by the reſiſtance we made, and 


at the loſs of his Men 3 with thoſe were left, he aſſault- 
ed us a-freſh, and when he had not above ten left with 
him alive, gained the height of the Rock. My Dear 


| Maſter with Aftolfo by his ſide, did Actions almoſt paſt 
| belict; till wearicd with {o long a Diſpute, and grown 


faint for want of that Blood had gone from them tho- 


| row ſcveral wide Paſlayes were made in their Bodies,thcy 


were juſt ready to fink under an unequal number of Ene- 
mics 3 when Aſtolfo deſpairing either of ſafety or Lite, 


| rctired and left him. I had endeavoured from the begin- 


ing, of the combat, to appear not leſs concerned for main- 


| taining our Liberty, than the reſt had been 3 but at that 


time weakencd by the want of Blood had run from my 
{everal wounds,l1 was fallen down,unableto give any fur- 
ther Afſiftance to our almoſt vanquiſht Party,having only 
Lite enough left to keep my Eyes open, thatI might ſee 
what would become of my dear Malterzand I conteſs when 
I ſaw Aſtolfo had left him alone againſt all our Enemies , 
I began to doubt with my ſelt whether his quitting the 
Combat was not an effect of fear 3: till I ſoon perceived 
It was deſpair had drove him before his Death, to take a 
laſt farwell of his Beloved Roſelinda, who had remained 
oftering up ker Prayers for our ſafeties trom the begining 
of the Fight. Heran to her with as much ſpeed as his 
weakneſs would permit 3 and taking her in his Arms, I 


| could hear him faintly ſay, farewell my moſt unfortunate 


Wife, ſince I cannot live for you, at leaft give me the 


latisfaction of dying in your Arms 3 to which ſhe anſwe- 
F 3 xed, 
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ed ; Oh my Dearcſt Afolfo, be aſſured 1 can never quit 
thy Arms to be forced into thoſe of a barbarous Infidel ; 
but ſince it is the pleaſure of Heaven, that we multdye, 
Ict it be in one anothers Arms, and let us thus entwined 
fly together to Eternity. I could not hear their Jaſt 
words, but ſaw them haſte to the top of the Precipice, 
and embraced very cloſe together , threw themlſclves 
down to the bottom, where they ended their unhappy 
lives. Then caſting my eyes towards the place where my 
Matter was hghting; I ſaw him tall dead in the midſi 
of his Encmics, which dreadful ſpectacle took away the 
remainder of wy Spirits, and I ſunk down with ſome 
ſarisfaction that I ſhould not outlive him. But how 
lirangely was I ſwprized, when coming to my ſelf again, I 
was lying in a fair Room, with two or three Servants 
waiting at the Bedlide, I would gladly have asked 
Ge was. admiring to hear they {poke Spaniſh, but 
did not recover wy ſpecch till the end of eight days, 
When I had got lirength crovgh by their care of my 
wounds to inquire how I came into that place, and 
whercin I deſerved to receive kindneſſes, more than I 
could hope for among Strangers. 'Qne of them told me, 
that I was in the Governors Houſe of Antiquera, who 
would lect no mcans be omitted which might con- 
duce to my recovery : -I expreſt my thanks for their 
care of 1.2 with all the acknowled, ment 1 cpuld, but 
being more concern'd for my Meſicr than my own wel- 
fare, Tintrcatcd them to let mc know what happy acct- 
dent had brought me thither. and it they could, to inform 
me what was bicon:e of thoſc remained in the ſame con- 
dition I was in on the Rock, (ne of thoſe atſilted near 
me was about ſatisfying my requett, when he was 1n- 
terruptcd by the Govcernours COmmg in to make me a 
Viſit 3 and being informed who he was, I would have 
raiſed my felt wn the Bcd toroceive him, when he ltept 
mm thefic of it, and hindred ine, ſaying I was not 1p 

a Con- 
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a Condition to uſe Ceremony, and that he had deferred 
till thencoming to ſee, that I might not be diſturbed 
of that Repoſe was ſo neceſſary for me 3 but that being 
told by the Chyrurgeons, I might with ſafety be dif- 
courſed with, he was come to give me an account how 
I fell into his hands 3 and ſetting down on a Chair by 
the Bed- fide he 1ct me know, that hinifclt going out 
with a Party the Morning of our Gombate, at a good 
diſtance from the Rock he ſaw people on the top of itz 
but believing them ſome of the Garriſon were got up 
thither to deſcry if the Country were free trom thoſe 
who almoli every Night infcſted it,he kept on his way at 
an caſie pace, when one ot his Company told him, he 
could rf 0 naked Swords in their Hands on the 
Rock, and gueſſed by their moving about, that it was 
a fight they were ingaged in 3 whereupen mending his 
pace, he came to the bottom of the Hill, jutt as a Man 
and Woman, arm in arm, had thrown themfeives from 
the top, and were daſhcd in pieces almoſt hard by where 
he ſtood, and that while he was ſurveying the dead bo- 
dies, his men had perceived ſome Moors holding a good 
number of Horſes on the other tide of the Rock, and 
riding round, they ſaw thole we had leic alive coming. 
down, who tinding thcmſclves ailcovered would have 
retreated up the Hill agam, but were avertaken by his 
men, and incovraged by one who ſeemed their Matter, 
\ufftered themſclves all ro be cut in picces rather than he 
ſhould be taken, himfelt ending his lite in the fame 
place amongtt his men. He added to me, that having 
diſpatched the AÞors, he climbed up to the top of the 
Rock, to take a view ot what had been done there, where 
he tound a great many dead Moers whom . he com= 
manded to be throwa into an adjaccut Pit 3 but that 
upon fcarch ot the bodies, tinding about twaor three or- 
us, Medals, which declared our proteftion to be Eneniies 
of Mabomets Sect + he oxdercd our bydics to be roawo- 
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ved to the City, that we might receive the rites of Bu- 
rial ; but being laid on a Table, I had been perceived 
to ſtir, ſo that they carried me to a Bed, and after ſeve-_ 
ral applications, brought me out of the {wound, the 
want of blood had thrown me intoz but that the reſt 
had been interred together in the principal Church. 
This certainty of my dear Maſters death, reduced me 
into as ill a condition as I. had been found in on the 

Rock,ſo that it was the next Morning before I could be 
brought tony ſenſes again, when I would have torn | 
the Plaitters from my Wounds to follow my loſt Lord 3 
but the good Governour being in the Room, uſed fo 
many pcr{wations to me, that at Jaft I was fatisfhied to 
wait the pleaſure of Heaven, either in my dcath or rc- 
covery 3 which in a month aftcr proved the latter, ſo 
chat I was become able to walk abroad 3 And would 
have taken my leave of my Noble Holt in order toreturn 
hiker, reſolving afterwaras to retire into my own 
Country, that I might ſpend the relt of my days in be- 
wailing, without interruption, the loſs of my untortu- 
nate Maſicr: but the Generous Governour not only refu- 
ſed to let me {tir ti] T had recovered fon:e more {trength, 
but withal, attcr he had hcard trom me the quality and 
misforruncs of thoſe ke had interred, would have me 
fiay to {ce their Obſcquies celebratcd in a more ſplen- 
aid manner than vhat before had been done 3 fo that 
the week following 1 was conductcd to the great Church, 
here a vary fair Monument was {ct up, with an In- 
ripticn relating the manncr ct their deaths 3 were 
t>lyeina Vaile undcr it, and towards the bottoin was 
engraven ena fiir Marble, theſe words, Let the White 
Keck inther £0 cd the Ta'e of Antiquera, fo2 ever alter 
be calico the Evvrs Back, After the Ceremonies ended) 
baving burnt ſeveral Perfurrics to hinder the ill ſmell of 
thoſe nzd bein fo long dcads the bodys were taken up, 
1d brought throvgh the Chnrch to be depoſited in the 
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New Vault. As ſoon as I ſaw them bringing towards 
me, I went forward, deſiring their faces might be un- 
covered, that 1 might once more behold that of my Ma- 
fer 3 but a freſh diſturbance ſeized me when I beheld 
thoſe of Roſelinda, Aſtolfo and the Spaniſh Slave, which 
were all that had been brought from the Rock, as the 
Governour aflured me, but my Dear Maſter was mi(- 
ing : ſo that concluding he had been left among the 
Moors in the Pit on the top of the Rock , I not only 
procured a Guard from the Covina to go thither in 
ſearch of him, but he would accompany me himſelf to 
that fatal place. As ſoon as we came there he command- 
ed the bodies to be dragged out, but could tind none 
but ſuch as we knew to be Moors, both by their Cloaths, 
and having no Hair on their Heads : among the reſt I 
found the wretched Eunuchs body, but not the leaſt ap- 
pearance of any thing like my Maſters : we ſearched eve- 
ry Corner both of the Rock and adjacent Fields; | but 
not being able to make any diſcovery, I returned back 
with the Governour, though full of perplexity, yet not 
without ſome faint hopes, that Heaven might by ſome 
Miracle have preſerved ſo conhiderable a Lite. 

The fair Dutcheſs who had lifined to his Story|more 
dead than alive, began a little to recover herſelf, at this 
part of his Relation, which he continued celling her, 
that after ſome tew days longer abode at Antiquera, ac- 
quainting the Governour with his defign, he betook 
himſelf to his former diſguiſe of a Moors Habit, reſol- 
ving to ſearch all the Country under their juriſdiction, 
it poſſible, to learn ſomething of what was become of 
his Maſter 3 but ( continued he ) after I had ſpent much 
time in a fruitleſs inquiry,concluding that Great Man cer- 
tainly loſt, and that he might either be overlookt among 
the dcad, or have received a charitable Interment | from 
ſome unknown hand:I withdrew my ſelf into the contines 
of Spain, and being.come ameng the Chriſtians again, I 
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paſſed for a Captive newly eſcaped from Bondage, but 
wanting money to alter:my Guarb, and ſerve me for ſo 
long a journey, I was forced to remain in this Dreſs, in 
which I have appeared betore your Highneſs, to give an 
account of the death of the beſt of men. 

The ſorrowful Fulian made this ſad end of his Rela- 
tion 3 which the Dutcheſs had not been able to hear 
concluded without an aggravated affliction, and wring- 
ing her Hands whilea River of Tears flowed from her 
Eyes 3- Oh my Dear Nile ( ſaid ſhe ) could Heaven pre- 
ſerve the Life of that Worthy Man to bring him to ſo diſafte= 
rous an end ! Te Gods, where was your juſtice ! where was 
your care of diſtreſſed Vertue, when he was ſuffered to fall 
by the wiolence of a Barbarous Multitude ! O Heaven ! 
why did you not ſend the charitable Governour time enough 
to prevent the ruine of ſo many Innocents ! Aer afflicted 
Favourite endeavourcd all ſhe could to divert that vio- 
lent Griet the tormented her fſelt with; but at laſt 
wanting ſtrength to complain longer, ſhe wrung her by 
the Hand, and ſaying with a taint Voice, © I muſt fo]- 
* low my unhappy Lover to the other World, finceI am 
* denied him in this 3 ſhe ſunk down in her Arms. Niſe 
Immediately called in the relt of her Women, and delt- 
ring F#iianto retire, they removed her into her Bed- 
Chamber, and undreſt her to give more freedom to her 
breath; but a great part of the day was ſpent before 
the came to her (elf, and ſeveral others before ſhe would 
be ſeen by any one, but her Women and Fulian, whom 
the ſometimes ſent for to hear that repeated, which as 
otten renewed her ſorrow. The faithful Roman, atter 
ſore Weeks abode in her Court, where by her Order he 
was ſupplied with every thing he could want, deſired 
Icave to rcturn to his Relations, whom he believed had 
concluded him dead, not having hcard trom him in fo 
many months, but ſhe would by no means ſuffer him to, 
leave her Court, *tiil ſhe had tound oat ſome way tore+ 
| COINPEence 
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compence his Loyalty to his Maſter 3 ſo that he was for- 
ced to ſatisfie himſelf with writing to Rome, while he 
attended the Dutcheſs commands in Mantua 3 whoſe in. 
diſpoſition and Melancholy had made the Court change 
all its former ſplendor into ſorrow and diſturbance, none 
knowing, what had reduced her to that condition, but 
all looking on Julian with unpleaſant cyecs, as ſuppoſed 
the meſſenger who had brought her the information of 
what ſhe was ſo greatly troubled at, Two months 
were paſſed in this ſorrowful manner, when one day 
as Julian was diſcourlſing with ſome of the Mantnan 
Lords, a foreign Merchant prefented himſelt to them, 
deſiring to know if the Dutcheſs would buy any choice 
Jewels, of which he had brought ſome ſtore to the 
Court : although they knew ſhe would not be diſturbed 
on any ſuch occaſion, yet for the ſatisfaction ot their 
own curioſity, they defired to fee them 3 and opcning a 
ſmall Casket, he expoſed to their view ſorr.e of the 
faireſt had cver been ſeen in thoſe parts: Fzlian fiand- 
ing by, and accidentally caſting his eyes on them as the 
Merchant pulled them forth, perceiving amorg the reli 
a roſe of Diamonds, which he was contident he had 
ſecn before 3 and knowing, if it was the famc, it would 
open in the middle, he inquired of the Mcrchant whe- 
ther it would or not,who athrmcd the negative; but 7- 
lian taking it in his hand, perceived the place where it 
was to part, and by the Merchants help, drawing out 
a ſmall pin of Gold, it parted aſunder, which contirm- 
ing him it was the fame he imagined 3 he told the Mez- 
chant he would adventure to defire/one of the Dutchefies 
women to ſhew it herz ſo going directly to Niles 
Chamber, he detired her to let him ſee the Dutct eſs, 
who going with him to her Pretence, as ſhe lay on her 
Bed, on his Knees he preſcnted the Jewel to her : As 
ſoon as ſhe had caſt her Eyes on it,Qh Heaven, ( faid the 
this is the ſame 1 gave the unhappy Frederick; 2nd call- 
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ing Niſe to her, ſhe opened it, and ſhewed her under the 


Gold the Diamonds were ſet in, her own Picturcz and 


edltan aſſured her , that his Matter had that Jewel 
hanging in his Bolome the day before he was lain. 
Inmcdiatcly the Dutcheſs commanded the Merchant 
ſhould be brought in, pretcnding lhe would divert her 
{clt with 52s his Jewels: > but as ſoon as he was come, 
Falian by her command, rcquired of him how he came 
by that in the Dutcheſſes hand 3 He with a great deal of 
5 Lapmer and afſurance told her, that he bought it for 
2 great ſum of money of'a Few at Rome, and that the Few 
told him, he had it of a Mooriſh Pirate in Argiers, that 
he bclieved the Moor had gotten it in fome Prize he had 
met with at Sca the Doccheſs {ccming ſatished with 
the Merchants truth, paid him the Price he demanded 
for it and di{mitt him. Atter he was gone, as ſhe 
was butcd in looking on the Jewel ſhe had once given 
as a Pledge of her Lines to Frederick, turning it up- 


Ward, her Picture which was drawn on a little Gold 


Plate, Row 6/9 out, and taking 1t up, ſhe perceived on the 
backtide ot it ſome Letters as if ſcratched there by the 
Point: of 2 Needle, and peruſing them heedfully, not 
without a Tranſport of Joy, ſhe read theſe words, Fair 
1611 fo2 thee J Uve, elcapt the Kiver and the fatal Rock. 
How nappy had F rederick been, could he have beheld 

the alteration there appeared in his adored Princeſſes 
face. at the imagination of his being ful] alive : She gave 
7alian the Plate to read, not daring to credit her own 
byes, who was not able to contain himſelt, but kneel- 
ing d own by the Datcheſſes Bed 3 © He lives, Madam, 
{aid he.) my Dcarcit Lord has been preſerved by the 

= carc of Heaven 5 I implore your permittion, that I may 
* go immcdiatcly in ſcarch of him, for I am rcſolved 
* never to reſi till I can find him, or learn ſome more 
© certain news of him. The Dutcheſs approved very 


WC: vi Taltans furwardncls z but when lhe began a lit- 
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tle to recollecq her ſelf, new apprehenſi ons aſſaulted her, 

« ?Tis probable, ( ſaid ſhe to him ) Frederick, might 
< eſcape after the Combate on the Rock, ſince his bo- 
* dy could no where be found , but if the Merchant 
2 ſake true, 15 it not very likely he died by the hands of 
« thoſe Pirates who ſold this Jewel, which I am|confi- 
* dent he would never part with, but with his life. 

Although Fulian had the ſame fears, yet to keep the 
Dutcheſs ; AE giving way to her melancholy, © Maddie 
* ( ſaid he) *tis without doubt there is much appearance 
* of my Maſtcrs being aſſaulted with freſh dangers, but 
«* fince Heaven has been pleaſed to deliver him twice, 
* where it was beyond a mortal imagination to think 
« he did not periſh 3 ſuffer us to hope the beſt, when we 
* have cauſc to be aſſured he lives, and can but doube 

* of his danger. Give mie leave to put toSea, andTI am 
« almoſt confident, in a few months I ſhall be able co. 
* bring you ſome news of him. 

The Fair Diana, willing to comply with his dei 
as he was to go, the next day ordered a firong Veſſel, 
well manned, and provided for a long Voyage to be got 
ready. wherein ſuch diligence was uſed, that in three 
dayes Julian took his kave of Her, having the Com- 


mand of the Ship given to him, and put to Sea with 3 
fair wind. 
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HE Dutcheſs after this unexpected Intelli- 
gence, which Niſe endeavoured to perſwade 
her was more conhderable than really it was, 

| began to recover her wonted termper, and 

| appear abroad again, to the unſpeakable joy of the whole 
| Court. One day when ſhe ſeemed "ledſates than or- 
| dinary, being gone over to the Iſſand-Garden for her 
| diverſion, Ceſario afflited that his Friend Alexander 
had been fo long a Priſoner, addreiſing himlelt to Her 
| on his knees, begged ſhe would give her f(clt the trow- 

{ ble to know the concluſion of that ftory he had formerly 

| began; andthen according to her own juſtice, either re= 

{ teaſe orpuniſh the ſevere Husband of Cynthia 3 which the 

| Dutcheſswilling to hear,that by the knowledg of anothers 

mustortvves, 
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misfortunes, ſhe might give ſome diverfion to thoſe 
thoughts kept her own too treſh in her memory 5 (he 
commanded him to riſc and tnith his rclation. 


The Contmuation of the Hiſtory 
of Alexander and Cynthia. 


Our Highneſs may plcaſe to Remember ( ſaid Ce- 
ſario ) that when my Fricnds ſtory was interrupted 
by the coming of Jalian, I had acquainted You, of his 
mceting, inſtead of the expected Laxra, his Friend Car- 
ts with a Light, and drawn Sword. Alexander was 
| not leſs ſurprized at the encounter of his Friend, 1n- 
ficad of Miſtreſs, in that threatning poiſture, than di- 
fiurbed with the apprehenfion of being betrayed by 
thoſe he thought he might with ſafety enough have re- 
led en; however not to cxaſperate his fair Laura, by 
exclaiming againſt her treachery, ( imaginivg ſhe'might 
be near enough to overhear him ) nor to appear on the 
otherfide with a guilty fear where he was threatned, ſee- 
ing Carlos fet down the Light on a Table, and come to- 
wards him.he drew his Sword.,and advancing to meet him; 
hold Carlos { faid he. with a voice neither too mild, nor 
yet ſeeming tranſported ) fince you want not courage , 
and have time enough to receive Satisfattion for what 
you may imagine an Afﬀeront, or aſſault upon your Ho- 
nGur ; Ict mie prevail with you beforc you proceed to 
the utmoſt purſuit of Revenge, to hear what I hope you 
will allow, is but neceflary you ſhould be acquainted 
with. At which words Carlos remaining, in ſuſpence, he 
faid to hun, ] will not pretend, worthy Friend, to o_ 
CULIE 
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euſe my (elf of a Crime I muſt needs appear ouiley of: 
in-that' you find me in this place 3 but if the real Truth 
may deſerve belief, do not out of a too nice ſenſe of Ho- 
nour refuſe to Credit me. 1 know my {elf a Criminal to 
come by a Clandeſtine way into your "Houſe, and to this 
Apartment, but upori the word of your Friend, and 4 
Gentleman, it was only the effe& of a Curioſity I could 
not reſiſt, having p jevailed with Leonida to aftord me on- 
ly a fight 'of the pu Laura; ſhe told Ne Was here, but 
whom you would neithet own nor allow me tobehold ; 
I faw her Picture, and admired her perfeQions, 
grown curious thereby, of obtaining the ſatisfation to 
ſce whether the Original was equal to what repreſented 
her—Hold Alexander ( ſaid Carlos interrupting him) in 
vain .you endeavour by a feighed Story to check that 
Revenge I am bound in Honour to purſue, againſt one 
I find - concealed in . my Sifters Chonales at theſe 
hours 3 1 am abuſed by 2 precabbed Friend attempting 
againſt Cynthia's ST , nor ſhall the Evaſion of an 
imagined Laura ſtop my hand 3 but though I might with 
Juſtice enough proſecute the Chaſtiſement whers 
the Crime was committed , yet that you may not cym- 
plain of my wrong te Hoſpitality, in| making my own 
Walls witneffes of my Reſentment 3 follow me to the 
Park, and it the Field reccive like what you are, the 
Puniſhment of your Inſolence 3 and ending theſe words, 
without giving him time to reply, he quitted the Room. 
\ Alexander a while after, following, more defirous to rc- 

cover his Friendſhip, than hazard the Effafion of bis - 


| Blood, he had fo particular an Efteem | for 3 Carlos after 
he had left him, fayed fo long in the Houſe, that Llex- 
ander was not only 20t to the place before him, but with 
| fome impatience, waited near an hour, without Percet- 
| ving him coming 3 when, theNight being very dark, he 
diſcerned a Perſon draw towards him, without ſpeaking 
| © word, and ſulpecting he A to fall vpon 


Dn 


[82] 


held out his Sword: to keep him off; which not being per- 
ceived.im the dark,his ſuppoſed Enemy run upon.the point 
of it, and falling down at his Feet, cried out with a 
ſhrill voice, Oh, I am wounded ! hold, hold Alexander, 
you have killed the unhappy Cynthia : At ſo mourntul a 
Voice, and the mention of Cyrthia's Name, Alexander 
remained like one Thundersftrook 3 but fearing every 
moment of his ſuſpenſe haftened the wretched Ladies 
Death, he ran in to her, and kneeling down, was about 
to ſearch where ſhe had received the Wound; when by 
her want of Motion, he found her either really Dead a}- 
ready, or in a Swoon through the want of Blood ſhe had 
toft, and the violcnce of her Fear, 
© Oh unfortunate Cyt#hea, ( (aid hey bathing her cold 
& Face with his Tears) What ſevere impulſe directed yon 
< hither, todye by my accurſed Hand ? Oh Heavens ! is 
< it poſſible that Beauty ſhould not deſerve your Care ? 
© or the Fatcs be more propitious to an Excellence is 
* only worthy of a Preeminence before all other things ! 
His Affliction had drove him to the height of Excla- 
mation it he had not perceived her natural heat begin to 
poſicts the parts it had retired from 3 and found by her 
 Sighsand the panting of her Breaſts, -that ſhe had more 
Strength left than had her wound been Mortal ſhe could 
have been Miſtreſs of; but his Joy to find her Life reſtored, 
was immediately checkt by the conlideration of what he 
fhould do in Order to her fafety. It he ſuffered her to lie 
Tong im that Place,the continuance of her Bleeding and the 
cold ferencs of the night muſt certainly kill herz and on the 
other fide, it he ſhould quit it to carry her to ſome Houſe 
where ſhe might reccive help , Carlos mitlting him would 
impute to Cowardize what was the height of Charity ; 
ncither was he more unreſolved, whether he ſhould con- 
veiph her: to her Brothers was unſafe, and to his own 
Houſe vhat would more highly irritate Carlos 5 but of a 
{uddin, he took a rdvlution different from whateyer he 


had 
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had thought of before 3 - and as loud as ever he could force 
his Voice, called for Carlos to come to him 3 who had 
been a good while _—_— about, when his Calls dire- 
&ed him to the place the Nights Obſcurity had made dif- 
ficult for him to tind. As ſoon as Alexander perceived 
him coming, he left Cynthia, and going a little forward 
to meet him 3 Carlos ' (aid he ) thar bulk you ſecat the 
Foot of this ſpreading Oak, is the Body of an unfortu- 
nate young Man , lies chere mortally des As I 
was coming hither, I heard a noiſe of cl#thing Swords, 

and a Voice which cried out, Oh Heavens I am dead, 

and immediatly all was in its formet ſilence ! I came up to 
this place, ad found him ready toexpire, whom I knew 
to be Son of a Gentleman, whoſe quality 1s not inconſt- 
derable. Carlos you are Diſcreet and Generous, conſider 
whether it were juſt to let him quite expire without af- 
fording what aſſiſtance Pitty demands, it he be yet © capa- 

ble of itz therefore I reſolve to conveigh him to the 
next Houſe, and fince I have now waited a while for 
you, it cannot ſeem a diſreſpect to you 3 taat I defire you 
would ftay my coming back while I am about an a of 
fo much Humanity (if you will not allow Piety ) affuring 
you my Return ſhall be as ſudden as you can pothibly ex- 
pet. Carlos was too Compaſſionate to deny fo reatg- 
nable a requeſt, and offered to Accompany and Affitt him 


| in his Charitable Intention 3 which Alexander had much 
| 4do to prevent, though at laft he prevailed with him to 
ſtay, and going to the Foot of the Tree, where it was 
| too dark to know any Countenance, eſpecially one Pale, 
| andin adeep Swoon, which Cynthia was again fallen in- 

to; Carlos himſelf Allied to Lift his own Siſter into 


his Arms, he was come thither to Kill, tor having found 


| him in het Chamber. Oh well deceived, too jealous 
| Carlos « who could have told thee what the Ni phe conp 


| cealed, how Fortune battled thee , and a Fiction & dclus 


| ded thee 1 ; Littk didti thou think thy Enemy Alexander 
& Sz WIZ 
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was carrying, away thy too (ſtrictly obſerved Cynthia. 
He, whether it was ſome ſudden impulſe of what was 
the Truth, or whether his noble Diſpoſition would not 
ſuffer him to be left idle, while his Enemy was imployed 
in ſo pious an Action, followed him 3 and let Alexander 
uſe all the Arguments he could invent for his ſtay, they 
Acrvcd but as fo many perſwaftens to draw him forward,ſo 
that he,was forced to keep on his way with the Lady on 
his Shoulders, though with the greateſt apprehenſions of 
Diſorder 3 he feared, what at another time he would 
with Prayers have wiſhed, that her fainted Spirits would 
xcturn; for not knowing who was near her, her Voice 
would have betrayed what Alexander endeavoured fo 
much to conceal z but although there was little appea- 
Tance of her coming, to her felf, he was in no leſs Con- 
cern, how to diſpoſe of Carlos when they came where 
"Lights would be produced, While his Mind was agita- 
tcd with ſeveral confiderations how to free himfelt of his 
Companion, they got to the Towns end, when Alexan- 
aer pretending an adjacent Houfe belonged to an acquain- 
tance of his, delired Carlos would ſeek for a Chirurgeon, 
while he diſpoſed of the wounded Youthin his Friends 
Houſe ; and as ſoon as Carlos was gone, knocking at the 
next door he cameat, having told his Afﬀiſtant he ſhould 
hne him there 3 before any body came down to let him 
in, he partcd with all the haſt he could through two or 
thice ot the Streets, to ſecure himſelf from meeting 
z22in with Cynthiz's already offended Brother 3 but then 
the freſh conſiderations how to diſpoſe of her, began to 
effuct him 3 it he carricd her to his own houſe, the keep- 
Ing her there. would deſtroy his hopes of obtaining Lax- 
72, tince Carlos could be no'way ſatishcd: but by his mar- 
ryinghtis Siſter; and if he placed her at home, Carlos 
mult diſcover what happened 3. but at laſtyto ſecure his 
Love, and rclying on Laura's goodneſs, he determined 
to place her in ker Brothers Houſe,, undes Lanrg's _> 
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who he believed might have her Cured without Carlos diſ- 

covering the real Cauſe of her indiſpofition 3 thus re- 
ſolved,he haſted to the Garden-door of Carlor's Houſe ; 

where a few hours before, he had entred to have A fight 

of Laura, and finding it open, paſſed on to the hrſt 
Room, where he pon kis fair Charge begin to re- 

cover her Spirits, but not able to ſpeak, he called aloud 


for Laura and Leonida 3 but none anſwered, nor could he 


imagined 


hear any one ſtirring in the Houſe 3 he ſoon 
they were either fled from Carlos diſpleaſure, or gone out 

to imploy ſome Friend _— the quarrel they knew 

| kim engaged in3 but knding theſe delays would be dan- 

_ gerous for Cynthia, and accounting it barbarous to. leave 
hes there alone 3 he once more took her in his Arms, and 
ooing back the ſame way he had centred, wentdiredtly to: 

the Houſe of a diſcreet antient Woman, whom he had 
confidence to rely on, having been the Nurſe of his ten- 

der Years as ſoon as he came, he found a ready ad- 
mittance, and having acquainted the Charitable Onterfi 

in ſhort, with the accident, he laid his fair burden on his 

| Nurſes Bed, and taking a Light to ſee what condition ſhe 
| was in how was he ſurprized at the firft glaunce he had 
| of her Face; Oh Gods cried he out, tranſported with 
| | Grief! What has my Guilty hand done Likes is dead, 
| | I have beenthe fatal Muyderer of my adored Lawrs! But 
r | when he was going on with his exclamations, Ortenfiz 
2 | minded him, thac it he would preſerve her Life he muft 
2 | haſtfor a Chirurgeonz immediately he obeyed her, and 
0 


AN 


oF atterhalt an hours Abſence, returned with one whom 
- | he was acquainted with,and whoſe ſecretie he durfi truſt; 

- | by that time he came back, Ortenfiz and her Maid had un- 
- | crefſed the wounded Lady, and got her to Bed, and with 
oy} the help of Water and burning ſome things abour her, 
15 & brought her to her (elt > the Chirurgeon after fome inqui- 
d ry, tound ſhe had only received a wound in her Arm, but 
Of the loſs of Bloodzthrough tcar and rhe Violence {he had 
ho er C J Q Index- 
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undergone in being carricthſo farr, were the cauſes of her 
lying in ſo long a Swoon 3' as ſoon as her wound was 
drelt. the was lete to her Repoſe,Ortenſie watching by her, 
and the skiltul Chirurgeon rejoyzed Alexander with the 
aſſurance that her health would be reſtored agam in few 
davs, The next Morning Alexander being permitred to 
Vitit her, tound her in a much berter condition, than he 
could have hoped in ſo ſhort atime3 but his preſence, and 
the conhdcration of where ſhe: was, made her diſcover 
by her Bluſhes, and ſhame, the: conftufkron ſhe was in ; 
which her pafſionate Lover endeavoured with his ut- 
moſt pecr{wafttons to remove, ' aſſuring her of all the 
Reſpect the could command from one whoſe Lite was 
dedicated to her Service. and after having at her re- 
queſt informed her of all that had paſt fince the received 
her unlucky wound , both of Carlos his accompanying 
Her to the Town, and of his own carrying her 
home where both Cynthia and Leonida were mithneg, 
he begged to karn from her why ſhe had diffembled her 
own Name of Lawrz, and deceived - him with that of! 
Carlss's Siſter z but juſt as ſhe was abont to ſpeak, 
Ortenfis came in, and told him, that his Servant Favricio 
whom he had ſent for, was come, and muſt needs ſpeak 
with him. z he went out and preſently returned with a 
Lerter inhis hand, which having told his fair Miſtrils, 
was ſent by Carlos, at her entreaty he read it to her; 
wherein Carles 2ccuſed him for a Coward, and unwor- 
thy the name of a Gentleman, to hide himfelt from his 
zuit Reſentment 3 telling him that after he could learn 
nothing of him at the houſe where he promiſed to ftay, 
ke had returned and waited/al) night in the Patk'3 but 
fince he did not appcar, he ſummoned him to meet that 
Mornivg in the {ame Place, it he would prevent being 
Policd a Coward in the Afternoon 3 and that he might 
be ſatisfied with the wrongs were done by him, he had 
icnt in thecLerer, the fare Note was thrown by _ 
ander 
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ander the day before in Carler's, Chamber, which was 


the appointment of that Meeting he had ipterrupted by 
coming, Armed to him, which Carlos declaxed was his 
Siſters Hand , and Alexander had unawares, given it him 
among other Papers he had of him 3 Alexander was afreſh 
confuſed at the reading his Letter, admiring why he 
ſhould declare that Cyntbia's which he knew was thrown 
to him from Laxra, but turning to the Charming Lady, 
and ſeeing her ſmile, he begged her if poſſhble, to clear 
thoſe Doubts and Miſtakes he. had ſo Jong hin under 3 
which with a Charming ſweetneſs ſhe did 3 telling him 
| that the occaſion of Carlos denying the Picture to - hers 
was an effe& of his innate Jorknda which ſhe had con-? 
tinued,thereby with more Caution being able to try the 
fincerity of his Love, and prevent her Brothers ſuſpition 
of her z but that being aſſured of his worth, and the re- 
ality of his Paſſion, ſhe deſigned the night before, when 
he came to her, to clear his Error, and give him leave ta 
deſire her Brothers approbation. of their Mazriages but 
finding as ſhe was coming to meet him,:her brather there 
before her, and overhearing their appointment of a Duel 
inthe Park, ſhe had put on a Suit of Boys Claaths lay 
by her, which her Maid had got, and wore ſometimes to 
divert her in private z and followed him to the Park, with 
a Reſolution of imploring him not to draw his Sword 
againſt her Brother , when by his unlucky miſtake, ſhe 
had met that welcome he lefi ned for Carles > That the 
Story of the Duke and Marquis in Rome, was what had 
| in ſome part happened to her ſelf, and occaſioned hex 

Brothers Return 8 thence fooner than he was expect- 
ed. Alexander was as much delighted with the knaws- 
ledge of his Beloved Larra's being - it S Siſter, as be- 


fore he had beenin diſorder with the, teax of her being oz 
But not to detain your Highneſs too long in this part of 
: their Adventures, i (hall beans add, ea, in few days the 
carcful Chirurgeon rettored by to the Health he had pre» 
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miſed 3 and Alexander having gained her conſent, procu-- 
red a Prieſt, and was privately Marricd to her, betore he 
Rirred out of Ortenſia's Houſe, from the moment he had 
brought her thither, In the mean while, Carlos ignorant 
of all that had paſt, miſſing his Siſter from Home, and 
beingable to learn no News of his Enemy , whom he 
ſuppoſed had ſtole her 3 engaged all his Friends to joyn 
with him in the Revenge he reſolved to take upon all 
Alexander*s, and one Evening when I was there with ma- 
ny others, to conſult what courſe was beſt, whereby to 
have his injuries ſatisfied, a Meſſenger came in and de- 
livering him a Letter, told him that Alexander. and his 
Siſter defired the Company of him and his Friends to 
Supper with them at Alexanders Houſe 3 and opening the 
Letter , found they were Married , and wanted only his 
Approbation of what was done to compleat their happi- 
neſs; at firſt he could ſcarce give way to his Reſent- 
ment 3 but by his Friends perſwafion, and the confide- 
ration both of his new Brothers Birth, Fortune, and theix 
antient Friendſhip, we prevailed with him to.goz where, 
before the Company broke up, I wasa joyful Witneſs of 
their firm Reconcilement, each accuting and excuſing one 
another, with mutual endeaxments of Love and affection. 
' For ſome days after their Matriage and this Fortunate 
Reconcilement , Alexanders Doors were continually 
crowded with Coaches of all the contidexahle people 
about the Court, to wiſh Joy to the new married Pair, 
in owe of which Alfredo and Porcia being returned from 
Loretto, and coming by, inquired what was the occaſion 
of ſo much Concourſe in that place 3 and being informed 
of it by the firit they examined, each looked on other, 
with no little diſorder in their Counteuarices 3 Alfredo ex- 
claimed againſt Alex2nder as a falſe friend, who had bc- 
trayed him for his own ends, and* Porcia not without 
Tears, complained of his ingratitude » and counterfeit 
Love, neithcr difſembling theix Reſentment , nox = 
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diſpleaſure they had conceived againſt one they thoughe 
had equally injured them both. Burt after a little Gay 
they went on, not delirous to hear a repetition of what 
created them ſo much trouble. Alfredo having left 
Porcia at her Fathers Houſe, retired to his own, each 
ſpending that night with a ſufficient inquietude, for what 
they had heard relating to Alexander 3 who the next day 
hearing of A{fedo's Return, made him a viſit, and by a 
full recital ot his adyentures to him, endeavoured to ſa» 
* tisfie the former Lover of Cynthia, how far he was from 
being his defigned Rival, and of the impoſliblity of a&t- 
ing otherwiſe than he had done, when all circumſtan- 
ces were confidered 3 which Alfredo accepted of as an Ex- 
cuſe, more than could be required from him, defirin 
only the continuance of his Friendſhip, which Alexander 
as willingly promiſed 3 but it Alfredo was in appearance 
ſatisfied, and ſtrove to conceal that Love he copld na 
longer publickly own, Porcia's thoughts were taken up 
' with a more fatal Paſſion, reſolving to diſturb, if poſſi- 
ble,their tranquility who had deprived her of all ſhe could 
expe or hope for. But as her reſolutions were extra- 
ordinary, ſhe was as cautious in working them to the 
event ſhe deligned 3 and havinga ready and pleaſing wit, 
beſides ſeveral accompliſhments which were generally ta- 
king, as well skilled both in Muſick, Singing and Dan- 
cing, ſhe purpoſed to imploy all her faculties to propa- 
gate her wicked plot 3 and, to canceal all her malige un- 
der a ſpecious ſhow of Kindneſs , ſhe daily viſited 
the youpg Bride , and appearing recpnciled to Alex- 
ander, who rejoyced in finding no worle effect, of her 
diſpleaſure , ſhe ſo. ingratiated hex ſelf into the afte- 
Ction of the innocent Cynthia, that ſhe thought no time 
well ſpent when Alexander was abſent, if it was not 
compenſated by that of the infinuating Porcia z they 
continued ſome time in agrecable converſation, during 


which, &!fcde, both as a friend of Alexanders and Kin{- 
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man of Porcia's, came ſo often to the Houſe, that' Alex 
ander ( though not capable of jealoutie ) began to think 
his afliduity more than needful; but unwilling to: take 
any notice of it, he borrowed my Country-Houſe for a 
few days, and retired thither with his beloved Wie, 
pretcnding to be a little at reſt from the diſturbances of 
the Town, but indced fairly to ſhake off Alfedo's com- 
pany : Cynthia was very joytul to bein any place where 
Alexander was with her, but imagining the Country 
fports would rob her of his Company, ſhe invited Poy- 
cz2 to be hex Companion in that Retirement, whoas wik 
Iingly acceptcd of it, having cafily procured her Fathers 
Iicence to paſs ſome days in fo vertuous Company. - But 
when they were there, Alfredo continuing to be much in 
the Country, as he had been before in the Town, under 
the notion of viſiting his Couzen, Alexander was almoſt 
rcady to detire both him and his Kinſwoman to return 
home, which he had certainly done, it reſpect and fear 
of difpleaſling his Dear Cynthia had not with-held him - 
but as cloſe as he carried his diſturbance at Alfedo's be- 
ing there, the ſubtile Porczz ſoon perceived it, and ima+ 
gining hcr purpoſe grown ripe for execution 3 one Aﬀter- 
noon tinding Alexander alone '1n the Garden, went to 
him, and appearing in a violent diforder, told him, ſhe 
Þ continued that reſpect for one had once been her Lo- 
ver, that the could not brook his bcing injured without 
a ſenſible affliction to her (elf; and after obliging him 
by her interrupted expreſſions, to urge her the more ear- 
neftly to know what {he had to fay, dubiouſly hinted that 
fas could give him reafons why he ought not to be too 
negligent of his reputation z *Alexander at firſt believing. 
fhe only intimated what he had before thought , not to 
permit Alfels's too often vifits, appeared {entible of her 
eare in mentioning it to him 3] but preſſing her to give 
him fome reaſons of what had induced her to ſpeak on 
het Subj:eG ; after ſhe had made him urge 1t (everal 
: times, 
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times, ſeeming with much reluGanee to bring out her 
words. ſhe told him that Cynthia, forgetful of what was 
moſt tender in the world, her Hononr, had wronged 
him 3 Alexander enraged at ſo bold 2n accuſation of one 
he could not admit of an ill thought againft in his Breaſt, 
falling into a rage, drew his Dagger, as it reſolved with 
her death, to expiate the Crime he held her guilty of, 
in profaning his Wives reputation, but the very ſight of 
it was enough to make her fall ſpiritleſs at his Feer, and 
a little recolle&ting himſelf, going to take her up, as he 
laid hold of her Arm, a note fell from her Sleeve, which 
haſtily taking up, he knew the hand had wrote it to be 
Cynthia's, ſo that leaving her as ſhe lay, he opened the 
Paper, and read with np leſs diſorder than he had put 
the Poſſeſſor of it into, theſe words : 
: Alexander goes to Morrow to Mantua for a day or iwo, 
ſo that you may ſafely meet me in the ſame diſguiſe you 
have formerly done, * 
Alexander read it over ſeveral times, and being fully 
convinced it was his Wives writing, looking down og 
Porcig was ſorry tor the fright he had put her into , and 
railing her up, in a little fpace brought her to her ſelf 
again 3 who ſeeming offended at his rafhneſs, would 
have gone and [ett him, telling him his threats were an il] 
requital, for what the had done, to preſerve his Honour, 
for which ſhe was willing to expoſe her wicked Kinf- 
man Alfredo to his reſcntment, without confideration of 
her near alliance to him'3 but Alexander holding her faſt, 
begged a thouſand pardons for what he had offered to do, 
defiring her to contider, that his Love and confidence of 
' of his Wife were ſuch, that he could not with paticnce 
_ hearſhe had imjured him 3 and intreated her tolet him par- 
take of all ſhe knew concerning his then cruel Enemies 3 
which ſhe cunning]y did, telling him his Wires Maid had 
told her of their meeting often in the diſguiſe of Shep= 
heards Habits, which he knew his Wite had of late much 
, | _ aitccicd 
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affe&tcd to wear, and that he being to go to Mantus, ſhe 
[i was employed to ſend Alfredo that Note, and deſired her 
to incloſe that in a Letter to him, but ſhe abhorring to 
be aſſiſtant in ſo wicked and injurious a delign, having 
found him out, was reſolved to expoſe all their lives to 
his juſt anger, rather than his reputation ſhould be ble- 
miſhed by their private wickedneſs. Alexanders misfor- 
tune was ſuch, that, too calily overconic by her ſubtile 
mfinuation, and looking on the Bill as a too evident proof 
of his Wivcs talſhood,raiſcd to the higheſt ſenſe of indig- 
nation a man tender of his Honour could be, when he 
tound it aſſaulted, and as he believed irreparably ftain- 
ed , reſolved their Lives ſhould in part expiate the 
wrong they had done him 3 but to make his cruelty ap- 
pear more like an a of juſtice, than the effec of a mi(- 
euided rage, by her councel he determined to fend 4!- 
Fedo the Note; and pretending to proſecute his journey 
would return in private to an appointed place where 
Porcia ſhould meet, and diret him where his Abuſers 
were. With this rcſolution they departed from the — 
Garden, Porcia to purſue the effecting of her plot, and 
Alexander to lament the misfortunes he was fallen into, 
Love, Grict, Rage and Jealoufic combating in his Breaſt ; 
what am I reduced to, did he ſay to himſelt ? ( having 
retired to give more ſcope to his grief, where there were 
no witneſſcs of it 3 ) can I hate, canlI punith Cynthia, can 
J believe her innocence ever imagined a thought that 
might wrong me? No, no, I love her, I adore her now 
the is my VV ue more than ever 3 Purciats falſe,and would 
abuſe me, Alfredo a Villain that would ſeduce her, but 
cannot > Fle acquaint my Dcar Cynthia with her accuſati- 
on, 2nd be dclighted to ſee her without dilturbance clear 
her (elf from ſo vilc an imputation, Put 1s not this Note 
ker own writing, ? (would he ſay again, ) docs ſhe not ap- 
point their mc<cting, in a diſguiſe, when ] am abſent ? 


who kncws, but ſhe tormgely loved that Traytor Alfre- 
Ao. 
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do, when he ſought to her Brother for her, but was de- 
nicd ; ſhe is but too apparently falſe 3 and, like the reſt of 
her diſſembling Sex, under the greateſt pretext of ver- 
tue, conceals moſt Devil : Baſe, Infamous Cynthia, thou 
haſt wronged me.and ſhalt dye for it, thy own Hand con- 
demns thee 3 nor is it theeffe@ of Jealouſic, but ap 

Wrong thou haſt committed 3 Nay, had thy wickednefs 
arrived no farther than the very writing ſuch a Note to 
a man that is not thy Husband, it were a fin in him not 
to be forgiven by Heaven, ſhould he tet it remain un- 
puniſhed, With this fatal determination he endeavou- 
red to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt all the Approaches 
more tender Thoughts made upon him , and firove to 
paſs the remainder of that tedious day, withoat the leaſt 
appearance in his Countenance either of trouble or di- 
ſturbance 3 and towards Evening taking his kave of Cyr- 
thia and her Companion, went away, as he pretended, 
to Mantus; but as foon as it was quite dark he returned 
alone, and going into the Garden by a private door.con- 


_ _ cealed himfelf in alittle Summer-houle till the time of 


Executing his Revenge ſhould come,being confirmed m it, 
by having met, as he went towards Mantua, Atfreds ith 
the diſguiſe was appointed him, walking towards his 
Lodge. Poreia-in the mean time perceiving all things 
ſucceeded as ſhe had deſired, ( for Alfreds, deceived by 
her, did really believe his hepes of overcoming Cynhbre 
were near accompliſhed 3 ) and having, after Alexanders 
departure, perſwaded his Wite to walk out and enjoy 
the pleaſure of a cool Evenings Air, both drefſed theme 
{elves in the Habit of Shepherdefles at Porcza's requeſt, 
who told her, that Alfredo would be in the Field in the 
fame Dreſs, and divert them with ſome Muſick, which 
he did 3 and invited by his Couzen, waited on Cynthia 
' back toher Houfe when it began to grow dark 3 as foo: 
as ſhe came to the Garden, Cynth:2 taking her leave of 
him, with Excuſes that ſhe could not invite bis thy - 

Sight 
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Night in her Lords abſence, ſhe went in. and -Porcie 
ſay ying behind, directed him to conceal himſelf in the 
Garde till it were time to carry him where he thould 
be Maſter of his wiſhes 3 and having diſpoſed of him, 
ſhe went to the Summer-houle to Alexander, having be- 
fore, to heighten his rage, ſo ordered it, that Alfredo'led 
Cynthia juſt under the Window as they came in, her ſelf 
and Leonida following at a ka that Alexander 
might be more fully contirmed in the truth of whatiſhe 
had told him : whom ſhe found in a diforder ſuitable to 
what ſhe wiſhed, telling him, that Cynthia was gone in to 
ſtay till all his Servants were in Bed, and then ſhe would 
come down to bring Alfredo out of the Garden to her 
Chamber, but begged he would not ſhew himſelf till 
the came again to him, when ſhe would carry him to the 
Room where he ſhould catch them together 3 which he 
promiſed, and diſmiſt her 3 but about half an hour af- 
ter, grown impatient ot longer delay, he went out, and 
come almoſt to the Door of the Houſe, juſt as he ſaw a 
ran and woman going into it, {o that affured it was 
Afredo and his Wite, ' not able longer to with-hold his 
fury, he run to them, and ſhot Alfredo with a Piſtol he 
had provided, ſeconding his blow with ſtabbing a dag- 
ger into Cynthia 5 breaſt, whereby they both tell dead 
at his feet, without uttering a word or dying groan 5 
and not ſatisfied therewith, he hatted into the Houſe, 
and beſtowed the ſame puniſhment on Leonida for her 
treachery 3 but n2ither deſigned nor imagined he - had 
done any hurt to Porcia, and aftcrwards hearing of her 
being wounded, concluded he had in the dark mitiaken 
her tor Leonida, Thus far, continucd Ceſario, I have ac- 
gquainted your Highnets with the Adventurcs of my un- 
happy Friend, to the time he fornd ſhelter at your feet, 
from the purſuit of thoſe Peaſants would have appre- 
hcnded him but in the time hath paſſed fince, there 
have many things hapned, which. 1 hopc, will more in- 

courage 
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courage your Highneſs to pardon him, and which Car- 
los his Wives Brother ( who attends without ) can give 
a better account of, than has yct come to my know- 
ledge, E-- - 
The Dutcheſs being told it was late, deferred hear- 

ing the concluſion of Alexanders ſtory till the next day 3 
- when ſhe commanded he ſhould be brought betore her, 
promiſing to ſentence him, either with rigour or favour, 
as Carlosr's ſtory ſhould diſcover his guilt or innocence 3 
and accordingly in the morning, as foon as the Dutcheſs 
appeared abroad, Cynthia's Brother was commanded to 
her preſence, who leda Lady veiled by the hand, which 
being a thing not permitted inthe Prefence, it was com=- 
mandcd to be taken off, and the Lady was known to be 
the ſuppofed murdered Cynthia, As ſoon as the Dutcheſs 
was informed who ſhe was, with a ſatisfaction to behold 
her living, whom ſhe had with pity condoled as inno- 
cently ſlain, ſhe received her with more than a common 
kindneſs 3 and being earneſtly defirous to know how ſhe 
had eſcaped her Husbands miſguided rage, Carlos, being 
commanded to give her an account of it , after his duti- 
ful ſubmiſſion to her, continued where Ceſario had broke 

ol | | 
Your Highneſs ( ſaid he , addreſſing himſelf to the 
Dutcheſs ) has been acquainted with the rigour Alexan- 
der uſed to thoſe he thought guilty of blemithing his 
Honour . Porcias deſigns, and the cixcumltances I am now 
to acquaint your Highneſs with, were learned from 
Leonida my Siſters Maid, who fo long, ſurvived the 
wound Alexander had given her, as to confcts the wrong 
ſhe had done her Miſtcfs, and begging her pardon, tg 
adviſe her ſhe would for a while ſecure her ſelf from an 
apparently well-grounded rage might prove fatal to her : 
my Brother in-law that Night believing he had ſuffici- 
ently chaſliſed the ruiners of his Honour, left the Houſe, 
and retired into the adjacent Fields, while my Siiter, re- 
maining 
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mdiriing- ſecure in her Chamber from any appreherſſiotis 
of ſobloody a Tragedy, hearing a Piſtol gooff, and the 
ſhricks of her Maid, when ſtabbed by Alexander, was 
at firſt ſurprized with ſo much fear, that ſhe had not 
boldneſs enough to ſtir from her Chamber 3; but at laſ 
venturing forth, protected by her innocence, the firſt ob- 
je the met with was Leonida bleeding on the Floor 3 
as ſoon as that unhappy Maid ſaw her Miſtreſs with a 
Light in her Hand, raiting her ſelf a little z Ah Madam 
C ſaid ſhe with a feeble voice ) beware of your incenſed 
Husband, who deſigns your death for a crime you are 
molt innocent of : my Sifter ſurprized with what ſhe 
faid, without offering to retire, deſired her to declare 
what had been the occaſion of her lying in that dread- 
ful condition ; Ah Madam ! ( ſaid the dying Leonid ) 
forgive my falſhood, and Jet my crimes dye with me. 
You have formerly heard my Maſter had expreſſed ſome 
kindneſs to Porcia, and that Alfredo adored your Beauty. 
When ſhe returned with her unhappy Couzen from Lo- 
retto, finding you were marricd to him ſhe hoped would 
have been her Husband., reſolving, if poſhble, to reco- 
ver him, the intinuated her felf into your aftection, and 
promifing Alfredo ſhould marry me it 1 would be afli- 
tant in propagating her deſign, ſhe endeavoured to 
raiſe Alexanders jealoufic to ſuch a height,” that ſacrt- 
ficing, you to his reſentment, as a reward of her care to 
preſerve his Horiour , as ſocn as you were dead he 
thould in gratitude let her ſupply your place; and to effect 
it, the deccived the overtond Afredo,with a belict,that by 
cr means you thould be reduced to gratihe his wicked 
defires, obliging him to come diſguiſcd to the Village, 
that malicious Peaſants ſnould not take notice of his al- 
j;daity, at the ſame time decciving you with a pretence 
that he carne to court hor, ard me that all tended to 
Your ruine, and the making him my Husband 3 but in 
a long time being able to ground no jealoufie {ſtrong 
enougty 
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enough to poſſeſs Alexanders Breaſt with a prejudice 
againlt one he ſo intirely loved 3 ſhe cut her right hand 
on purpoſe, and coming bleeding to you, as if done by 
tmiſchance, ſhe intreated you would write a Note to him 
as from her, deliring he would come the next Night 
diſguiſed as he uſed todoz which as ſoon as you had 
done ( as ſhe hcr: ſelf told me ) the ſhewed it to Alex- 
ender, ard ſent him another, by which means fhe belie- 
ved he had bcen inſtigated ro ſo much cruelty, and had 
( miſtaking her for my Siſter) given her a juſt reward of 
her treachery. Then bcgging ſhe would for a-while ſe-- 
cure her felt trom her Husbands fury, and grant her a 
remiſſion of her offence , ſhe refigned her lite, My 
Siſter terrified and- amazed , ran imtnediately out, 
and wandring all Night in the Fields, came the next 
day to miy Houſe, giving me an account of what had 
paſſed 3 I was refolved to endeavour a ſudden reconcile- 
ment, and to that purpoſe was ſending in ſearch of 
Alexander, when my Friend Cefario came to me, and told 
me he was made a Priſoner by your Highnefs order. 
My Siſter, what with her grict and fright, was taken 
with ſo violent a Feavour, that for many days her life 
was deſpaired of : and if ſhe had died I refolved to pro- 
fecute Alexand:r as her Murderer 3 but Heaven having 
been pleaſed, atter a tedious fickneſs to reſtore her health, 
and tinding fhe lam:cnted the impriſonment of her Hus- 
band 3 I had long tince brought her to implore his life 
of your Highneſs, had not Cefario aſſured mie your indiſ- 
polition denied any acceſs to be had to You 5 and wait- 
ing his Directions, 1 have now brought her to begg You 
would pardon his feverity againft thofe, who either had, 
or really detigned to oftend him, and make her happy 
n being rcſiored to a Husband the fo dotingly loves. 
The Conclufion of Carlos ſtory which was followed 
by Cynthia's begging for Alexanders Life on her Knees, 
to fenfibly touched the compathonate Putcheſs 3 that ſhe 
=” commanded 
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commanded the Priſoner to be ſent for, and making 
Cynthia retire, after the whole Story had been repeated to 
him, ſoas it his Wite were really dead, and he had with 
Tears lamented his miſtaken cruelty ſhe, was brought 
forth, and with an unexpreſlible joy received into his 
Arms, imploring a thouſand times her Pardon for his 
unjuſt ſuſpition, which ſhe as cafily granted to one fo 
much beloved by her. The Dutcheſs delighted with 
their happy reconcilement , -commanded Alexander 
ſhould be diſcharged from his Impriſonment , allowing 
the Death of thoſe he had ſlain, but a juſt puniſhment 
of their wickedneſs. But if the happy pair lived toge- 
ther with all the tranquility imaginable 3 after two 
Months were expired from the time of Fulians depar- 
ture, the Dutcheſs began to entertain new fears of 
Fredericks being loſt, and directed by a violent 1mpati- 
cence, ſhe went every day to the Sea fide, hoping for 
a ſight of the Veſſel was to bring back the Meſſenger 
gone in ſcarch of her perſecuted Lover z One Morning 
aftcr the Sea had raged two days before with a vio- 
lent Storm, the impetuoſity of its Fury being then aba- 
tcd, as faras they could diſcern, a Ship appeared ma- 
king towards the Haven, and ſome hours after, being 
come up fair with the Shore, it was known to be the 
{ame which Jz1;an had the command of. The Dutcheſs 
being told of it, was about to order a Boat on Eoard, 
when they diſcerned that of the Ship, put off to come to 
Land. If the Princeſs was delighted with the expectation 
of ſceing 7ulian again, hopinghe would be as good as 
his Word. nevcr to return till he had learnt ſome News 
of his Maſter 3 on the other fide ſhe was affaulted with | 
fears, that he had only ſent back the Veſlel, while he 
procceded by Land in his carneſt ſearch 3 But that diſtur- 
bance was ſoon over, when ſhe ſaw the Loyal Servant of 
Frederick come to throw himſelf at her Feet , and as ſhe 


imagined , with a Countcenance which IO 
thing 
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thing of ill; as ſoon as he had paid his Duty to her, and 
kifſed her hand, having no longer patience to defer her in- 
quiry : leaning on Niſe's Arm,ſhe walked a little diſtance 
from the Company, and finding they were out of hear- 
ing © What 7ulian(faid ſhe) have you been firm to your 
< promiſe ? Shall I hear that your Lord is ſafe ? Madam, 
© (aid the faithful Roman) I had no more been happy in 
< beholding your Highneſs-and Mantxa , it I could not 
| *#ell you, that by the Providence of Heaven, my dear 
_ « Maſter lives, encompaſſed with as much happineſs as he 
« js capable of while abſcnted from your Preſence, which 
* you will find by this Letter he commanded re to deli- 
* ver to your own hand. The Dutcheſs in a tranſport of 
delight to hear of His Safety, a few hours before ſhe 
thought there was but too much cauſe to believe was 
dead 3 with an oblidging fmile, received the Letter from 


Fulian, and having opened it, read theſe words, 


þ 
FREDERICK 
To his Divine Princels, 
The Dutcheſs of M ANT U A. 


| A midſt all the ſufferings Heaven was pleaſed to deſtine 
| me to, I found ſome Alliviation, with the thoughts 
| that I was not hated by my adored Princeſs, untill I crea- 
| ted my ſelf new Afflidions, after my Stars ſeemed to ceaſe 
| their Perſecutions. Town my ſelf highly Guilty to ſuffer 
| 4 Thought ſhould enter my breaſt, that you bad forgot how 
| bleſt yors had once made me; But T ſhall pleaſe my Tar with 
| the Belief, that you have Goodneſs enough toforgive One, would 
| not deſire Life if denied the Title of your Servant z Julian 
| will give you an Account of whatever has happened to me 


ſince our Separation; and the unavoidable neceſſity of my Stay 
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bore but I bope Fortune will prove ſo prapittous, that in a few 
days you will behold at your Feet, your Adorer, 


FREDERICK, 


If the Dutchcls was not a little delighted with her 
Lettcr,the was as much concerned to know what Crime 
Frederick accuſcd himſclt of 3 and being impatient to 
hear the Recital of his Adventures, ſhe xcturacd to the 
Palace, and rctiring to her Cloſet with Niſe, ſent for 


Fulian in, who in Obedience to her Command, made 


the following Relation of his Maſters Lite, trom the 
time he was {cpcratcd irom him in Spain. 


EN Fa — ——_— tt FY ——_—— 
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The Continuation of the Hilto- 
wv of FREDERICK. 


; F Our Highnefs may pleaſe toremember, I told you 
of my ſeing my malter fall dead, as I thought, 
airong, his Enemies on the Lovers Rock, How Ing he 
cominacd deprived ct his Sences, he could not well tell 
Pu: being wm the ordinary dreſs of a Slave, by what 
wocould tince conjecture,it was his Chance to be thrown 
©2c of the zit into the Pitt among the dead Moors by 
the Govcinor of Antiquerz's Orders and that by being 
725cn up and fiirrcd, his Spirits began to be agitated, ſo 
7:12t he came to open Iiis Eyes again 3 when having a lit- 
tc Recovarcd his Unccitianaing,. and hearing all quiet 
Pcar him , he began to look about, and found himſelt 
tying upcn a cap of dcad Bodics  attcr a great decal 
of {irugling, , he made a fhitt to get out of the Pit, but 
Aa0t believing he had Strength to walk where he might 


get 
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pet help, and his wounds bleeding a frcſh by his train- 
ing, he ſat down, patiently to refrgn his Life, while his 
thoughts were imployed in the contemplation of your 
Beauty, which he beheld in the Picture, was brought hi- 
ther afterwards, by the ſtranger Merchant. But as he 
declared to me, the ſight of your Image before his Eyes, 
made him offer up his Prayers to Heaven, that he might 
' live once more to behold his adored Original, and belic- 
ving if his wounds were ftopt from bleeding more, he 
might have Strength left to get down the Rock , where 
fome Paſſenger might ſee him he pulled the Wreath 
 froma Turbant lay near him, and girt it about his waſt 
as ſtrait as he could, finding he loft moft Blood from a 
wound on his Side. In that Poſture he continued about 
an hour, when impatient of a hopeleſs delay, not able to 
riſe, he crawled to the deſcent of the Rock, and from 
thence ſuffered hrimfelf to ſlide by degrees, till he was 
almoſt at the bottom 3 but then he grew ſo weak, that 
he was not able to move himfelf a ftep farther, and after 
he had remamed ſo about halt an hour.as the Sun was des 
clining apace towards the Welt , he faw at a diftance a 
Party of about forty Horſe, who were Crolling about, 
as if they purpoſed to take a View of the Country, 
in Order to fome Deſignce 3 he had not firength to call 
out, orif he had », they were at too great a diſtance to 
be heard 3 and withal, contident they were Moors, he 
imagined their diſcovery of him, would rather anticipate 
his Death, than be a means of preſerving his Life; fo 
that he continued fitting on the ground when he ſaw the 
Horſemen draw towards the Rock 3 and coming pretty 
near, one of the Company Alighted with a ſecming pur- 
poſe to climb up to the top of it 3 but as he looked about, 
{ecing a Van all Bloody, he came to my Maſter, and asked 
him how he had fallen into that Condition: who with a 
true deccit, thereby to encourage their Ailiftance ot him, 
an{wered with a faint Voice Arabicks mw fhghting witi 
H 3 Chyitize 
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Chriſtiansz as ſoon as the Moor hcard what he ſaid, 


turning back, he went to the reſt of the Company, and 
preſently returned with two more they asked him fe- 


ralqucliions but tinding he had not ſtrength to ſpeak, 


they took him up in their Arms, and putting him upon 
a quict Horfc, with a Man behind to hold him up, carricd 
him away toa little Town about a League off, where one 


of the Coimpany, whoſe Profeiſion it was, ſcarched and 


drefled his wounds ; telling him withal, he ſhould not 
be diſcouraged, for that none of them were Mortal 3 he 
continued the next day and night in that little Village ; 
but fo weak that he could not utter a word loud enough 
to bc hcard 3 and the Moors who had taken care of him, 
being to depart, they procured a Cart to lay him on, and 
ordercd it to follow ſoftly after them to Cordova , he that 
was the Chirurgion ſtaying with him : there had paſt a 
week trom the timeof his being hurt, to that of their 


Arrival at the City, and the next day after it, his wounds 


being in a fair way of Cure, and his Spirits ſo much reco- 
vcred, that he could, and was by his Chirurgion allow- 
£d to ſpeak 5 the Chief of thoſe who had delivered him 
from the Rock, came to ſce him and telling him he was 
Son to the General of Cordova , and ſent out to make 
ſome Diſcovery, which way Antiquera might be aſſaulted, 
when he found him in that weak Condition at the Foot 
of the white Rock, believing it was an extraordinary in- 
counter had reduced him almolt to his end3 I hat both out 
of Charity, and a dclire to know how he came by his 
wounds, he was induced to give Order that if poſſible, 
his Lit: ſhould be preſerved, and now that there was 
{ome appearance of It, he delircd inrequital of his kind- 
vcſs, that he would fatisfy his Curioſity in what he de- 
manded to know of him. My Maſter was very willing 
to comply with his deſire, having had time to conlider 
what Account was properclt to give of his Misfortunes, 
{6 that after retuyning him thanks with much acknow- 
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ledgment of his kindneſs to him I muſt confeſs, noble 
Deliverer (ſaid my Maſter) that I am deſcended of Chri- 
ſtian Parents, but having ſpent much time in Africa a- 
bout Twnis, I may reckon my ſelf indebted to the Moors 
for part of my Education, I ſerved that King ſome time 
in bis Wars with ſo much Succeſs, that his goodneſs 
thought the greateſt things he could do for me, ſuch as 
he had no reaſon to wiſh unbeſtowed 3 and being young, 
and deſirous to ſee a Country ſo much celebrated as this 
is, for the Wars between youand the Chriſtians. I took 
my leave of him and accompanied Hamet , one of his 
principal Subjeds, whocame over hither on. an Embaſſy 
from him. Wearrived ſome time ſince at Malaga, and 
that Morning you met me, having travelled fo far into the 
Country,there was upon theRock a ſharp Diſpute between 
ſome Chriſtians and Hamets Party, and there after ſeve- 
ral wounds, I fell, remaining as dead for a long tine 3 
but coming to my (elf, I lay upon a Heap of dead Bodies 
all of Hamets Party, but how he happened to be over- 
come, I am able to give you no Account off The Moor 
was much pleaſed with the ſhort Narrative my Matter 
gave, and conjecured what was really true, that a Party 
from Antiquers might have fallen on them, and either 
flain or made them all Captives. After this, it my Ma- 
{ter was uſed with a Charitable Civility before, they now 
gave him Reſpect as the Favourite of a King, and great 
Souldicr , being viſited by moſt of the contiderable Men 
in that Court. And after fix weeks, his wounds being 
ſowell, that he was able to walk abroad, his Friend car- 
ricd him to wait on the King, having provided him Rich 
Garments of the Mooriſh. Faſhion. He was very urgent 
to oblidge his continuance with him. and to have hitn ac- 
cept a Commanp in his Army againtti the Chritizans 3 
which my Maſter not without dithculty was excuſed 
trom, urging the neceflity of his Removal, to inquize 
Waat was become of thoſe he had accompanied from Trwnis. 
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As ſoon as he was perfectly cured, though with regret 
of thoſe he left, he took his leave of Cordova ,, and be- 
ing accommodated with Horſes to Valencia, there upon 
pretence of fecurity to Travel, he got a Paſs from the 
Chrittian Garrifons, and being brought to the neareſt, 
by Abors he had hired, making uſe of his Paſs for their 
Return, as ſoon as they were without the Walls , he 
made the Governor a Vitit , and diſcovered ' himſclf to 
be a Sicilian, and giving him a Relation of ſome of his 
Adventures he fo: much obliged him , that he not only 


made him his own Gueſs for ſome days he ttaycd there, 


C both to reſt himfelt not yet able to endure a long Jour- 
ney and to change his Moorifh Habit he then wore ) but 
ſupplied him with all things neceffary both for his Jour- 
ney and Voyage, which was ſuccesful enough, not only 
while he Travelled by Land, but for fon:c days after, he 
had put to Sea ina Veſſel bound hither 3 one day as he was 
fitting on the Deck, pleaſed with the hopes of beg ſoon 
at Mantua,” which the Maftcr promiſed him a f1ght of in 
two days, if the Wind continued fair; holding. your 
PiRure in his hand.He with the point ofa Knitc engraved 
thoſe words, gave you the firtt Intelligence <4 his being 
alive, ThatrNight the Wind was fair and freib,but in the 
Morning a general Fright ſeized all the Mariners, -when 
they beheld not a mile to windward of them, a large 
Ship, by whoſe Antiant they knew her to be a Turkith 
Pirate of Algier 3 in lefs than an hour ſhe came cloſe up 
with them, and commanding the Maſter to ſtrike his ſails 
and yicld , No perſwaſtons of my Lords could prevail 
with them to ſtand on their dctence , not being above 
twenty in number, halt Paſſcngers, and in the Trrks 
Ship near three hundred Mcn: only the Maſter adviſed 
all his Paficngers to throw away thcir beſt Cloaths, that 


tiiir Ranſomes n:ight be the' more n:vderate 5 which they 


1! did 2xcept my Lord, who though he food with his 
Sucrd in 11s hand 1colved to fil his Titcat as dear a 
xatc 
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rate as he could 4 yet as ſoon as they were Boarded. over- 

wred with numbers, he was made a Captive among 
the reſt , and {tripped both of all his Cloaths, and what 
was dearcſt to him in the World, next your ſ\clf, the 
Picture-was taken from him 3 the Turks as ſoon as they 
had ſearched their Prize , taking all the Priſoners on 
Board their own Ship, ſent the other with ſome of cheir 
own Men, home to Algpier, laden withall the Booty they 
had taken 3 themſelves keeping out at Sea for more pur- 
chafe 3 ten days after their Captivity, about noon the 
Turks efpied a Sail and giving her Chaſe, found in a 
ſhort time, that ſhe endeavoured as much to get up with 
them, ſo that preparing for a Fight, they fhut up their 
Priſoners under Hatches, leaving only half a dozcn of 
the Luſtieſt on the Deck, to help them at their work in 
ordering the Tackle, among which my Maſter happened 
to be one. The Ship which they had diſcovercd making 
them to be Turks, about an hour before Sunſet , was 
come up ſo near them,” that on cach fide they began to 
make uſe of their great Shot, having put abroad the 
Colours of Sicily : for they durſt not adventure on cither 
part to Board, the Wind being very treth and the Sea 
running as high. Now Madam, I mutt acquaint you 
with a deſperate Attempt of my always undaunred Lord, 
who percievivg a Ship of his own Country ({o near, and 
he engaged on the contrary part, rcfolving either on 
death or Liberty, ſnatching up a Headpiece lay on the 
Deck, he clapt it on, and halt naked as the Turks had 
made him, leapt into the Sea z with an intent to get on 
Board the Ship of his Countrymen 3 the Pirates tccing, 
him {wiming in the Water, made feverc] Shots at him 
with their Arrows, {ome ot which were dircUed io 
well, that the Helince prefſcrved his Lite, the Waves 
being a ſufficient Armour for the rett of his Body; and the 
$:ciltans perceiving what paſled, uſed fo much diligence 
£0 recover him on Board them, that bearing vp to hin 
ee» | | and 
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and throwing ont a Ropc, which he laid hold of, they 
got him fate into their Veſſel; The Fight continued 
fome time aftcr, till the Wind increaſing, and Night 
coming, on, decided the Controverhez and the next 
Morning they were out ot {tght of their Encinies. When 
they were at quict from the Turks, the Captain of the 
Sictlians hearing my Maſter was his Country-man, ſent 
for him into his Cabbin, to cxamine who he was ? but 
could learn nothing morc, than that he was deſcended 
of honelt Parents in Meſſina, and had ſpent moſt of his 
Time in Travel, having been ſeveral years in Captivity 3 
but was in requital of what he faid, informed by the 
Captain,that the King of Sicily dying about two Months 
betore without Heirs, the Crown was deſcended to 
Count Frederick, in the right of his Mother, who was 
Niece to the deceaſed King 3 and that He guided by a 
Youthful curiofity.had ſome years betore left his Country 
to Trave}, not being then ſo much as the preſumptive 
Heir to the Crown. the King having a Son living who di- 
ed in the Rower of his Youth, two years before his Fa- 
ther and being further examined by wy Maſter how the 
Government was at prcſent managed, he told him that 
by the Kings will, the Counce] had taken the Charge of 
al! affairs, until] the Return of their Prince, having ſent 
out ſeveral Ships toall Ports of the Continent therea- 
bouts to inquire if poſſible they could learn any News of 
him. and that himſelf was abroad upon that Account 
It my Maſter was ſurprized with an unexpected Joy to 
nnd himſch after being ſo happily reſtored to his free- 
dom. the expected Succeſſor to a Crown » he declared to 
mE that the dclight he reccived from ſuch an alteration 
of his Condition, was chicfly that he had a Preſent by 
1, not unworthy your Highneſs acceptance but to pur- 
fucmy Diſcourſc continucd Julian, (finding how plea- 
ng wizt hc laid was to the Dutcheſs) after the Captain 
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of the Ship had fully ſatished him in all circumſtances 
which fo dy concerned him 3 but how can you ex- 
pect ( ſaid iy Maſter) to find the Prince you are in 
foarch of, Rs by a long abſence his Contenance is not 
known toany of you 3 'tis trucs replicd the Captain, nei- 
ther my ſelf, nor any in this Ship know him , but 
ſhould any but the truc Prince declare himſelf ſuch, when 
he arrived in Sicily, there are enew who are acquainted 
with him 3 then (aid my Maſter, as ſoon as you arrive in 
Sicily, be aſſured you hall have a certain intelligence 
where he is. The Captain and all his Company over- 
joyed at news ſo little expected, from that moment di- 
re&cd their Coarſe homewards, and being tavoured with 
a fair wind , in few days came toan Anchor under the 
Walls of Meſſinz ; my Maſter all that while keeping him- 
ſelf concealed 3 and going a-ſhore with the Captain, they 
went together to the Councel, which upon their landing 
they heard was fitting 3 but before they entred into the 
Palins ſome of my Maſters former acquaintance, ſce- 
ing and knowirg him , immediately the news ran 
through the whole City, that their Ring was returned 
which being ſoon confirmed on all hands, never were 
acclamations greater than the S1c:/zans eExpreficd at that 
time. The Counſel the next day rcfigned the Govern- 
ment into his hands, and not many atter he was fo- 
lemnly Crowned : But that his happineſs might not be 
too compleat, while he was folicitous m fetling the at- 
tairs of State, that he might haticn his Voyage hither to 
lay his Crown at your Fect 5 a tugdaucn 141 CC 
prived him ot all that joy he thought incapable of inter- 
ruptipn 3 tor a Ship arriving mw the Port trom Manta 
the King commanded the Captain ot her to attend hw 
that he might inquire ſome vews ot your Fughncts 5, 
the ignorant Seaman told him, the common Dilcourtcgt 
this place was, that your marriage would fpecdily be 
conlaged with the Prince of Mayurcs, who a tew 
davs 
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days before his departure was arrived there for the ef- 
fecting of it. The occaſion of this report, I preſume, 
your Highneſs knows was grounded upon the magniti- 
cent appearance of that Prince in your Court,with hopes 
oft accompliſhing his defign 3 but finding how averſe 
you was to the alteration of your condition, ſoon re- 
turned with diſappointment to his own Country, The 
information my Prince received trom the deceived Cap- 
tain was (as he told me) an affliction too ſenſible to 
be expreſſed 3 and he has fince condemned himſelf for 
being ſo weak as to upbraid you of inconſtancy, 
though he conteſſed, the reaſon you had to believe 
him long before dead, might be a ſufficient excuſe 
for your making choice of ſo conſiderable a Prince to be 
your Husband 3 however this diſturbance, and the affu- 
rance of your being anothers, made him negligent of 
ſending to acquaint you, either that he was living, or 
of the alteration Heaven was pleaſed to make in his 
condition 3 and in this State I found his affairs when 1 
arrived at Sicily having atter .I departed from your 
Highneſs ſpent a month at Sca, in a fruitleſs ſearch till 
coming in ſight of that Iſland, more out of a deiire to 
{ce the Country had given birth to my Lord, than any 
expectation of hearing any thing concerning him, I put 
ito the Harbour, and going a-ſhore, I was informcd by 
ſome perions I mct on the ttrand, what a general joy 
the IManders were hlled with upon the return of their 
long abſent King, who was Crowned a tew days betorc 
and being cttered by them to be brought to his preſence, 
whit 1 acceptcd your Highneſs may pleaſe to gueſs 
nov mach I was furprizcd to tind my Matter in the 
parion of their King : his goodneſs was always too 
Freat to m2. to be torgottcn by him, ſo that I was ſcarce 
26 /72nced halt way in the preſence, when he roſe, and 
# ng min trom my knee, in which poſturc I had put 
mr for, boo wilcomed my reaum 3yith a kindnels much 
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beyond what I could have expeted for more eminent 
ſervices than I had ever been able todo for him 3 he ask- 
cd of my deliverance from the Rock, and how I had 


ſpent my time fincez which having told him in Man- 
tua for the molt part, I was not a little amazed, to 
perceive he took no notice of my words, or ſo much as 
inquired whether you were living or no? And a while 
after taking me a-part from the Company what, 
(Fulian, (aid he, ) is my miſery amidft allthis triumph, 
ſince the inconſtant Dzana could fo ſoon forget me ? And 
fetching a deep figh, by his filence gave me leave to 
ſpeak 3 which I did, telling him, how concerned you 
had been at the thoughts of his death, and that by 
a ſurmiſed probability that he might ſtill be living, You 
had ſent me in ſearch of him at which words he ſtopt 
my proceeding in what I would have ſaid : How is it 
poiſible ( ſaid he ). that you can pretend to deceive me 
with the imagination, that my life can be of any con- 
cern to her, whois now Wite to the Prince of Majorca 2? 
Sir, replied I, preſuming to interrupt him 3 what unhap- 
py miſtake has given you an unneceſſary diſturbance ? 
tor that Prince you name, though *tis true he arrived at 
Mantua with hopes of being tavoured by the Princels, 
he found her reception ſo cool, that after a fhort ſtay 
he returned diſappointed of his pretences : [he 15 ſtil} 
unmarried, and wiſhes nothing more than to hear of 
your ſafety. The etfe&t my diſcourſe wrought on him, 
is beyond my capacity to expreis. He 'took me in his 
Arms, embracing me a thouſand times, and calling me 
his Genzzs, his Good Angel. Is it poſſible Dear F#li:: ? 
faid he, that my Princeſs is not married, and that [he til} 
retains a favourable thought of her faithful Frederick, 
Oh! I muſt fly to her, and throw my fclt at her fer, to 
beg pardon for my wicked ſuſpition of her goodneſs. 
With ſuch Tranſports he entertained himlclt tor a long 
time; and in the conclution, not able to brook any delay, 


| 4Pins 


[ 110 ] 


the (ame Evening he gave me a letter to your Highneſs, 
with order that I ſhould embarque that Night, and fail 
for Mantua, to aſſure you, that as ſoon as ever he could 
get his Navy to Sca, he would come with it hither to 
lay the Crown of Szcily at the Feet of his molt adored 
Princeſs. 

The ſatisfation Julian gave the fair Dutcheſs by his 
relation, was grcater than her modeſty would expreſs, 
cven betore thoſe ſhe had an cntire confidence in. But 
that Frederick might bc rcccived with all the Grandeur 
and Statc imaginablc, the ſuffered his coming to be pub- 
liſhed, and on what dclign 3 which ſoon produced as 


great a joy in Mantua, as the Sicilians had expreſſed at 


the arrival of their King. But amidſt all theſe trium- 
phant preparations, a ſudden accident, put all the Court 
into confulion. For Alvaro, the young Prince of Ma- 


zorea, being equally captivated with the Beauty and For- 


eune of Dzana, and perceiving that his publick addreſſes 
were lighted by her, refolved to attempt that by a 
treacherous force, which he was perſwaded no afſiduity 
or reſpect would procure. So that although he appear- 
ed to take a folemn leave, both of the Dutcheſs and 
Mantua, yet having by conſiderable preſents gain- 
ed ſome of the Court to aflift him, he reſolved to ical, 
and carry her torcibly with him to Mzajerca 5 in order 
to which, as ſoon as the Ships had attended him to Man- 
?#u2, with that hinmifclt was on board of, were out of 
light of the Town, he commanded them to hover near 


the Coaft without coming in fight, while hinifelt food 


in again for land 3 and four nights aftcr his departure, 
concealing his Ship in a private Creek, he landcd at a 
ſmall Village about tour Leagues from Mantua, with 
thoſe in his Con;pany he thought ncedful for his de- 


ſign; and aftcr having tiaycd there till he could conve- 


nicntly procure diſyuiſcs tor himfclt and thoſe were 
wth him ; he came privatcly to a Country Houſe, a 
T.cague 


Crt] 
League from the Town, which, a Mantuan, bribed by 
him , had procured for his concealment, reſolving to 
wait there for an opportunity of putting his plot in ex- 
ecutionz where he was detained much longer than he 
expected, being unable to offer at any thing fo long as 
the Dutcheſs kept within her Palace, or ſeldom ſtirred 
out, and when ſhe did, only to the Sca-fide, with a rc- 
tinue too great for him to attempt any thing againſt. 
Thus he continued from the Time of Jzlians departure, 
till after he was returned ayain 3 at laſt reſolving tode- 
| fiſt from his enterprize, eſpecially when the Veſſel wait- 
cd for him, not able to give any good account of her 
long ſtay in ſo private a place as ſhe was kid up in, re- 
ceived a command to depart out of hand, unleſs ſhe 
would be ſcized as being either a Spy or Pirate. But 
when he was almoſt ready to depart, one of his gained 
Friends aſſured him, that in one day more he might et- 
fe his deſign 3 which he found as eafie means for the 
execution of as he could with for the Dutcheſs, go- 
ing every day abroad after Fulians return, ſpending no 
Evening out of the pleaſant Ifland-Garden upon the 
River Po, where ſhe uſually retired wich her Favourite 
Niſe and the Sicilian Kings Loyal Servant, to hear him 
repeat the adventures of his Maſters lite. Alvaro having 
provided all things neceſſary tor his purpoſe, landed from 
| 2 ſmall Barque on the back fide of the Garden, with fix 
men well armed in his Company, and wanting no di- 
rccion, came to the very Arbour ſhe was retircd to, 
without being diſcovered by any of her Attendants who 
waited on the other tide tor her 3 and while rwo of his 
| Servants aſſaulced Fulian, who endeavoured to defend 
the Princeſs, himſelt with the relt carried her and Nizſe 
by torce into the Boat, and Rowivg away with all the 
ſpeed they could, landed her where a Chariot waited 
their coming, and carrying, tnem out of the Boat ito 
it, him(ſclt bearing chem: Company to prevent their 
leaping 
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kaping forth, drove away with all the ſpeed they 
could, for the Village near which the Ship lay. His two 
men that tcll upon Jian being lett behind, were by 
thoſe who came running in, hearing the claſhing of their 
Swords, and the Dwtchefs and Nzſes thricks, cut to picccs 
and although all pothible dilligence , was uſed to purſue 
them, he had got hcr aboard his Veſlcl, and was under 
ſail by that time thoſe who were come atter him reach- 
ed the Village he had newly lctt 3 and inumcdiately the 
Night coming on, now ſccure of his prize, he went into 
the Cabbin hc had placed the Dutcheſs in, endeavouring 
to prevail with hcr for a pardon of that violence, the 
height of Paſſion, as he pretended, had prompted him 
to: but for aln.olt a Weck that they failed, without 
meeting with any interruption m their Voyage, he could 
obtain nothing trom the 2fflitcd Princeſs, but that ſhe 
would rather dye than yicld to that compultion he 
thovght tro cftabliſh his Jove by. During which time, 
*hzt the amorous Prince had no other cncmy to encoun- 
ter but Dizna's obftinate diſdain Her loyal Subjccts 
were not idle, but titted out all the Ships were in che 
Port to purſue him and the Sicilian King 1gnorant of 
this new mistortune, was got to Sea with a RoyalFlect; 
WACN Coming Within twodays fail of Mantua, he met a 
Veſt] was conc cut from thence, which gave him the 
fad eccount ct his Princcfſes Rape 3 upon which fatal in- 
reliivence, having lan;cnied her misfortune and his own, 


lated 


with all the exprethens ot a' violent gricf : he altcred his 
cearfe. and fioud zway to Sea in chaſe 'of the deteficd 
Revidheo of thc Dutchls, being aflured by all cixcum- 
fianccs he was the Prince of Majorca Who while the 
8:25 were {pread with Ships to diſcover him, imployed 
al }s tins in cndcaveuringy to reconcile hin.{clf tothe 
Dutcheſs; winlc jut indignation, ſhe affurcd his could 
acycr bercuord, but by his returning hor back to her 
ovn Coumr.; which t- made as much halte from a 
(119 
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the winds would give him leave 3 and nine days after 
his leaving Mantxa, early it the Morning the Captain of 
the Veſſel called him upon the Deck to fee his own 
Iſland, promiſing to land him on it by Noon 3 but in 


leſs than an hour they were ſo becalmed, that the Vef- 


ſel made no way and when they had got out their great 
Oars, to ſupply with them the want of a Gale, at firſt 
an eaſie one began to blow, but ſo exattly off the ſhore, 
that it drove them faſter to Sea than their Oars could 
work them towards the Land; and freſhening upon them, 
before it was dark they had again loſt fight of the place, 
the Prince hoped by that time to have been x ſhore at: all 
Night it blew ſo freſh, that they were almoſt compelled co 
bear up before it 3 and the'next dayaabout Sunriſe, they 
found themſelves chaſed by two Veflels which feemed to 
gain upon them. Alvaro who teared all tobe Enemies, 
to prevent their coming up with him, ftood away with 
the Wind, the Ships following his coarfe, which they 
continued to do all day, and a little before Night were 
come up ſo near, that they diſcovered them to be Mar- 
trans, The afflicted Dutcheſs, hoped from the firſt of 
their coming in fight, to find theni her Delievers z bur 
when ſhe was told the Ships belonged to her, or her Sub- 
jets, atid doubtleſs abroad in perſuit of her Raviſher 3 
ſhe offered up her prayers to Heaven that they might 
reach the Ship ſhe was in 3 but tinding the Night would 
be a means to lofe them again, ſeeing 4lvaro come into 
the Cabbin, ſhe turned from the Window the was look» 
ing out at, and throwing her felt at his feet, with 
Tears imptored him to retiore her to her txeedom, af 
furing htm ſhe would forgive all he had hitherto done 
apainlt her 3 But his love was too great to forego a prize 
he now begari to hope would be again ſecured to him 
and accordingly as foort as it was dark, commanding 
there ſhould be no Lights in the Ship, he altered the 
ecarſe he had run all day : and as he expected, in the 

F morning 
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morning was out of fight of thoſe had chaſed him the 
Day bctorcz the Wind continuing fo high, that it almoſt 
blew a Storm 3 and finding himfclt on the coaſt of Spain, 
ncar Alicant, both to wait the altcration of the Wind, 
and to (ſuffer the Dutcheſs to refreſh her {elt on ſhore, he 
flood in, and that Afternoon came to an Anchor about 
a Lcague above the Town. He landed his fair Theft at 
a little Village, in a poor Houſe he (ent to provide for 
their reception 3 firſt having obliged the Dutcheſs and 
Niſeto change their Cloaths for plainer ones he had 
provided formerly, himſclt in the habit of an ordinary 
Scaman, never {tirring out of their fight, or from the 
Door of the Room he kept them ſhut up in, that they 
might not ſpeak to any body. Alvaro had reſted with 
impatience almott a Week in the Village, betore the 
ftorm had drove him to land was over; when hnding 
the Wind fair for his Voyage to Majorca, he brought 
the Dutcheſs towards Evening from the Houſe: he had 
concealed her in. tooblige her to a ſecond imbarcation ; 
bur as he was crothirg, the {irect of the Village towards 
th: Strand where his Boat was ready to recetve them, he 
w2s obliged to flop a-while tolet ſeveral Coaches and 
Horſemen paſs by. who were going towards Alicant : 
end when he thought all gone, leading the Dutcheſs by 
Force to the place where rhe Boat lay, juſt as he had lift- 
ed her into it, a Gentleman , mounted on a graceful 
Adaluzian Horſe. and followed by halt a dozen Ser- 
Vants, came to the Eoatiidc, and asked with courtetie 
enough, what ſhip that was lay off, whether they were 
£0ing on board 3 but Alvaro, either diſdaining an an- 
{wer. or feartu! of any delay, commanded his men to 
thruſt out the Eogat without taking any notice of the 
dcemend was made him 3 which incivility cxaſpcrating 
the Sparmh Gentlenian, he drew his Sword, and riding 
to hx Saddle-<lirts into the Water cloſc to the Boat, 
kc lcapt from his Bore iuto it followed by his Servants, 

telling 
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telling, the Seamen he would by force know, what they 
denicd to his civil requeſt, The inraged Prince and his 
Company had put themſelves in a poſture of defence; 
when the afflicted Dutcheſs,whoſe violent grict had made 
her till then filent, riſing from the ſeat ſhe was placed 
on, Sir (ſaid ſhe to the injured Spamard in Tralian) if you 
will do a generous ac, let your Sword not only be im- 
ployed to revenge the affront you have received, but to 
reſcue a miſerable woman from the hands of a wicked 


raviſher. The Spaniard hearing her ſpeak, when he was 


ready to aſſault thoſe were in ne” turned towards 
her before he preſt any further 3 WM as ſoon as ſhe had 
deſired his affiftance, without giving any other anſwer 
than by a reſpectful bow, he turned towards Alvaro, 
ſaying to him 3 © If this Lady be willing togo with you, 
© for her ſake hall forget the rudeneſs you have expref(- 
* fed towards mes but if it is by compulſion you would 


© force her away, I will either redeem her from your vi- 


*olence,or reſign my lite in the attempt of it ; and ending 
theſe words, he ſtept forward towards the Dutcnefs, 


who incouraged by his generous declaration, crycd out, 


*2Tis by force, Noble Cavallier, I have been hurricd from 
* my own Country, and had rather here end my mitera- 
* ble life than remain longer in the power of that unwor- 
* thy man, is now the diſpoſer of my liberty It her 
words were ati incouragetnent to the Stranget to pertilt 
in his deſign of freeing her, they were no lets an incite- 
ment to the violent Prince to get the Boat off by torce, 
fince he found it would no other way be done, fo thac 
aſſaulting the young Spaniard, who was prepared to re- 
ceive hitns and ſeconded by his men, a fierce and unu- 
fual combate began in the Boat 3 the Fair Dutcheis in 
the mean white, whether ftrighted by being fo near the 
Combatants, or unwilling to loſc to tair an opportuni- 
ty of eſcaping from Alvares, leapt trom the Boat, almott 
t> the ſhoulders in water, and followed by Nie, hae 
L 2 waded 
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waded to the Shore before ſhe was miſt in the Boat by 
Alvaro , when calling aloud to her Deliverer to quit the 
diſpate he was ingaged in, to prevent her being forced 
back by two Scamen tollowed her from the Boat, ſhe ſaw 
him throw himſelf into the water and a great crowd 
coming down to the ſhore from the Villagez Alvaro to 
ſave himſelf from being taken by them, thruſt out to 
Sea, leaving not only the Princeſs and Nife, but his two 
men for hatte behind him. As ſoon as he was put off, 
and the Seamen ſecured by the Company was come in, 
the valiant Spaniard, neither minding, nor in a condi- 
tion to purſue him,no other Boat being near, he got 
ſafe on board, and ſoon after failed to his own Coun» 
trey with diſcontent enough to be ſo unexpectedly de. 
- prived of what he had adventured fo much for the poſlef- 
ſton of. 

The Dutcheſs tinding her felf at liberty, was about 
tO return thanks to the worthy procurer of it, when the 
voung Spaniard addreifing himſelt to Her and Niſez La- 
dyes ( ſaid he ) I mult needs account my felt very hap- 
Py if I have been fo fortunate to prevent any violence 
was intcndcd againlt ſo much beauty and fince your 
wet cloaths require you ſhould be conveyed to ſome 
place where you may change them and repoſe your 
j-lvcs.I will adventure to requeſt your acceptance of what 
zonvenience my Houſe will afford. To which obliging 
1nvitation the Dutchcts was able to return no an{wer, be- 
'ng wholly igrorant of the Spaniſh Language, more than 
by the athnuty it had with her own, partly underſtand- 
ing what he ſaid 5 which being perceived by him, he re- 
pcatcd the fame words in Italian, and reccived an an- 
{ycr full of gratitude trom the fairclt Lips in the world. 
\\ lite he was in d:(courle with her, a Servant told him 
the Coaches hzd ttopt, hearing of the quarrel he was fal- 
1. i, vpon which notice, taking the Dutcheſs by the 
Mud. 2nd anot!:cr Gentleman doing, the ſame by a 
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ke defired they would make uſe of the convenience of 
them, to be carried to Alicent, where he lived. Although 
the Italian Princeſs might have made ſome ſcruples to 
commit her ſelf to the Charge of a young Man and a 
Stranger, yet what he had done in her Service, and not 
knowing how at that time otherwiſe to diſpoſe of her 
ſelf, the accepted of his Invitation, and was much plea- 
ſed with it 3 when coming to one of the Coaches, her 
Reſcuer committed her to the care of three young La- 
dies were in it,one of which,he told her was his Wite,but 
they were prevented from thoſe compliments would ne- 
ceſfarily have paſſed between them, by Reaſon they could 
not underſtand what one another ſaid 3 and at that time 
he took no other Care, but to Order they ſhould make 
what haſte they could to the City, that the ſtrange La- 
dies might be ſhifted from their wet Cloaths. As ſoon 
as they came to his houſe , he waited on them to a rich 
apartment, and committed the Care of them to ſeveral 
young Ladies who could ſcarce without Envy behold 
their Beauties Eclipſed by her who ſeemed the chief of 
the two Strangers 3 that night, being ſupplied with all 
things neceſſary, ſhe was left with Nzſe to reſt her elf, 
which ſhe had want enough of, after ſo many un- 
quiet.ones as ſhe had ſpent ſince the time ſhe was forced 
trom Mantua. The next Morning as ſoon as ſhe was 
awake, the ſame Company came in to viſit her, and 
bringing Cloaths for them toput on inſtead of their wet 
ones 3 as ſoon as ſhe was ready, her deliverer came to 
enquire after their Healths 3 and being invited into her 
Chamber, after ſeveral Compliments, he begged the 
Knowledge from her of what Accidents had reduced 
them tothe Reſtraint he found them in 3 and trom the 
Dutcheſs received a true Account of all her Adventures, 
only diſguifing her Quality, by declaring her (elf the 
Daughter of a Rich Gentleman of Mantwa, and her Ra- 
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was the name of the Spaneſh Gentleman ) entertained 
her for {cveral days withall the reſpe& imaginable, till 
he could procure a ſafe paſlage for her into Italyz promi- 
ling , with her permiſſion, not toleave hergill he had de- 
livercd her fate to her Parents 3 and he was one After- 
noon ſufkciently fſatisied with the Reſpects he had 
ſhewn her, when a Veſſel coming into the Harbour with 
the Antiant of Mantua, as the Dutcheſs with ſeveral Las 
dics were walking with him on the Tarras of his Gar- 
den, which overlookt the Road 3 She defired he would 
ſ-nd a Servant to the Ship, to inquire what News from 
her Country 3 and the Perſon that was imployed, meet- 
ing the Boat juſt as it Landed 3 and falling into Diſcourſe 
with him that ſeemed to Command the reſt, and telling 
him that he was cume from an Italian Lady, who detired 
to enquire after her Relations in Mantza, invited him to 
his Maltcrs houſe, which being accepted by the Stranger, 
he was ſufficiently tranſported with Joy, to find it. was 
the Dutchcfs had ſent for him 3 and by paying his Duty 
to her on his Knees, ſurpriſed all the Company was 
with hcr, by the conlideration of the greatneſs of hcr 
Quality, whom they belicved, and had reſpected as a pri- 

vaJe perſon. : 
The tiranger who was a Nobleman of Maxtuz, by her 
Command lct her know, the great trouble her Subjects 
were in, tor the loſs of her that he was abroad in the 
Ship he landed from, to ſearch for her 3 and that the King 
of Sicily had becn at Majorca, but was certainly aflured, 
that that Prince had never been in the Iſland fince his 
Voyage to Mantua , although all the Flect went with 
him was returned , Except the Ship he was in, and that 
ft the Durchc{s would give him leave to rcturn to Sea, he 
bclicvcd ina day or two he might fall in with the S$7cili- 
an Flcet, ard bring that King to attend her honzc, The 
Princcls approved vary well of his motion, and accor- 
dinghy attire he had by her order repoſed himiclt a w_ 
[ls 
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he imbarqued and failed again the ſame Evening. 
Felicius as ſoon as the Dutcheſs had made an end of 

ſpeaking with the Italian Lord, addrefſing himſelf to her, 

begged his own Pardon, and that of the reſt of the Com- 


\ pany; thet ſhe had not, through their Ignorance, of her 


Quality: been entertained with that obſervance was due 
to her Birth and Dignity 3 which the obliging Princeſs 
Anſwered, with aſſuring him that he had laid Engage- 
ments on her much greater than ſhe ſhould ever know 
how to requitez and which ſhe ſhould be forced to in- 


_ creaſe by troubling him a few days Jonger, till the Ar- 


rivalot thoſe Ships muſt convey her to Italy 3 Felicins 
not only aſſured her how highly he was honoured in 
the name of her Hoſt, but having acquainted all his 
Relations, and the Magiſtrates of Alicant, Who reſided 
in his Houſe 3 She was viſited, and received the Compli- 


| ments of all the confiderable perſons in the City, having 


firſt by Felicizs procurement been furnithed with Rich 


Cloaths ſuitable to her State. 


One Evening when moſt of the Company was reti- 
red having before obſerved the great affection of Felicius 
to his Wite, -and heard that betore his Marriage, many 
conſiderable Adventures had befallen him, and ſome of 
thoſe Perſons were in his Houſe She exprefled a dcetire: 


_ of being acquainted with them, whoſe Commands her 


generous Holt not willing to diſobeyz though he could 
not hide his diſturbance, at the very thoughts of being to 
repeat ſo many misfortunes as he had tormerly under- 
gone 3 after himſclf, and all the Company had taken 
ſeats by her Order, making an humble Obeyfance tothe 
Dutcheſs, and dircing his Diſcourſe to her in a Lan- 


2 | guage ſhe underſtood, made this tollowing Relation of his 
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The Hiſtory of FELICIUS 
and NARCISS A. 


Gio: it is your -Highnes's plezſure to adventure the 
Trial of your Patience , with the hearing thoſe 
Troubles ſome part of my Life was attended with, I 
will begg leave to begin my Story, where I hit began 
to feel the Perſecutions of Fortune, which was by the 
Death of an Indulgent Father z whoſe loſs was no ways 
compenſated to me, by the enjoyment of a large Patri- 
- mony, I ſucceeded him in the Poſſeſhon of 3 inſomuch 
that to give more freedome to my melancholy, I removed 
from the diſturbing noiſe of the City, and retired to a 
little Country houſe not many Leagues from hence, with * 
no other Company but one Friend called Alvaro, and ſuch 
Servants as were neceſſary for our Attendance 3 there im- 
ploying our time, chiefly inthe Woods and Fields, where 
our Guns proved the only Diverſion we either had or 
fought after z my Friend indeed had betore refigned his 
Liberty to the Charms of a young Lady in this City, cal- 
led Caſſandra; but to that time, Beauty had rather been 
unregarded than the occaſion of any diſquict to my 
"\Thoughts; till one day in purſuit of my Game, T hap- 
pencd alone into a large Wood, ſome diſtance trom my 
Houſe, 2nd quartering it from one ſide to another, I was 
brought by a Track to a Brook tide, which run through 
the lower parts of it, where going, to Refreſh my (clt 
witha little wetcr. | ſaw a Woman extended on the 
Graf: ef:vp, whole Garb I thqught declared her no In- 
22bitzui ut tl: Woods and Ficlds her Face being turned 
from 
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from me , I was about to retire without diſturbing her 
\ Reſi,but out of a Curiolity to ſee if her Face was equal to 
the Excellency of her Shape 3 I ſtept ſoftly round, whereT 
beheld a Beauty, whoſe Charms without a long Combate, 
became the full diſpoſers of my Fredome 3 1 ſtood a 
good while without Motion , contemplating thoſe per- 
fecions I beheld in her Perſon, till adventuring to kiſs 
her Hand, as I ſtooped to do it, by Accident my Gun 
went off as I held it ; which haſtily awaking her, in a 
Fright ſhe ſtarted up and was about to Retire; when ad- 
venturing tolay hold on ker Cloaths to ftop her, I im- 
plored her Pardon on my Knees, for the diſturbanceT had 
accidentally given her , and the prefumption. I ſeemed 
Guilty of in detaining her tiltFmight hope her good- 
neſs would forgive my Inadvertency 3 to which ſhe re- 
turned an obliging Anſwer, and not able to perſwade 
her from leaving the place ſo ſoon, ſhe haſied out of the 
Wood, and following her at a little diſfiance, I ſaw her 
enter a Garden belonging to a fair Houſe, adjoyning, to 
" the Wood 3 the Door being immediately (hut by a Wo- 
man whoſeemed to have waited hex coming. I preſent- 
ly found my ſelf too much Captivated, to retire with- 
out farther Knowledge of the Perſon had gained fo in- 
tire a Conquelt over me 3 ſo:that walking round the 
Walls of the Garden, I ſaw a Man going towards the 
Houſe, and asking him whoſe it was, he gave me no 
little Concern when I heard from him, that it was the 
Retreat of my greateſt Enemy 3 tor I mult acquaint your 
Highneſs , that my Elder Brathexy in a Duel had Slain 
a Son of Don Fernando , the Father of my adored fair 
One, who reſolving to admit no Satisfaction without 
a general Revenge , although my Brather died alſo of 
his wounds, had withdrawn himſelt and Family, to that 
ſolitude, till an oppertunity ſhould offex of expreiling 
his Reſentment, having declared after he heard of my 
Fathers Death, that while 1 lived, there Kill remained 
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an Objc& for his Vengeance, which covld not he pacified 
by allthe endeavours of the molt conſiderable perſons in 
this City. He had then only one Son living, who was ab- 
{ent at the Court to receive the Order of Calatrava ; and 
a Daughternamed Narciſa, whom I immediately conclu- 
ded to be the Perſon I had lately mer with. Full of diſqui- 
et with the imagination of my perverſe Fortune, I wenc 
back into the Wood, and not long after, meeting Alva- 
ro I gave him an account of my Adventure, and alſo of 
the irrchittableneſs of the Pafftion ſhe had inſpired me 
with. He was {o wiſe to perſwade me with ſtrong Ar- 
guments todefilt froma pretenſion I could never hope to 
ſucceed in; and what would prove moſt dangerous to 
my Life if purſued. ButI found Love had inflamed me 
with ſo violent a deſire of obtaining what 1 wiſht to en- 
joy, that all his perſwaſtons to the contrary, were but as 
fo many incouragements to me to proceed in the enter- 
prize; then it was I began to feel the effects my new 
Paſhon wrought in me : I found it work with a violent 
force on my Senſes, ſometimes flattering my Soul with 
imagined Tranſports 3 then growing more calm, 1t feem- 
edto wrap me in a Lethergy of ſo much forgetfulneſs, 
that I ceaſed to be any longer Maſter of my Reaſon, but 
inclined to meet it as an calie Death, from an inlinuating 
Tyrant 3 this unintelligable effect, which may - be cal- 
kd the diſtraction of the wiſeſt 3 compelled me to difre- 
e2rd the Councel of my prudent Friend, who after ſorne 
days finding my reſoJutions unalterable, promiſed me his 
utmoſt Aſſiltancez and for ſeveral nights bore me Com- 
pany to the Walls of my Enemies houſe, which incloſed 
her to whom I was far trom being one; where in a kind of 
Serenade, I ſung my griets under the Windows on that 
fide of the Houſe, Thad learnt was her Apartment this 
Courſe we followed ſeveralnights, till at laſt being taken 
notice of, | had a caution brought me as we ſtood under: 
the wirdow, by a Villager asI guelt him, 'that one who 


did 
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did not hate me, adviſed , I ſhould avoid the expoſin 
my Life to ſo imminent danger, as that place threatne 
me with 3 although I could not gueſs from whom the 
Meſſage ſhould come, for that time I obſerved the dire - 
Gion was given me, and retired, not being able to learn 
any thing more. from the perſon had bronght it. But a 
day or twoafter, reſolving to find ſome way of letting 
Narciſa know more plainly my Love. In the diſguiſe of 
a Peaſant I came a little before Sunſet to the Garden, 
where perceiving the Door half open, and adventuring to 
look in, I was fo fortunate to behold my fair Miftriſs fit- 
ting on the ſide of a Fountain with a Maid by herz and 
Leriano whom I knew to be her Kinſmanzl had waited bur 
alittle while, delighted with the admiration of her Beau- 
ty, when I ſaw her riſe, and walking alone through ſe- 
veral Allies in the Garden, came atlaſt cloſe to the Door 
where I ſtood, and adventuring within it, I gave her a 
Letter Thad provided, telling her, it was from her Bro- 
ther Celaxro. She had ſcarce taken the Paper from me, 
when I perceived by hex Bluſhes, and the diſorder ſhe 
ſeemed to be in, that I was known to her 3 but juſt asI 
was about to ſpeak, her Couſlen coming that way after 
her, I was forced to retire from the Garden, and thence 
entring the Wood where Alawro had waited for my re- 
turn, I gave him an Account of my ſucceſs. After that 
day I had the oportunity of ſeeing her ſeveral others at 
the' Chappel of a Village not far trom her Fathers houſe, 
always concealing my ſelf in aruſftick Diſguiſe, however 
not unknown to her. from whom I {eldome wanted the 
ſatisfaction of a ſmile, it being impotible for me to 
ſpeak to her, Don Fernando being always in fight 3 but 
upon what occafion I could then by no means know, ſhe 
was kept (hut up wirhin her houſe, for near two Months 
without my being able to {ee her 3 which afterwards 1 
learnt was through her Fathers jealoutie hnding ſhe took 
more freedome among the innocent Villagers _ his 
of | CIt'F us 
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ſcrupulous diſpoſition would allow 3 upon ſo long a de. 
privation from her Sight, I grew ſo Melancholy that 
overperſwaded by my friend, I removed to ſeek ſome Di- 
verſion in this City, whether I was no ſooner come, but 
my Anxiety was increaſed, by an Information I received 
that Lariano, who as a Kinſman, was received in her 
Fathers houſe, had declared himſelf her Servant z and 
as was believed, would by her Father be admitted, to a 
nearer Alliance and as an aggravation of this diſtur- 
bance, it was added to me that Celauro her Brother be- 
ing returned ſuccesful from Court, reſided in this City, 
not only enquiring after me, as an Enemy, but as was 
believed he had heard ſomething of my aſfſidujty about 
his Fathers Country-houſe in Diſguiſe 3 theſe eoncerns 
joyned to the impoſſibility I thought there was of pro- 
ving ſuccesful in my Love, had elmoſt brought me to a 
reſolution of quitting the City again, and ſpending ſome 
time in Travel, to ſeek by abſence a Cure for my Diſtem- 
per» when Fortune was pleaſed ſtrangely to confirm me 
in a Reſolution of indulging my Paſſion. 

My Friend Alvaro, for whoſe ſake I was contented 
t> ſtay ſome days in- Town, at that time was happy in 
the Favours of his Miſiriſs Caſſandra, whom ſometimes 
viſiting bynight, Iremained his Centinel in the Streer 
either to prevent,or adviſe him of any approaching dan- 
ver; ſeveral nights had obſerved a Man hid in his Cloak 
paſs by me, with more Curiolity than I could well ap- 
prove of 3 though I ſtill Iet him alone,to avoid the diftur- 
bance a Strceet-quarrel might give my Friend and his 
Miſtriſs 3 till at laſt grown weary of the obſervance he. 
tookof me, I went towards him, who coming forwards 
to meet me; Cavalier ſaid he,without giving me time to 
ſpeak) if you,have no butineſs in this Street where I 
fee you often unimployed, you will do well not to bea 
hinderance of anothers Dchhgn, wherefore I deſire you 
to Quit it cither in Curtcly, or by Necctlity. Dfrd not 

| Necctlty 


[ 125] 


Neceſſity require my Preſence ( ſaid I) in Curtefie I 
might perhaps be induced to Retire, but am not to be 
frighted from a place I have once fixt my ſelf in ; Then 
you muſt be beaten out, ( replied he) at the ſame time 
directing his Sword to my Breaſt , but receiving lis 
Thruſt upon a Buckler I held out, mine proved fo Fa. 
as to lay him dead at my Feet 3 whereupon finding thc 
danger | was in, and ſecing People approach from all 
Parts, upon hearing the Cries of my wounded Adver- 
ſary before he Expired 5 I hafted as faſt as I could, cuc 
of the Street, at the end of which, ſceing ſome Officers 
enter, I was forced to turn, not able to imagine any way 
whereby I might eſcape 3 till coming clofe to the-W.'1 
of a Garden took up one part of the Street, not witn- 
out ſome difficulty I climbed to the top of it, and 
Leaped down into the Garden, reſolving to conceal my 
ſelf there, till the Buſtle in the Street was over 3 in the 
- mean time, walking along one of the Allies,at the end of 
it I diſcovered a Light in a low Window, which coming 
nearer, I found was that of a ſmall Summer-houſe, ac 
the bottom of a Walk of Orange Trecesz going ſoftly 
toward it, and the Caſement being open, I perceived. a 
Woman leaning on the Table, with a written Paper be- 
fore her, which after fetching a Sigh or two ſhe read fo as 
I could overhear words to this effect : : 

This Morning, my Brother coming to our Lodg, prevailed 
with my Father to let me bear Eſtella Company, while the 
Solemnity laſts ; She will deliver this Paper to you , and if 
poſſible, contrive ſome way for our having an Enter:1ew, when 
you will bave the ſatisfa@ion, if it prove one to you, to know 
you are net hated by me. © 

Jult as ſhe had made an end of Reading her Paper, 
rifing up, by a glance of her Face, 1 was (urprized , to 
ſce my ſelf fo near my adored Narciſſa, but*preſently the 
Jealouſie of thinking the Paper ſhe had wrote, was de- 
ligncd for ſome more happy Lover than my Self, not abte 

longer 
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longer to be ſilent 3 Is it poſſible Madam(ſaidT) that the 
ſincereſt Paſſion in the World is deſpiſed by you ? She 
was too much ſurpriſcd at the Sight of mgin that place, 
to be able to return a word in Anſwer to my Complaint 3 
but having recollected her felt, after giving me leave to 
expreſs my Love with all the endearment 1 could; Had 
my Thoughts (faid ſhe) been as indifferent towards you, 
as you imagine they ate, I had perhaps been free from the 
diſquiets I have but too often met with ſince I ſaw you in 
the Wood 3 yet do not preſume too much upon the free- 
dome of my Contefſion, that I never beheld a Man I 
could allow more worthy than Felicizs ; the Reſtraint I 
livein, may partly excufe the owning what is no more 
than a juſt return to the firmneſs of your Love. And the 
Note you fee here, was deligned for no other but your 
ſelf, to let you know of my being in the City : it is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the Joy her words infuſed in me 3 but 
not giving me leave ſcarce to ſpeak, ſhe was earneſt of 
knowing how I came into the Garden, Itold her of the 
Accident had made me {cekthelter there, ſo that unwil- 
ling to expoſe me to the danger, I was threatned with 
1m the Street, She at laſt was perſwadcd to conceal me in 
a Cloſet near her Chamber 3 but as I was following her 
roit, we were ſuſpended by a great Noiſeand Buſtle in 
the Houſe 3 and hearing it was madeby the Officers who 
came in ſearch of me, not adventuring to let me go far- 
ther into the Houſe, by her direction 1 ſtept into a little 
Room near the Garden Door, which ſhe Lock'd upon me 
and went away ta learn the occafion of the Families be- 
ingup again. I continucd there two hours without the 
return of my Miltriſs, which began to Create new Fears 
in me.So that 1 reſolved to go out and make tny eſcape the 
way I had come in 5 but fecliog in the dark for the Door, 


\ I met with one that had a Spring-Lock which opened in- 


eo another Room of the Houſe, and adventuring for- 
wards into & , {ccing the Refic®ion of a dim Light 


thtough 


— 


«oo 
thorow the Crannies of another Door 3. I opencd it ſoft- 
ly, and was amazed to behold in the middle of a large 


Hall, the Corps of a Man laid out, with the Mantle of 


the Order of Calatrava upon him. I was doubtful whe- 
ther it ſhould be Celawro, or Eſtella's Brother (both being 
Knights of rhe ſame Habit) whoſe, houſe I had learned 
from Narcifſa, it was {ke rcfided then in. As I'wasſtan- 
ding in that ſuſpence, this ſtrange Accident had put me 
in, I ſ(aw a Woman Lighting Narcifſa and Eftelſa intothe 
Hall, fo that fearful of being ſeen, I made a ſhite to get 
back to my Priſon, and ſhut my ſelf up, not being able 
to open the Door I came hrit in at, that I might have 
eſcaped thorow the garden, The remainder of the 
Night, and all the next Morning, I continued in my 
Conhnement, more fearful of occafioning any Blemiſh 
to Narciſſa's Honour, by my appearance, than out of any 
apprehention of the Danger my Lite might be expoſed 
to inthe houſe of an Encmy 3 but about Noon all che 
Doubts my mind was Agitated with, were removed, by 
ſeeing my Miſtriſs enter the Room, and ſhutting the 
Door upon her, after having ſome time given way to her 
Tears. © Ah Felicins (f{aid ſhe to me ) how unlucky has 
** your Hand been, in proving the Occaſion of that Grief 


< fills the Houſe we are in 3 Eftela*'s Brother is dead, and 


*was brought in laſt night from the place where you told 


<* me a Man had fallen by your Sword 3 the Ofhcers of 


© Jultice have been ever ſince in Scarch of his Murderer, 
* which as hitherto I muſt hope will continue unſucces- 
*ful ;for my Brother has ſo devoted himſclt to Revenge his 
« Death.,that ſhould You be known tor the Author of it, 
« the Animoſities of our Familics w ould be renewed a= 
© freſh, and I mult certainly for evcr looſe one I cannot 
* hate. Her gricf would let her ſay no morc,and I endea- 
voured todifpel it with all the Arguments I could;{olemn- 
ly vowing,to imploy the Lite ſhe preſerved trom the Vio- 
lence of hex Friends, in a perpetual Adoxation of her,z 


which 
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which Aſſurance ſhe requited, in letting me know, Love 
had takeri no weak poſſeſſon of her Breaft, and that I 
could no way oblige her more, than in being careful ofa 
Life was more than indifferent to her 3 in Order to which 
ſhe reſolved I ſhould continue where I was till Night, 
and then adviſed me for ſome time to leave the City, I 
having not appeared publickly in it for many days before 3 
and having given me ſome Fruit the brought with her, 
Teft me till an hour within night , when bearing me 
Company to the farther ſide of the Garden, our ſepara- 
tion likely to be long, was ſufficiently afflictive. 

As ſoon as I found my ſelf at Liberty, without farther 
delay, I left the City, and by Day-break reached my 
Country-houſe in Peniaflor, having walked five Leagues 
that Night 3 my Friend Alvaro was got thither before 
me, who told me, that hearing the noiſe in the ſtreet 
was made upon the unhappy young Mans Death,whom he 
concluded I had killed 3 and fearing if the adjacent houſes 
ſhould be fearch'd for the Murdecet, his Miſtris's Reputa- 
tion would be as much endangered as his own Perſon, he 
went out into the Strect, and getting ſafe by the Crowd 
called at my houſe, but learning nothing of me, he took 
Horſe and came to my Country-houſe hoping ro find me, 
having left his Servant LT iſardo behind to bring us word 
the next day what was diſcourſed in the City about the 
Nights Ranconnter. But ſeveral days paſt without our 
receiving any conſiderable Information , and growing 
impatient, as Alvaro was to ſee Cafſandra who had ſent 
for him, he went back to Alicant to make her a Viſit, and 
returning two days after, I learnt from him, that my 
Miftriſs was with all her Fathers Family, at their Coun- 
try-Houſe 3; but were very ſuddenly to remove to a houlc 
he had newly bonght inthe City: The ſame Evening, 
no longer able to brook my tedious deprivation from her, 
with Alvaro only in my Company we Rode to the Wood 


wherc | had firſt ſecn her, and having aſſumed my ar 
| tient 


Ce A ene eee errno pert ee Peres 


* 


[129] i 
tient ruſtick Diſguiſe 3 while my Friend ſtayed with our / 
Horſes,I went towards Don Fernando's Lodge.and a little 
from the Gate of it, ſaw. her walking with her Brother 
and ſeveral other Gentlemen, leaning. on the Arm ot her 
beloved Couſin Eftela, Although I was carctul . of .ap= 
proaching too near them, my adored Narcifſa ſoon knew 
me, and as I gueſſed by her Direction , Effela coming 
from her towards me Shepheard (ſaid ſhe with a low 
Voice) the loſt Lamb you ſeck may be found near the 
Garden-doorabout Midnight 3 and immediately turning 
back to her Company, I carcleſly withdrew 3 and find- 
ing Alvaro'in the Wood where I left him, gave him an 
Account of my Fortune. And reſting our ſelves under 
a Tree, till the time was appointed by Eftela, we went 
together towards the Lodg, leaving our Horles tied in a 
private place 3 as ſoon as I came to the Garden Door, 
hnding it open, juſt as I tept in, my Miſtriſs and Eftela 
met me 3 who withdrawing a little way from us, gave 
meall the freedome I could defire of afſuring Narciſſa, 
that nothing but an inſupportable Abſence from her, 
could be an affliction to me : her kindneſs I found was 
not at all leſſened by itz and before we parted , I 
learn'd from her, that-a Marriage was {uddenly delign'd 
between her Brother Celauro and Eftela 3 in Order to 
which, her Father was removing to live in Alicant 3 and 
withal, that what I feared of her being defigned for Lerz- 
ano, was come to nothing, but that we were to expect 
more trouble how to diſappoint Grotilus, a worthy 
young Gentleman, whoſe Addrefſes could not be more 
rejeced by her, than they were approved of by old Fer- 
nando - however, to prevent ſo long an abſence for the 
future, and that we might at leiſure conſult about the 
management of our Aﬀairs, ſhe promiſed me to enter- 
tain an acquaintance with : Caſſandra, Alvaro's Miltrits, 
-and by her tolet me know how I ſhould come to. the 
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Spcech of hcr when in Alicant 3, and telling me Eftelz 
was Ignorant ſtill of her Brothers Murderer , the brought 
me to her, who promiſed the utmoſt of her Atfiſtance, 
to procure by our Marriage, the Concluſion of that Ani- 
molity had ſo long continued between our Families; I 
cxprefſed my Patlion to One, and Acknowledgments to 
the Other, with all the endearment I could 3 when called 
away by the Mornings Approach, we took leave of one 
anothcr, till we ſhould meet the week following in Ali- 
cart z ard hnding my Friend a little without the Door, 
wc returned to our Horſes, and ſo back again to Penzaflor, 

The week after, being removed to Town, 1 accompa- 
nicd my Friend in a Viſit he made to Caſſandra, who had 
cxpreficd to him in a Letter a defire of ſeeing me, and af- 
cr the neceefſary Compliments, the gave me an Account 
of hcr having vilited Narciſa, who promiſed to return 
It in two days, when ſhe defired me to come with Alvaro, 
that I might have the opportunity of ſeeing her 3 I was 
very punctual at the time, and enjoyed all the treedome 
of Diſcourſe I could wiſh, having prevailed ſo far with 
my Charming Mifriſs , that promifing a ſecond Viſit the 
week following, ſhe conſented I ſhould procure a Prieft 
privatly. to contract us, which I urged as the only ſecu- 
rity could be given me againſt Grotilzs's Pretenftion 3 
which accordingly being done, I received from her a 
Maitcr-key, which gave me cntrance, not only into her 
Fathcrs Garden, but to all parts of the Houſe, I made 
Liſc of it ſeveral times, having Jeam'd the way to 
hcx Chamber , where our mutual Satisfaction was 
{00 grcat to Jaſt long undiſturb'd; although 'to 
fecure it , 1 had writ to the Counteſs Policens 
{ a Widow, whoſe Title and Eſtate I was not only 
Hcir to, but was always loved by her as an only Son) 
civing her an Account of my Amore, and that Treſolved 
to ſhclter my (elf and Wite in Barcelona, OR 
tection, | 
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tection, till a Reconcilement could be procured with 
Narciſſa's Relations, which ſhe ſo willingly conſented to, 
that we had tixt a day tor our departure, when the molt 
unhcard of accident in the world betel] us. 

Leriano, who once hoped tobe the Husband of Narciſſz 
finding himſelf neglected by Don Ferdinand,who preferred 
Grotillus betore him, pretended out of diſcontent,a Voyage 
toltaly,which every one believed he had undertakcnzwhile 
in reality he remained concealed in Alicant.But the 'Night 
betore that of our intended flight, having conveigh'd my 
{clt privately to my Narciſſa*'s Chamber, we were ſo long 
debating which way our Removal might be effected with 
molt ſccurity, that at laſt tired with a diſcourſe gave her 
1o many apprchenfions, ſhe tcl] aficep on the Bed as I 
was fitting by her 3 but had repoſcd a very little while, 
when I heard the door of the Chamber fottly opened; I 
ſtarted immediately up from the Bed, and fiepping round 


It, placed my felt at the Door 1 uſcd to go down to the 


Garden by, reſolving before I went away, to liften, it poſ= 
{ible I might learn, who viſited my Wite at ſuch unſea- 
{onable hours. 1 heard the ſteps move towards the Bed- 
1ide, juſt as Narciſſa waking and mitling me 3 where are 
you my Lord Felicins ( laid ſhe? ) I am not Felicins, in- 
grateful Maid, ( anſwered the difturber of our quiet ) I 
am none of that happy man, makes your very dreams 
delightful, but the-moſt miſerable one upon earth 3 one, 
your beauty has raiſed toſo violent a Tranſport, that I 
have entred this Room with a determination of leaving 
you before I quit it, either enjoyed ordead. Iamdoubttul 
which of-us was moſt amazed at the hearing ſuch a vile 


declaration, but while my diſorder kept meimmoveable, 


- who arc you wicked Villain ( replied Narciſſ2 ) that durſt 
profane this-place with your preſence,or my Ears with the 
mention of {uch curſed reſolutions 3 but retire quickly,or 
my Cries'ſhall bring that death you threaten,on your 9wn 
ts 2 Hcad, 
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Head. Lovely Encmy ( anſwered he, as I gueſſed Iay- 
ing hold on her ) in vain you deny that to my Entreaty, 
which my Force will accompliſh. Looſe me Traytox 
( ſaid ſhe aloud ) and throwing her felt trom the Bed, 
paſt juſt by the place where I ſtood, my Enemy ſtill ha- 
ving hold of her 3 whom diſcerning by that little light 
the Stars afforded through the Window , I broke his 
hold, by two or three ſtabs I gave him in the Breaſt 
with my Dagger, who falling at my feet, cried out, Oh 
Narcifſa, You and my love have flain me. I called pre- 
{ently to her, but received no Anſwer, and conſidering 
the danger would attend my ftay till Don Fernando and 
his Family were up, I haſted down Stairs to the Gar- 
den, the way I had come in at but to add to my diftur- 
bance found the Door ſhut, and a Key left in the Lock on 
the other fide, fo that mine would ſtand me in no ſtead. 
I ran up Stairs again to find Narciſſa, who I thought 
might convey me out another way , but could meet no- 
thing but freſh diſorders 3 for by the Cries of the man I 
had wounded, the whole Family was alarmed, and 1 
heard people haſting to the Room where I thought my 
{elf confined 3 believing then I muſt of necetlity fall a 
Victim to the fury of Don Fernando, I grew to fo high 
a pitch of Deſpair, that rather than fall. into the hands 
of him and his Son, I ftept to a Balcon Window of the 
Room, juſt as they wereentring at the Door, with a re- 
ſolution of throwing my ſelf precipitately from it 3 but 
as I laid hold of the Rail to leap over, I hapned to 
meet with the hook of a Silk-ladder hung down to the 
Garden 3 although I loſt no time in making Ule of ſo 
opportune a convenience to eſcape, I could not be fo 
ſudden but that Ferdinando centred the Room with his 
Son and Servants, and perceiving me, made ſeveral ſhots 
at me 3 however I reached fate to the ground, when I 
found my ſelf aſſaulted by two men, trom whom I was 


forced | 
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forced to retire, having no Sword to defend my ſelf, and 


1y a Buckler which received the thruſts were made at 


me, and a Piſtol, which being perceived in my hand by 
a Dark-lanthorn one of them held, made them cautious 
in prefling too carnelily upon me 3 while I retired with 
all the hati 1 could to the Garden-door , by good for- 
tune I found it open, and as I went out, hring my Pi- 
ſto], it gave them ſo much diſturbance, that 1 nd | time 


to make a ſafe Retreat whither I would , though not 


without ſome wounds. I went direaly to the: Houſe - 
of Don Pedro, the Father of Caſſandra, my Friend Alva* 
ro's Miſtreſs, who received me with much kindneſs, and 
the aſſurance that I ſhould remain ſafe and concealed 


While any danger threatned me 3 and during the time I 


continued fo in Don Pedro's Houſe, my wounds were per- 
teatly cured, and I learned that after Don Ferdinand had 
{cen hy deſperate way I took for my eſcape, command- 
ing ſome ot. his Servants to godown and purſue me, he 
himſelf turned back into the room, called by the groans 
of the man I left wounded, whom he found to be Leri- 
ano my Wives Kinſman. Ferdinand perceiving him fill 
able to {peak, inquired how he came thither, and in that 
condition 3 to which he anſwered, that having been re- 

jected for a Husband to Narciſſa, be pretended to tra- 
ol but lying concealed till in prin he procured ſuch 
falſe Keys as gave him entrance to the Garden, from 
whence he had climbed up to her Chamber by a filk 
Ladder, fixt to the barrs @ her Window, relolving ct- 
ther by Perſwalion, or Force to enjoy her, thereby af- 
ſured he ſhould diſappoint the hopes of his Rival Grotil- 
lus, but that ſurprizing her in her Bed and ailecp, upon 
her waking ſhe called out to Felicius, whom he was con- 
hdent, being then with her, had given him thoſe wounds 


would end his unfortunate life, and begging their for- 
| givcnels of a crime he muſt expiate with it, re- 
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fipncd it with the blood ifſucd from his wounds 3 and 
{ſcarce had he breathed his latt, whcn they were difturb- 
ed with a freſh aggravation to their trouble, which was, 
that Narciſſa could not be found in the Houſe : while 
they were in this confuſion, Grotillas came in, who being 
informed of what Leriano had declared before his death, 
told them that himſelt had feen me ſeveral Nights about 
the Houſe, and determining to tind out the cauſe of my 
aſſiduity, was then in the ſtreet watching about the Gar- 
dcn-wall, and had a little betore diſcovered ſome body 
come out, who fled with ſo much haſte, that he could 
not pothbly diſcover who it was 3 but returning to the 
Garden door, and finding it open, he heard a noife in 
the Houſe, and at the fame time diſcerned a man come- 
ing dewn ( by a Lzadder,as he gueſſed ) from the Balcon, 
whom he purpoſed to apprehend, but purſuing him to 
the Street-door, his Man was ſhot by him, and he made 
his Eſcape. By what Grotilius declared, and my Cloak 
being found in the room, they were conhrmed that 1 was 
the murderer of Leriano, but the next day, and ſevcral 
after, if they were bulic in ſcarching for me, allifted by 
the Officers of Juttice : T was not leſs perplexed at the 
information I reccived, that Narciſſs could no where be 
heard of, and all the diligence of a ftri& Search they 
made through the whole City proved ineffectual towards 
the finding of her. At the firit hearing of it I was glad 
of hcr Eſcape, fearing her Fathers rigour 3 but when a 
carctul and private inquiry I made my felt for feveral 
days, gave me as little ſatisfaction as Don Fernando had 
received, It is not calie to expreſs the forrow I concet- 
ved for her abſence z which, at that time ( being deſij- 
ned to troubles ) was aggravated ,by the intelligence -I 
had from Caſſandra, that my Friend Alvaro had been miſ- 
{ing ever ſince the fatal night of our miſeries 3 and that 


both his neareſt Friends and Seryants were wholly jgno- 
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rant of the Cauſe of his retirement. or thePlace of it. 1 
mult confeſs that my firſt apprehenſions were apt to 
impute his departure to cowardiſe z which his fair 
Miſtreſs joyned with me alſo in, taxing him with want 
of affection, to leave her ſo abruptly without making 
her the confident of his dclign, or writing a word to ex- 
cuſe it ever ſince his departure. But ſome days follow- 
ing, all our doubts were removed by a Letter Lifardo 
brought me from the Counteſs Policena, (to whom I 
had wrote an account of my cruel diſaſter, ) by which 
I underſtood that my adored Narciſſa, attended by Alva- 
ro, was arrived ſafe at her Houſe; and the reaſon why 
I knew not of it ſooner, was, that ſhe was ignorant 
where I had concealed my ſelf] to write with ſafety to 
me 3 but truſting to Liſardo's fidelity, had ſent, him: to 
deſire I would without delay haſten my journey thither. 
This joyful news was too pleafing to let me demur in 
the leaſt what I ſhould refolve on 3 fo that however fa- 
tisficd with the diligence of revengeful Enemies to diſ- 
cover me, I took leave of Caſſandra the fame Night, and 
in the diſguiſe of a Peaſant, ( ordering Liſardo to re- 
main bchind for an Intelligencer ) I travelled by Night, 
lying private all day, without adventuring into any pub- 
Iick houſe, to avoid diſcovery 3 and after having been 
three Nights on the road, grown weary with the tedi- 
ouſnels of fo diforderly a journey, I went a little diſtance 
trom the track, and tying my Horſe to a Tree, laid my 
 {elt down under another, to take ſome reſt ; where,wea- 
ried with the afflicting thoughts of the troubles had ſo 
lately afſaulted me, I fel aſleep, but was foon  awake- 
ned by a {udden noifeI heard jutt by me, and ritog hatit- 
ly up, I perceived by my fide, a man extended on the 
earth 3 but not finding him ſir, I itooped to raiſe him up, 
when I ſoon diſcerned he. had refigned his lite to forme 
wounds (as I judged by the heat was (till in him) he had 
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newly received. Immediately lI liſined to hear if there 
was any body thereabouts who had been the Author of 
{o unexpected a Tragedy but not perceiving avy other 
noiſe than what the Wind made among the Leaves of the 
Trees, I walked ſoftly afoot down towards the Road, 
where I diſccrned a Coach, and drawing near it, found 
the Horſes hamfiring'd, and no body in it, which made 
me apprchend there had been greater violences conimit- 
ted, than that of the flain man under the Tree and 
hearkning again with attention, I fancied to hear a noiſe 
like people diſcourfing a little diſtance from the High- 
way. I walked ſoftly towards the place from whence 

the noiſe came, and fheltred by the Nights obſcurity, 
\ Bot undiſcerned fo near as to hear one ſay 3 © Alvaro Fe- 
* lix muſt pardon this error of my choler,. which 1 ima- 
* gined was not without juſtice : but if apprehended 
© otherwiſe, I am willing 1/abelſa ſhould determine con- 
* cerning me, whoſe Beauty was the ſole occalion of this 
«© misfortune, Your miſtake Grotillus ( anſwered one, 
& whd by the voice T hiew to bea woman ) was tounded on 
* the affinity of two names, and be aſſurcd the reſentment 
* IT have expreſt muſt needs ceaſe to condemn you, when 
< I am fatished, that, not only the height of Love, but 
*< purſuit of a juſt Revenge made you act towards n.e 
* what you did, bclicving your Couſin Narciſſa was in 
©* the Coach, guarded by your Enemies Friends. 

When I had overheard thus much,believing it a foolith 
temerity to ſtay longer, ſo ill provided as I was, near a 
declared enemy, I returned ſoftly back to the place where 
T had left my Horſe 3 and proſecuting my journey, with- 
out any diſturbance, arrived the following Evening ſafe 
at Valentia, The Noble and Charitable Counteſs recei- 
ved me with an affectionate Welcome, but whenlI inqui- 
red for Narciſſa, ſhe declarcd to know nothing more con- 
ccrning her, than what wy Letter had given 2, HH 

| of 
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of. At firſt, T believed ſhe only denied her in eh to 


ive ſome allay to the joy I had. exprelt of being ſo near 
wy ; and to remove the doubt, I ſhewed her the Letter 


wherein ſhe ſummoned me to V, -clentia. but ſhe convinced 


me her character had been counterteited in it, which (© 
much afflicted me, that the very violence I did my ſelf 
reduced me toa F ever, Which I ſtruggled with ſcedeat 
days. On one whenl began to mend, ( during my. ill- 
nels having been attended as if an only Son to the 
Counteſs ) a Page acquainted me, that a young Gentle- 
man a ſtranger, dcfired to ſpeak with me I ordered 
him to be brought in, who atter the uſual complements, 
inquired of me what was become of Alvaro and Narciſ- 


ſzz and being informed that neither of them was, or 


had been in Yalentia, tetching a deep ſigh he ſwounded 
away by my Bed{ide : I called immediately for ſomebody 


to his aſſiſtance,and by that time they had brought him to 


himſelf again, looking heedtully on his tace I knew the 
diſguiſed Youth to be Caſſandra, my Friends Miſtreſs : 

and being perfectly recovered, when the Company was 
rctired, atter having given her an account of my Adven- 
tures. ſince I left Alicant, ſhe rcquited it by telling me 
That the ſatisfadtion ſhe received by underſtanding from 
the Counteſſes Letter, of Alvaro's being ſafe at Valentia, 
was converted to the higheſt attliction, by a declaration 
ſhe had from her Father, ( inſtigated thereto by Eſtefa- 
nia her rigid Mother-in-Law ) that in two days ſhe muſt 
reſolve to marry Mawritio, who had long pretended to 


her, or profeſs her {elf a Nun in what Covent ſhe ſhould | 
' make choice of. This reſolution of her Parents obliged 


her to as haſty a determination to prevent it, which all 
other ways appearing impoſſible, and overcome by her 


love to Alvaro, ſhe had in a diſguiſe left both her Fa- 
thers Houſe and Countrey 3 and believing to find Alza- 
ro with the Counteſs, had adventured in Boys Cloaths 


ON 
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on ſo long a journey, to be protected by him from hey 


Fathers threatned violence. 

< | had travelled ( ſaid ſheto me, in continuing her Diſ- 
© courſe ) ſome days, when towards evening withdraw- 
< ing to an Inn ina ſmall Town to paſs the Night, ha- 
« ving got a Room the farthelt from thoſe were taken 
© up by ſome Company in the Houſe, there came to the 
<« (ame place a Coach and fix Horſcs , out of which 


< alighted a young Gentleman and two Women, one of 


« which by the richneſs of hcr Garb feemed to be at- 
© tended on by the other, and coming all up Stairs en- 
* tred into the very Room I was retired to, the Gentle- 
© man defiring me in courtehie to reſign it to the Lady 
«© was With him, there being no other convenient one in 
< the Houſe empty, which 1 ſeemed very willing to do, 
« but defired I might not be expoſed to the notice of any 
« body in the Houſe, it importing me much to be con- 
&« cealed. And the Gentleman taking ſome perticular 
<* obſervation of- me, after ſeveral diſcourſes , having 
* upon his Inquiry told him of what place I was, 
* he asked me if I hadany acquaintance with Alvaro 
«Prada, Þ anſwered, that I not only knew him very 
<« well, but was his Servant, and then travelled towards 
« Valentia to meet him. He was very glad at what 1 
&« faid, and aſſured me he was a moſt particular Friend to 
« my Alvaro, both having been formerly Students to- 
« gether in the Univerſity of Yalliadolid;, the intimacy 
< being contracted firſt between them on occaſion of the 
< affinity of their Names, he being called Alvaro Felix ; 
« and then on a journey to Valentia with his Wife, who 
&« was the Lady I ſaw with him, called T/abella, the next 


« day they obliged me to bear them company in their 


« Coach to Yalentia; I muſt confeſs to you, that not only 
< the extraordinary Beauty but the ſhape and complection 


of the Lady were (o conformable to that of Nareiſſa, I 
| «* could 
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< could (carcc be ſatisfhed within my ſelf but ſhe was the 
< fair Companion I had met with, which Alvaro Felix 
* half conhrmed to me, by intimating that he was fully 
* acquainted with the Adventures of Felicins, As we 
« were travelling on the Road, they took more particu- 
< Jar notice of me than they had done before, obſerving, 
< as I gueſſed, my complection to be fairer than is uſual, 
< with men 3 but whoſenotice I perceived to be greateſt, 
« was that of Jacinto, a ſervant of Alvaro's, who pre- 
< tending to be indiſpoſed , they had taken into the 
« Coach with us, to make his journey more eafie than it 
« would have been on his Horſe. We travelled all day, 
< reſting only a little at Noon to refreſh the Horſes ; and 
* about Sunſet, the evening being very clear, Alvaro and 
* his Lady alighted out of the Coach, and we all refreſh- 
© ed our {clves with what they had provided the Night 
< before : after which I1/akglla and her Husband returning 
«to the Coach, defired T would walk ſoftly after it 
* awhile with Facints, which we did till the Night began 
* to grow upon us, her Woman remaining with them in 
< the Coach.As we went ſoftly on together Facinto enter- 
«* tained me with a relation of the quality of his Maſter, 
* who he told me wasa Sevilian born,and then going with 
« his Wife to viſit her Friends in Valentiaz but from that 
« he fell into a Diſcourſe much leſs agreeable to me, tell- 
*ing me how like I was toa young Woman he had long 
« ſince applied his Addrefſes to. While I was accompa- 
« nicd by him with the entertainment of hearing his Ad- 
< ventures with his Miſtreſs (which at length I beganto 
« be pleaſed with ) ſuppoſing he did not in the leaft 
« doubt but T was a man, we quite loft fight of the 
«© Coach, and ſoon after it was out of hearing, which be- 
« pinning to diſturb me, withal perceiving we had 
* quite lett the Road, I ſtopt, telling him would gono 
£ farther that way he led me 3 but being deceived by his 


* urging 
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« urging he knew where we were very well, and conti- 
< nuing that little Track we were in, it would bring us 
© before the Coach toa Country Houſe they muſt of ne- 
< ceſlity paſs by 3 I not only yielded to his defire in go- - 
< ing forward, but having climbed with ſome diffculty 
«< upa rocky Hill, at his requeſt ſat down with bim to 
© reſt our ſelves; when taking me faſt by the hand he 


< told me I muſt no longer deceive him with the ſuppo- 


& fitious name of Leonardo, fince he was fully convinced 
« he had a Leoxarda in his company 3 at firſt I endeavour- 
« ed by ſmiling at his words to makea jelt of the miſtake 
<* I told him my tender Years had occaſioned 3 but he not 
© fatistied therewith,proceceding from Argument to Aci- 
«on, attempting to diſcover by torce what I was ſo cau- 
« tjous of concealing 3 at laſt in ſpight of my reſiſtance, 
« threw meall along on the ground, and as I was ſtrug- 
© ling with him, *tis true ſaid he, my conjecture is true, 
« and now my Coy Miltriſs iSin the power of her Ado- 
& rerz juſt as he uttered thoſe words, and when I 
< thought all my Relittance would prove ineffectual to 

<« the preſervation of my Honour, by chance I laid my 
* hand on the Hilt of a Dagger he had by his Side, and 
« and having no other remedy tofave my felt by , I drew 
«it, and with two Stabs in his Side, made him deſift 
< from his wicked Deſign; I got up immediately and 
<« fled from fo fatal a place, leaving the raſh young Man 


 <Groaning on the Earth z which by what you have 


« related to me, I gueſs was at the ſame time you was 
< retired into that Mountainz and he had firength 
* enough to go ſo faras to dic near the place you was re- 
« poſing in, which occaſioned your meeting afterwards 
© with Iſabella's Coach, and learned abruptly the deſign 
<« of GretilJus, but how they were reduced to the condi- 
* tionyou found them in, I am wholly 1gnorant of 3 


< for, travelling alone all that night, without hearing 


© more of them, 1 got ſafe hither, This 
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This Account I received from Caſſandre of her Jour- | 


ney, cxtolling her Courage in the ſateguard of her Ho- 
nour. A day or two after Caſſandra's coming to the 
Counteſles os 1 received News from Liſardo, that Nar- 
ciſſa was ſuppoſed to remain Concealed in her Fathers 
Houſe 3 and ſoon after recovering pertectly my Health, I 
lett Valentia, in ſearch of my Friend Alvaro, whom TI be- 
lieved to be the Author of that Counterfeit Letter had 
brought me thither, and hoping to find him ſomewhere 
about Alicant, I went directly to Denia where I heard 
ſome Spaniſh 'Gallies lay, which were to touch at-that 
place in their Voyage thorow the Straits 3 but though 
my ill Fortunc brought me thither two days after they 


Sailed 3 upon Inquiry in the Townl learned ſeveral Cir- 


cumftances which induced me to believe one of the Gallies 
carried my Friend and a Lady in his Company to Sevil. 
Upon this Intelligence, and being diſappointed of a Paf- 
ſage by Seca, I returned again to Valentia, and gave Caf- 
ſandra an Account of what I had heard, who underſtan- 
ding my Reſolution of going to Sevzl, not only to find 
Alvaro, but to keep as far as I could from Alicant, where 
I was informed my Enemies lay, in continual watch to 
deſtroy me 3 contrary to the Intreaties and perſwaſions 
both of the Counteſs and my felf, She would bear 
me Company in my Journey , which I feared to op- 
poſe too much, leſt as ſoon,as I was gone, ſhe ſhould 
make ſuch another Venture as ſhe had from Alicant. 
And not long after,having word ſent me that ſome Dutch 
Veſſels were Arrived at Denia, bound to St. Lwcar, I 
took my leave of the Noble Policena, and having Caf- 

ſandra with me in her Boys Cloaths, we went on Board, 

and the Wind being fair, as ſoon as our Captain had ta- 

| ken in ſome Freſh Water, which he chiefly ftopt there 
- . for, we ſet Sail, making the beſt of our way towards 
the Straits Mouth, We had Sailed two days with an 
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eaſte Gale, and on the third, my Captain out of a Com- 
pliment, the Sea being very {mooth,would needs take me 
on Boardwith him to Dinner of another Ship in our Com- 
pany, which his Brother Commanded 3 I was not wil- 
ling to rcfuſe the kindneſs, and leaving Caſſandra in our 
Veſſel was very handſ{omly Treated in the other, where 
we werc very Pleaſant together, till rifing from Table, 
and going onthe Deck, I perceived a firong North-Eaſt 


Wind which had riſen tince our coming into that Ship, 


had ſeparated us a great diſtance from our Company 
and the Sea growing high, it was impoſlible tor us to 
return on Board, where I had left Cafſandra; I was ſenfj- 
bly afflicted with the thoughts of leaving her alone cx- 
poſed to the rudeneſs of Seamen without a Captain , 
onenight, fearing ſhe might be diſcovered 3 but my di- 
ſturbance was redoublcd, with finding the Storm increaſe 
as the Night grew on, and the next Morning ſcarce fup- 
portable, when I could behold nothing but Waves 
which ran Mountain high, having loſt fight of all the 
Ships were in our Company the day before. We con- 
tinged eight and forty hours. firuggling with the mercileſs 
Seas and Winds, at the end of which, no longer able to 
reliſt the impetuolity of theStorm, our Leaky Ship was 
daſhed in pieces againſt a Rock not far from the Shore, 
when by the help of a broken planck, 1 {ſwam to Land, 
but ſcarce had ſet footing on it, and a little recolleed 
my felt from the difturbance of having been ſo lately 
Shipwrackt 3 when looking haſtily about toſee from what 
part ſeveral Arquebuſles were ſhot, which I heard, Ifaw 


a Manrolling down from the Top of a high Hill, whoſe 


Steepneſ(s made it want little of a Precipice 3 and going 


towards him, when he was quite at the Bottom, I found 


his Spirits diſmaid, through the violent blows he had re- 


ceived in his Fall. The Compaſſion I took of him, per- 


ceiying by his Garb he was none of inferiour Rank, 


made 


made me carcful to find if he had any Life remaining 3 
and unbuttoning his Coat to give more freedome to his 
Breath, in a ſhort time he began to ſtir z but how much 
was I ſurpriſed upon opening his Boſome, to find hang- 
ing on a Scarlet Ribon the Order of Saint Fames, and 
with it the Picture of my adored Narciſſaz what my di- 
ſturbance was at ſo unexpeted a Sight, may cafily be 
gueſſed, and the weight of my Grief was fo violent to 
tind another poſſeſſed of any thing related to her, 'that | 
(over-weak before with ſwimming, and © wanting 
{irength toreſiſt that laſt Aﬀaultof Fortune,) I fel down 
in a Swoon, by his Side Thad been endeavouring to re- 
duce from the ſame Condition. Some time after, coming 
to iny ſelf, I found the Stranger Recovered, from whom 
I received the Affiſtance I had before given him 3 and 
being invited to a Houſe, he told me he had not many 
Furlongs from thence, I accepted of his kindneſs 3 and 
as we walked ſoftly on together, gave him ſofair an Ac- 
count of my Life, as to let him know» the Picture I 
found hanging on his Breaſt was more diſturbing tome 
than what I had ſuffered by being Caſt away at Sea.3 to 
which hewas about to give me an Anſwer, when .we 
were met by ſeveral of his Servants, who expreſi a great 
Surprize to find him Bloody and on Foot 3 whereupon he 
told them a Company of Villains had affay}ted him at 
unawares, and killing his Horſe under him, he ſaved his 
Life, by falling from a Precipice muſt in all probability 
have ended it. We went ſoftly after meeting them, to 
his Country-Lodg; and as ſoon as we came in ſight of it, 
another ſervant meeting him delivered him a Letter , 
which after he had read, ſeeming pleaſed , he delivered 
it tome to peruſe, whichas near as I can xemember was 
to this effect: " 


Niquea 


[144] 


_- 


Niquea 72 Don Enriquez. 


*=pIs now, T hope; you will be ſatisfied how little reaſon 


there was for your Imaginaiion that I could forget the 

promiſe was once made you, eſpecially for a perſon ſo inconſide- 

rable as Bernardo 3 But let it ſuffice, that his inſolence 1s cha- 
ftiſed, and my reputation cleared to the World , Mcenandro 


will acquaint you at large with all Circumſtances, and I be- 


ſeech you never more doubt the firm conſtancy of 


Tours, 


NIQUEA. 


Having read the Letter, from what I gathered by it, 1 
congratulated the reconcilement I ſuppoſed it would 
make between him and his before ſuſpected M iſtriſs 3 by 
which time coming to the door of his Houſe, he condu- 
&ed me to repoſe, after ſo long a Fatigue as I had un- 
gone, to avery fair Room, where I paſſed the following 
night with diſquiet enough 3 But the next Morning, as 
{o0n as he thought it ſeaſonable, coming into the Cham- 
ber where lay, after {uch Compliments as he thought 
due from the Maſter of a Houſe to his Gueſs 3 he began a 
Diſcourſe whereby I perceived him defirous of knowing 
what was the occaſion of my being ſo much concerned at 
the fight of the Picture he wore on his Breaſt 3 which he 
owned himſelf fully ſatisfied in, as ſoon as I told him my 
Name was Felicizs ; and added, thathe knew more of my 
F.ffairs, then perhaps had yet come to my own know- 
ledge; of which he promiſed to give me a full Account 
from the time of my killing Lorianoz and afterwards 

would 
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would acquaint me how the PiQture came into his 
Poſſeſſion, and by what means he learnt all the 
Circumſtances both of Narciſſz's and Alvaro's Ad- 
ventures, but intreated me tirſt to fatisfy his Cu- 
riolity in hearing what had paſt- with me ſince I 
left Alicant ; which-I not only did, but recited to 
him moſt of thoſe Paſſages 'of my Lite 3- which 
your Highneſs has had the trouble of _ hearing 3 
and in Requital, received from him this following. 
Relation. 

As near as I can conjecture , Felicins ( ſaid he) 
by what you have repeated of the Adventure in 
Fernand9's houſe, Narciſſa. eſcaped thorow the door 
you had juſt removed from, to Execute that Ju- 
ſtice on Leriano was due to his Inſolence 3 and be=- 
ing ſcarce awake, clapt it after her , which lock'd 
you in , leaving the Key on the other fide with 
which Leriano muſt. have opened it, whereby yours 
became uſeleſs; but by that time ſhe got into the 
Garden hearing a noiſe thorow all the houſe, and 
| believing you muſt of neccffity fall under her Fa- 
thers Rage , with what Paſhon, Sighs and Tears 
did ſhe lament the danger you was expoſed to? 
and knowing her own would not be leſs after your 
diſcovery in the houſe , ſhe ran to the Garden 
door , and got out in fight of Grotillas and his 
Man , who were Witneſſes of the haſt ſhe made 
from a place of ſo many threatning Hazards. She 
took ſtrait down the firſt Street, being in a Night 
dreſs and without a. Veil 3: deſigning it potlible, to 
find your Houſe 5 which ſhe was as ignorant of ; 
as unacquainted with the Streets of ' Alicant , but 
though the ſoon weiit a contrary way to that ſhe 
intended , her fortune was ſuch that upon turn- 


L | ing 
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ing into a narrow Street, a Man took notice of 
her Garb, and belicving her a Woman 1a diſtreſs, 
made a generous offer of his Afſiſtauce to ſecure 
her 3 which ſhe accepted of , deſiring he would be 
her Guide: to your houſe 3 the mention of which 
place, making him take more particular notice of 
her, not without the greateſt amazement 1imagji- 
nable, he knew her to be Narciſſa, and diſcovering 
himſelf to be Alvaro, learn'd abruptly from her 
fome part of the nights Diſaſter z ſo that confide- 
ring the imminence of the danger, he conveigh- 
ed her to his own houſe, and having ſecured her 
in a Chamber unſeen by any body, he went to look 
you out, firſt at your own houſe, but finding all 
quiet there, and that your ſervants knew nothing 
where you was , he went on to Fernando's, where 
all being in an uproar, and the Neighbours come 
in upon the noiſe of Leriano's Death, crowding | 
among the Company , untaken, notice. of , he re- | 
ceived a general Account of what had paſſed, and | 
found you to be the perſon pitched upon for the | 
 Murderer 3 ſo that confidering' the danger Narcifſa 
was in , While at his Houſe, which he ſuppoſed 
would be one of the firſt ſearched for you, he 
being lookt on by the whole City as your mott 
intimate Friend , hafting home as faſt as he could, 
without making any Diſturbance , he got. a Horſe 
Sadled, and taking Narciſſa behind him, rode away 
directly to Peniaflorz but coming thither, and not be- 
ing able toraiſe any Body that might admit him into 
the Houſe, and fearing any ſtay near Alicant, he de- 
termined at once to put her in a place of fafety , 
which he thought Policena's Houſe would be 3 from 


whence he determined either to acquaint you with 
the 


[147 ] 


the place he had retreated to, or return privately 


to Alicant in your ſearchz ſo Riding out of the Vil- 
lage again, by day-light he had left it ſome Leagues 
behind him , but fearing the High-Road too pub- 
lick, he quitted it, and adventured to find the way 
thorow the great Foreſt ; and at laſt having con- 
cealed himfelt, and taken up for ſeveral nights a- 
mong ſome Herds-men, whole habitations were on- 
ly little Huts, he reach*d Vanaroz a ſmall Town on 
the Coaſt about tenn Leagues from Valentia, whence 
a Boat being , ſoon after his Arrival, ready to go off, 
his Horſe quite tired out, and thinking the eaſineſs 
of the Paſſage would be a refreſhing to Narciſſa, they 
both embarqued on it about Sun-ſet, with afſu- 
rance from the Patron that they ſhould Land next 
day before Noon at Yalencia 3 But the dawn of the 
Morning ſcarce appeared , when they were board- 
ed by a Turks Pinnace, and unable to reſiſt , were 
carried to their Ship which plyed farther off at Sea, 
having ſent their Boat cloſe into Shore for ſuch Prize 
as they could Light on. It would be needleſs to 
repeat the afflitions of Narciſs and your Friend 3 
therefore let it ſuffice that I tell you, the ſame day 
ſeveral Gallies coming in fight, Chafed the Ship 
they were in, and by the help of their Oars, there 
being little Wind , gained ſo faſt upon it, that the 
diſconſolate Captives » perceiving by their Colours 
they belonged to Spain, conceived joyful hopes of 
deliverance, which after a ſmall refiftance of the 
Turks was accompliſhed. Alvaro preſently removed 
his fair Charge on Board the Admiral-Galy where 
he met his antient Friend Alvaro Felix, who had 
_ embarqued with his Wife from Dexia, and I gueſs 


occalioned your miſtake in believing him the other 
L 2 lugs 


Alvaro, at that time Felix deſign'd his Voyage for 
Valentia, but afterwards upon ſome advice he recej- 
ved altered it to Sevill, I cannot omit one Paſſage 
which was by the two friends obſerved with admi- 
ration, that Narciſſa and Iſabella were both in Shape 
and Feature (ſo alike, that it was not over eafie to 
diſtivguiſh one from the other. But to proceed, I 
will only tell you that they Landed at the firſt Port 
the Gallics touched at, unwilling, to be expoſed lon- 
ger at Sea from whence Alvaro having writ to you, 

to the Counteſs Policenas , an Account of what I 
have now related, he proceeded in Company of Fe- 
lix and the two Ladics to end their Journey by 
Land. 

Tm now for a while, to make all more plain to 

u, I muſt digreſs from their Story, to acquaint you 
Sith ſorne Accidents relating to my ſelt. 

Enriquez in this part of his Diſcourſe ſtopt a 
little, keeping me firangely ſuſpended with the Ima- 
gination how ſo many particulars of my concerns 
ſhould come to his Knowledge, till perceiving my 
impatience, and having told him nothing could ob- 
lige me more than the Recital of his own Lite he 
{aid to me. 

My Deſcent is from the Antient Family of Tortoſe, 
by Bith a Serilian, and the Order I wear, beltowed 
on me when a Child » by my Fathers procurement. . 
Having ſpent ſome time at my Studics, I removed 
{rom the Univerſity to the Court 3 and ſome Months 
aftcr was by the urgency of buſineſs called home 
again, where I did not long enjoy that Freedome I 
had preſervcd abroad, ſon refigning all my thoughts 
to tlic Contemplation of Niquea's Beauty, a young 


Lady of our City whoſe pertections were not more 
. Cela- 
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1 Celebrated, than her diſdainful Humour diſfagreeable 
] to all thoſe, would gladly have profeſſed themſelves 
| her Servants, Atfirſt, unwilling to engage my ſelf 
where I had ſmall hopes of proving ſuccesful, I en- 
deavoured to baniſh the growing Paſſion from my 
heart 3 but finding in a ſhort time it had taken too 
deep Root to be removed, I gave way: to it, and 
became very aſſiduous in paſſing often by her houſe, 
and being in thoſe places, I had the leaſt imagina- 
tion of ſeeing her in 3 which was as ſoon perceived 
by her, but my Reſpe& procured only the advantage 
of finding her coyneſs increaſed every day to- 
wards me, to that degree, would have quenched a 
Flame had been leſs violent than mine. At length 
| having by the power of large gifts won her Maid, I 
1 prevailed with her to deliver a Letter from me to 
4] herLady, which was with (o little ſucceſs, that the 
4 preſumption, as it was termed, had like to have coſt 
the loſs of her place. And Niquea to free her ſelf 
| from my farther importunity, ſoon after removed 
to a Country-houſe of her Fathers, ſome miles 
out of Town: reſolving to wait there his return, 
| from a Journey he had ſome time before undertaken 
F | bat I was reſolved however, not to defilt from my 
*pretence , ſo that getting entertainment in a Far- 
] mers houſe not far from hers, I ſpent many days in 
1 a Grove adjacent. ſecking in vain for an opportuni- 
| ty of ſceing her or ſpeaking with my confident Cla- 
vela > till one Evening I fortuned to ſee her enter in- 
to the Grove with her Maid and an antient Woman 
in her Company, and after having walked round it, 
| ſhe ſat down near the place I had concealed my ſelf 
1 in, leaſt my fight ſhould have made her return back 3 
1 when believing 1 mult never hope a fitter oppertu- 
LY rh nity 
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nity to tell her my grief, though without much aſ- 
urance, I roſe up and went towards her, who percci- 
ving me come, ttarted from the place where lhe far, 


and returned as falt as {he could to her houſe 3 Ibe- 


gan to be tranſported with the height of her diſdain, 
and would have overtaken her to complain of it, had 
not Clavela ftept to me, and adviſed the contrary , 
withal telling me when it was dark ſhe would 


ſpeak with me from one of the ground Windows of | 


the houſe, where ſhe would wait my coming. Nei- 
ther being able nor daring to preſs farther, I depart- 


ed with ſatisfaction little enough, though not with- 


out ſome hopes of tinding Clavela my athttant. I was 
punctual to the appointment ſhe made me, but was 
ſcarce come within fight of the Houſe, when I was 
alarmed with a confuſed noiſe of people, crying out, 
Fire, Fire | help Niqueaz or ſhe is loſt ! the flames have 
ſeized her Chamber ! You may imagine I was not 
flow tooffer my aſſiſtance, and commanding the Ser- 
vant I had with me to follow, Iran to the door of the 
houte which I found open, and upon my firſt en- 
trance, an ancient Gentlewoman ran to me, and 
drowned in tears, begged I would afford my help 
to Nigazz and her Maid who were encompaſſed by 
thoſe flames had already poſſeſt moſt part of the 
Houſe: I fcarce had patience to ask which way led 
to her Chamber, but ſecuring my face from the fire 
with my Clozx , I ruſhed into the middle of it , 
and gaining the foot of the Stairs, felt my way 


up, not daring to remove my covering, which was | 


halt burnt as well as my Cloaths before I got quite 
up, when turning once or twice as the walls guided 
me, I tound my icIf got beyond the tire, and calling 
2loud to thoſe had b<cn ſhut up by it 3 Clavela opcn- 
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ing a door came out to me, and following her back 


into her Ladies Chamber, I found her extended on 


the floor in a ſwound, through the fright ſhe had 


been in; but then my apprehentions grew more 


violent than everz to convey her forth by the way 
I came was impothhble, the fire ſtill increafing upon 
the ſtairs 3 and other way I could diſcern none 
unleſs from the Window which was too high to 
let her down from 3 but my careful Servant, though 
not hardy enough to follow me through the Houſe 
being told where abouts her Chamber was, ran to 
the outſide, and by that time I had taken her up 
in my arms, he called out and told me I might get 
back from the Window by a Ladder he had ſet up 
againſt it 5 ſo that breaking down the Cafement, I 


recovered the Yard with my adored charge, and car- | 


ried her to the little Houſe had been my Habitation 


for ſome time; Clavela got her into my Bed and I 


was returned again to my room before the came to 


her felf; which when the did, and was informed 
what I had done for her preſervation, betore I left 


her for the remainder of that Night, I had ſome 
hopes, my little ſervice would turn all her former 
aiſdain into ſuch favours as before I began wholly 
to deſpair of, The next day ſhe removed back 
to the City, the Houſe after we left it being wholly 
conſumed by the hre 3 accepting oft my Coach, I had 
{cnt for, to carry her thither with her Aunt, who 
was the ancient woman I met the Night betore, and 
fr{t defired my atfiftance tor Nzgqueas preſervation. I 
returned from the Country with them, and found 
fo happy an alteration in my condition, that they 
both allowed ot the daily vihts I made them. Nor 
long after her Father returned from his journey , 

L 4 and 


p | 
bi 1 
: 
* K 
-%* 
£1 
& 
3 
F; 
BY 2 
: 
$3 
® - 
i 
4 : 
$4 
L 


ddd 44744 1472.0.7 7 


[152] 


and being acquainted with what I had done for his 
Daughters fſatety » treated me with all the endear- 
ment I could wiſh trom my Miltreſſes Father 3 but 
what was more dclighttul to me, was the correſpon= 
dence my Love received from one had heretofore 
been a {ſtranger to all paſſions but that of hatred 
permitting me to vilit her on all occaſions, whereby 
we ſoon came to a reſolution of deliring her Father 
to permit the conſummation of our wiſhes by Mar- 
T1age, 

About this time arrived in our parts Alvaro and 
WNarciſſa, Felix and his fair Wife, who being related to 
Niquea,we both had ſoon notice of their being near us z 
and continually viliting one another, I learned from 
them ſo much of your adventures as I have related to 
' you, and Felix acquainting me with his late Travels, 
told me the paſſage you diſcovered in part, of Grotillus 
and the Coach, which was thus. © After Felix had 
* ſpoken to Facinto and Caſſandra to walk ſoftly after 
< the Coath, it drove on near a League before he be- 
* thought himſclf of taking them in, when perceiving 
* the Night come on and very dark, he {topt till they 
< ſhouid oyertake him, but ſoon after was ſet upon 
& by a Squadron of Horſemen, ſome preſcnting their 
© charged Piitols at the doors of the Coach, while 
& others bound the Coach man and hamſiringed the 
« Horſes 3 one of them telling him as he tendred his 
< life not to offcr any rcfitiance 3 to which he anſwes 
* red, howcvcr valuable hfe was, he would cxpole 
© his ſingle one in dcicnce of the Lady was in his 
* Company, But whatcver he could do, over-. 
«< powred by number , they forced him and Iſabella 
© out of the Coach, ſome ditiance from the Road, 
# whcic they were met by a young Gentleman, who. 

| * finding, 
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« finding the miſtake he owned his men had been 


« puilty of, begged their pardon a thouſand times 
« tor the rudeneſs they had received from them 


<« endeavouring, to excuſe the uſage they had met. 


« with, by telling them his name was Grotilkes , 


« that he was ſuddenly to be married to Narcifſa, 


« when you who was before a declared enemy of 
<« their Family had ſtole her away, and having armed 
« his ſervants was abroad in purſuit of his Miſtreſs, 


< and her (termed ) Raviſher, whengone of his men 


&« told him, he had ſeen Narciſa in a Coach, with 
Cone called Alvaro on the Road, which error he found 
&* grounded on the likeneſs of two faces 3 what com- 
« plements paſſed between them, ( continued Enrj- 
&« ques ) you heard your ſelf, what remains to add is, 
« that Grotillxs accompanying them to a neighbour 


 « Village, they ſtayed there that Night, and thenext 


« Day he ſupplyed them with Horſes to purſue their 
< journey, Which they did to Denza, and there re- 
<« ceiving ſome unexpected news, Felix returned by 
«Sea to Scvil, mecting with Alvaro and Narciſſa in 
« a Turks prize, as I have before told you. From 
& FSevil they wrote you word again to/alentia of the 
<« place they were in, waiting ſeveral dayes for your 
& an{wer, but receiving none, Iſabella only fiaying be- 
& hind, Felix Alvaro, and my (clt accompanied Nar- 
&« ciſa from Sevil, the next day I returned back, 
* leaving them to purſue their journey to YValentza. 
Having procceded thus far, at my requelt, Enriquez 
continued his own liory 3 telling me, that upon his 
coming back from bringing Narciſſa on her way, he 
xeceived notice of the Duke of Medinas dcath at Saint 
Lucar, and being rclated to him, was obliged to be 


there in oxder to attend at his Funeral, where being | 
detain- 
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detained ſome days, he was acquainted by a Letter 
from his Servant Menandro, that Niquea was forth- 
with to be married to one Bernardo, a Gentleman 
who had no other commendable quality but that of 
being very rich; and that not only the Father, but 
ſhe her ſelf approved very well of the match. This 
intelligence » ( which I could not doubt being well 
aſſured both of the integrity and judgement of the 
Writer ) made me immediately return back by poſt, 
| and alighting at my own door without going; in, 

hearing Menandro was abroad, I went dire&ly to 
the ſtreet where Nzquea's Father lived 3 and full of 
horror found it crowded with Coaches had brought 
Vifitants, as I was told, to Alonſo's Houſe, to congra- 
tulate his concluſion of a Match between his 
Daughter and Bernardo, which was to be effected the 
next day, Tranſported with this advice, hiding my 
face with my Cloak, I went into the Houſe and+up 
into a large Room , where at a diſtance from the 
crowd I ſaw Niquea very richly dreſt, fitting with 
all appearznce of mirth among her Relations, and 
ſoon atter ſaw Bernardo brought in, as in triumph by 
his; I was at firſt about to ſtab him in the midlt of 
them, overwhelmed with my choler, but believing 
che chaſtiſement of her falſhood would be greater 
to be ſacriticed to ſuch an inconſiderable wretch 3 I 
xetired back to my own Houſe, and the ſame Night 
took Horſe without any Company , ordering my 
Servants to follow me to this place, with a reſoluti- 
on of never more returning to Sevit: but before my 
departure I writ a Letter to Nigquea, upbraiding her 
ingratitude and falſlhood. I have now been here 
three days, and a while before we met, having rode 
ut to divert my thoughts in the fie]2s, 1 ſaw a com= 
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pany of Peaſants, as they appeared by their dreſs, 
coming towards me 3 at firſt I-took little notice of 


them, though they were all maſqued,-but as ſoon as 
they came within diftance, they made: a volley of Shot 
at mez one of which wounding my Horſe, he ſprung 
from the way and ſtumbling upon a ſmall hillock, 
came down with me, and getting up before I could 
free my Feet from the Stirrups, drew me after him to | 

the brow of the Hill, whence being in a maze, I fell, i 

rolling to the bottom, and camie to your Feet before I 

ſtopt. W. 

What ſatisfaftion I received by Nigqueas Letter 
you have already perceived. I will conclude with 
informing you what I have fince learnt from Menan- 
dro; A letter was ſent to Saint Lwcar after that he 
wrote, which had eaſed me of all the trouble I after- 
wards felt, if it had come to my hands, but my ill ? 
fortune brought me away before ' it came thither. | "04 

+ And now I muſt let you know , that before my l 

£ going to Saint Lucar, Bernardo had declared himſelf 


18! 

a Servant to Niquea, but was ſo ſlighted by her, and Ml 

fo little taken notice -of by me, looking on him ij 
to differ nothing from a Natural, that he publick- 4 
ly boaſted his pretencesz and one day after I was 9 
gone, being in company where Some in derifion to lit 8 
{ him, asked if his Miſtreſs was as difdainful as ever? - ||} 
b he had the inſolence to tell them, he had been poſ- ii8 
{eſt of as great favours from her as the moſt paſſi- iH04 
onate Lover could hope from an obliging Miſtreſs, ie. 
of which, if need were, he could produce teſtimo- (Ws. 


nies under her own hand; the impudence where- 
with he reported it, made ſome believe it was not 
altogether falſe, and his declaration being diſcove- 
red to Alonſo, who was molt defirous of chaſtilting 


his 


—_,__ 
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his mſolence, but had fo much wiſdom not to fall 
to extremities, lelt it might leave a blemiſh on his 
Daughters reputationz with intent to have the ſa- 
tisfaction as publick as the ſlander, he ſent for Bernar- 
do and required him to receed from what he had ſaid, 
and (ſalve his Daughters credit by Marriage both 
which he joyfully offered, and made good the firſt, 
by owning in all company that what he had ſaid of 
her was out of envy, that another ſhould be more 
ſucceſsful than himſelf, which he thought me 3 and 
Alonſo, to clear all miſapprehenſ1ons urged his Daugh- 
ter to conform with his defires of conſummating 
the Wedding, which ſhe not only ſeemed willing to 
do, having other deſigns of her own, but haſtned 
the effecting of it 3 which was reſolved on the day 
after I retired hither from Sevil 3 and accordingly ſhe 
went to the Church in a Bridal dreſs, accompanied 
by all her Friends and Relations, whether he ſoon 
came with the like ceremony, but when all was 
ready to be conſummated before the Principal of 
the whole City, ſhe required he ſhould again repeat 
what he had b:fore owned, that the report of ha- 
ving received Favours from her, was a ſlander, which 
h: repentcd of and begged her pardon for it 
the joyful Lover willingly complied with her de- 
mand, and as ſoon as he had done, {he told him, 
no inducement ſhould ever perſwade her to be his 
Wife, had uſed ſuch diſhonourable means to gain 
her; and immediately turning about, thanked him 
for ſo publick a diſcovery of his baſene(s, and fol- 
lowed by her Friends, went dircaly out of the 
Church ; and he as ſorrowtully home, after {o no- 
torious a flight as ſhe had put upon him , which 
24incd her the gencral applauſe of the whole City, 
| Moxanarg 
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Manandro coming home after I was gone, and heat- 
| ingl had been in Town, and was departed again 

with much diſquiet , ſuſpected his Letter to Saint 


Lucar had been the occaſion of it, and having after 
he had writ, been informed by Clavela of her Ladys 
deſign, he found an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
her that Evening, and letting her know of my haſty 
arrival and retreat out of Town, which both. they 
and Niquea, when told of it, concluded to be occa- 
fioned by my not receiving her Letters3 ſhe obliged 
him not to follow me till the next day, when having 
compleated her deſign » ſhe ſent me that Letter I 
have read to you 3 and the Peaſants who affaulted 
/ me, Iam apt to think, were Bernardo and ſome of 
* his Friends diſguiſed, by whom I might have been 
diſcovered when I was in Alonſo's Houſe, and they at- 
tributing the cauſe of her ſeverity to my ſudden ap- 
pearing there, made them by ſo diſhonourable an 
_ attempt ſeek to take away my lite. es 
Here Enriquez concluded his relation to me of the 
adventures he had met with in his Love. And alto- 
gether impatient of viſiting and reconciling himſelf 
to his Miſtreſs, for the unjuſt ſuſpition he had con- 
ceived of her fallhood, defired I would excuſe his 
' Immediate departure to Sevil, whither 1 prevailed 
: with him to let me bear him company, intending 
from thence without delay to return back to Valen- 
tia, where I was once more confident of finding 
Narciſſa and ' my faithful Friend 3 but the conft- 
deration I had of appearing before him till I could 
learn ſome news of his Dear Caſſandra, made me re- 
ſolve by the way to ſpend ſome time in all the Sea- 
ports of the Andaluſian Coalt to inquire after her 3 I 


had begun my journey the fame Afternoon we _ 
ve 
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ved at Sevil, but by the perſwaſion of Enriquez, de- 
| ferred it till the next Morning, to walk then with 
him to an Orange-Garden without the City, whe- 
ther he was informed Nzquea, with ſeveral other 
Ladies, were gone to recreate themſelves. In our 
way paſling by Saint Auſtins Covent, Enriquez knew 
a Coach that ſtood there to be Nzqueas, and belic- 
ving her in the Church, haſined his pace thither 3 but 
as I followed him with more leiſure, I heard one call 
me by my name, and turning about ſaw a man ad- 
vance towards me with his drawn Sword, who ſcarce 
giving me time to get my own in the ſame poliure, 
fell upon me with a violent precipitation 3 and ha- 
ving luckily put by his firſt paſſes, I cut at his head, 
which lay open to me, with ſo much force, that 
meeting with the Hilt of his Sword which he hafti- 
ly held up to ward the blow, mine flew to pieces in 
my hand, but he was then ſo far from deſifting from 
the combate, that my lite was in eminent danger » 
whena Young man who was jult come out of the 
Church, placed himſclt by my fide, in a poſture to 
defend me 3 at the ſame time two Gentlemen more 
newly alighted from a Coach, running in to part us3 
my adverſary being aſhamed of the advantage he had 
made uſe of againſt me by the breaking of my 
Sword, would have retired without being known, 
having till then his Face covered with his Hat pul- 


led down to his Eyes, and a part of his Cloak he 


held before it 3 but turning about and treading on 
it, which hung down to the ground, he ſtumbled 
and his Hat fell off, when I immediately knew him 


to be my mortal enemy Grotillus 3 it was then in - 


vain for either of us to purſue our quarrel, and on 
. the contrary I went towards him, and told him, I 


ſhould 
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ſhould never ſeck after, or wiſh any thing more, 
than his Friendſhip 3 at fift his Choler would not 
ſuffer him to give me an Anſwer, and in the mean 
time about to ſpeak to thoſe had afforded me their 
Aſfitance, how joyfully was I ſnrprized to find my 
ſelf in the Arms of my dear Narciſſa, and a little 
way from me, Alvaro with Caſſandra by the hand, 
who was the Youth firſt came in to ſecond me in the 
quarrel 3 while we were in this Poſture, Enriquez ha- 
ving heard a noiſe, and miſhng Nzques in the Church, 
came out to us 3 and being informed. of all that had 
paſt, he went to Grotillus, endeavouring to perſwade 
him tothe acceptance of that friendſhip I had offer- 
ed, but the ſight of his Miſtriſs ſo far aggravated 
his diſguſt , that no Arguments could be uſed had 


| any prevalence with him till Alvaro giving a ſhort 


truce to the Joy he had in Caſſanara's being found 3 
went to him, andas 1 remember, gave both him and 
the reſt of us, an Account of the Alteration of our 
Conditionin theſe words. 
* Grotillus you are Noble and Generous, and wall 
* I am confident forget your hatred, when you have 
« heard what I (ball now. tell you, I went from this 
« place towards Valencia with Narciſſa delignizg to 
<* depolite her in the Houſe of the Counteſs Poli- 
& cena, till we could Learn ſome News of Felici- 
«* ms 3 and began my Journey from hence with her 
© ſome days fince, but after two that we bad Tra- 
«yelled, tinding her by a ſudden indiſpoſition unfit 
«to go farther 3 we ſtopt ata Village twenty Leagues 
« off, whether the ſame Evening a Stranger coming 
«into Lodge, and hearing he came from Valencaa, 
«1 went to him to inquire out of Curiofity what 
« News from thoſe parts, who preſently knew me, 
* as 
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«25 I did him, tobe Liſardo my Friends Servant ; he 
« inquired of me whether I knew where Felicius | 
<« was? and having told him I was ignorant , but 
< that Narciſſa was in the houſe with me, he deſired 
« to wait on her, and coming into the Room told 
© us that Felicixs was now an Earle by the death of | 
< Policena, who had declared him her Heir and ad- | 
« dcd that during her fickneſs hearing Narciſſa's Fa- |} 
© ther was in Town, come thither in her ſearch, ſhe 
&« ſent for him, and at laſt prevailed (o far, that he de- 
« clared himſelf reconciled 3 and the Counteſs dy- 
< ing two days after, He aſſiſted as chiet Mourner at 
* her Obſequies in behalf of Felicizs whom he own= 
© ed his Son 3 and the Ceremony being over, had 
* {ent him in ſearch of thoſe had been fo long miſ- 
* fing, and under his diſpleaſure 3 the Letters he 
* brought delivering to Narciſſa, ſhe opened, ( which 
«are here to juſtitie the Truth of what I tell you. ) 
* Upon this Information , we returned to Sewill, 
< with purpoſe to liay there till Fernando was ac- 
* quainted where his daughter was; and having fo 
& luckily met 3 it muſt be hoped by all, Grotillus will 
* not alone continue that Enmity is removed from 
© the Breaſts of all others. | 

Upon theſe words of Alvaro's which were as ſur- 
prizing to me as to Grotillus, he took Narciſſa by the 


| hand and delivercd her to me with all wiſhes of hap- 


pinels, 


As to what concerns Caſſandra, I need only ac- 
quaint your Highneſs the Ship ſhe was on Board ar- 
riving fate at Cadiz, ſhe came the ſame day to 
Sevill, and before cntring into any houſe, met me 


at St, Arjtins engaged with Grotillus , one paſlage 
I 
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| Tmuſt not omit, which was the Letter at firſt broughe 
| me to Valencia, Liſardo my Servant finding the 
grief I was in, by my ignorance of what was be- 
come of Narciſſa , forged the Letter to give me a 
preſent ſatisfaction, and withal to haſten my depars 
ture from Alicant, where he knew me in the midſt of 
many Enemies, and afterwards hearing nothing of 
me, he went to Valencia, ſuppoſing it a place where 
he ſhould ſooneſt learn what was become of me. 

I have nothing more now to trouble your High- 
neſs with the hearing of, but to add, that at the En- 
treaty of Enriquez,, Narciſa and Caſſandra ſtayed 
with his Miſtriſs, and Alvaro, Grotillus and my ſelf UE 
at his Houſe till the Celebration of his Marriage 3 in 
the mean while, ſending to Fernando to let him 
know where we werez and that Ceremony over, He 
Grotillus undertook the Conduct of us all hither ; ij 
where Alvaro's Marriage with Caſſandra, and mine 
with Narciſa were publickly Conſumated a few 
Cſs before the Arrival of your Highneſs in theſe 

arts, p 
The Dutcheſs was ſo well pleaſed with the Hiſtos £ 
ry of Felicius's Adventures, that in congratulating {ita 
their happy Union after ſo much trouble, ſhe could 
not be diſſatisfied with the imagination, Her own Con- 

dition would ſoon in all appearance be as well ſetled as [f 
5 that of thoſe fortunate Lovers ſhe was a Gueſs to ME 
7 bur the fair young Counteſs tinding her Lord had | 
” madean end of his Relation, deſired he would ac- 

quaint the Dutcheſs and ſatisfy her ſelf, in one cir- 

cumſtance he had omitted, which ſhe was concerned 
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in 3 how Enriquez came by that Picture of hers he. 
had mentioned? which Felicinzs exculing his torget- 7 


fulneſs of, did by telling them, it was not Narciſſa's 
M but 
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but a Picture. of I/xbella, he accidentally found. in- a 
rich Cabinet Felix had, preſented: to him, and wore 
it that day to give a diverſion to his thoughts from 
remembring, any more his then.luppoſedtalle-Niques 
and afterwards meeting with Felix had reſtored! it- tg 
him. 

At another time the. Princeſs would: have found-as 
much ſatisfaction among ſuch obliging Company 
as ſhe could have wiſhed > But the impatience (he 
was in for the Ships return had failed in ſearch of 
Frederick,, and to ſee Mantua. again, gave a great 
check to her preſent tranquility. But a- few days 
after her trouble. was removed by the. Arrival not 
only of that but ſeveral other. of. her own. Ships 
| and. the perſon ſhe had {ent out coming aſhore, ac- 
quaintcd her that meeting thoſe Frigats were- return- 
£&d with him , he made 'the beſt of his way back, 
having ſent a light Veſſel to Majorca to acquaint the 
King of Sicily where the Dutcheſs was, who failed 
thither with a Reſolution of laying waſt the whole 
Iſland, if that Prince did not deliver her back to 
him 5 ſhe being generally believed there in his pow- 
cr. 

By that timethe Dutcheſs had received this- ſhort 
Account of his Voyage, all the Principal Officers 
of the little Flcet were landed., and come to- pay 


their Duty to their Princeſs, and congratulate her ſafe | 


delivery trom the hands of a violent Raviſher ; 
whom ſhe received with her accuſtomed goodneſs 
and having told Felicizs as much before, acquainted 
them with her reſolution of Sailing the next day for 
Manta, cornmanding to have all things ready for 
hcr departure againſt that time 3 But it the -Man- 
twan Princeſs was plicalcd with the ſuddenneſs of her 

dc- 


8 


[93 
departure towards Italy after ſo long an. abſence, the 
generous Spaniards who had enjoyed ſo much'of her 
Company, could not but expreſs themſelves trou- 


bled- at the thoughts of Jos, and had ſhe not 


abſolutely refuſed their deſire 3 Felicizs and his Eady 
would have waited on her to Mantua. 

| The next morning having notice that all things 
were provided, and the Wind' fair 3 with a,gene- 


ral trouble, ſhe took leave of her,obliging Friends, 


having preſented Narciſfe with ſeveral rich Jewels, 
and accepted of a promiſe they made to viſit Her in 


Traly. | 
- SPY now weary, of perſecuting Her, after tenn. 


days being at Sea, the Fleet came in fight of Man- 


for the Road, which they conjectured. right to be-the 
Sicilian Kings, and. by that time the Dutcheſſes Ship 


x2, diſcerning a. greater at the ſame time making in, 


was come to an Anchor, they difcovered: the Royal. 


Standard of that King , diſplaid on the Topmaſi 
head of his Admiral-Frigat. The News of Diana's 
Arrival being ſoon cared aſhore, what acclamati- 
ons of Joy were ſent Sch by her Loyal , SubjeGs! 
and how was the Shore Crowded with people to 
ſee and welccme her home, after ſo unfortunate an 
abſence! And while this happy News delighted all 
on the Land; King Frederick, entring the Harbour 


with hs Fleet, and knowing of the Dutcheſſes Ar- 


rival ; hafted in a Barge on Board her Ship, with an 
earneſtneſs_ the firmett Paſſion in the World inſpired 
him with as ſoon as ever he came into che Cabbin, 
he threw himſelf at the Feet of his Divine Princeſs, 
who no longer deſirous to Conceal her Love 3 It him 
know the ſatisfaCtion ſhe received in beholding him 
ſafe from all thoſe dangers he had ſo long been 

"0 __ Afaulted 
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Afaulted with. The happy Lovers , after a fhort 
ſtay on Board going into Rich Barges, were come 
off for them, Landed, and taking Coach'to the 
Pallace, were Ecchoed thither with the Shouts of 
of a People tranſported with the greateſt ſatisfaction 
imaginable.But amid{t this pablick rejoycing,although 
the Sicilian King was happy not only in being near 
his Adored Princeſs, but aſſured their Nuptials were 
| defer'd no longer than till all things were ready for 
their Solemnity 3 he was impatient of brooking fo 
tedious, and as he thought unneceſſary preparations 3 
wiſhing the accompliſhment of his =_- might 
be effected with leſs Ceremony , rather chan admit 
| atiy delay 3 which was effected in fo little a time as 
would have ſeemed long to none but a wiſhing Lover, 
But the appointed day being at laſt come, the Dut- 
cheſs and himſelf ina Garb ſuitable to the Eminence 
of their Degree, and the ſatisfaction of their Minds, 
both the Court and City expreſling by theirs,the ſhare 
they had in the Bleſſings of ſogappy a Union, atten- 
ded the Royal pair to the Temple, where the Bluſhing 
Dutcheſs was delivered to hfim ſhe allowed the molt 
deſerving and conſtant Loyer upon Earth. 

The now truly happy King, ftaid ſome time afrer 
their Marriage in Mzntua,where having ſerled the Go» 
vernment, he conveighed his Queen in a Royal Fleet 
to Sicily, being welcomed by his Subjects, not alone, 
with a.Joy too great to be expreſs'd, but witha Tri- 
umph beyond what Rome it ſelf could ever boaſt off 3 
where they both enjoyed a long and happy Sovercign- 
ty,leaving a Royal Succeſhon behind them, and always 
living with ſuch endearment that the laſt day of their 
Lives, ſeemed the firſt of their Loves. | 
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